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Island Light Station. 1 page.......ccccovervmirerriiirennteniiineeeieee s

1930’s

January 2, 1930. Letter from Commissioner of Lighthouses to The
Surgeon General. Advising that the unsanitary water conditions
will be corrected. 1 Page......coviiiiinenientineninene e

April 3, 1931. Proposed work and cost estimate for Fire Island

Light Station. Make alterations to dwelling; install running water

supply system,; install sanitary sewage disposal system.

Specifications included. 11 Pages........covveevmreenenreniesecienninece

July 18, 1932. Letter from Chief Constructing Engineer to
Supt. of LightHouses. Length of flash of the modified
Shinnecock lens to be installed at Fire Island. 1 page.......ccccceeeiiinninnnnnnens

July 22, 1932. Proposed work for Fire Island Light Station.
Replace the present lens and apparatus with a more efficient
Iens. 1 Page ...cccveeveeeerieieeererectnsi e e

October 27, 1933. Letter from The Franklin Institute,

Philadelphia, to the Deputy Commissioner of Lighthouses.

Seeking data on the Fire Island Fresnel lens that was

transferred to the Institute. 1 page ........ccoocoveeeeruecrereenseninncs et

May 26, 1937. Letter from The Secretary of The Navy to The
Secretary of Commerce. Regarding wireless station. 3 pages...................

January 13, 1938. Proposed work and cost estimate for Fire
Island Light Station. Renew roof covering and replaster halls ‘
and two rooms. Specifications included. 11 pages.......ccceceeecveierinnecnennene.

June 7, 1938. Proposed work and cost estimate for Fire Island

Light Station. Change light from 10V to electric incandescent.
Miscellaneous correspondence related to the change included.

13 PAGES .oovveeecrrreeetet e eererereenraeneneneeoneas
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C150..

Ci1s51.

C152.

C153.

Cis4.
C155.
C156.
cis.

C158.

C159.

C160.

January 18, 1939. Proposed work and cost estimate for Fire
Island Light Station. Drive well 200' and install electric pump.
Specifications included. 6 Pages.........c.ccoceviiiriricinieicceee e
1939. Historical Summary of Fire Island Lighthouse, that appeared
in Guide to Historically Famous Lighthouses in the United States.
Prepared by the U.S. Coast Guard. 1 page.........ccccoevveveirievenncccnienceiinnes
1940’s
No Data
1950°s
No Data
1960°s

January 1969. Request to modernize equipment, relocate and automate
Fire Island Light. 2 PAgES ......cccevereruivnirniiniiiiitinnieneeeent e eees e senesessesnns

1970°s

December 12, 1973. Notice to Mariners that Fire Island Light
will be relocated to the water tower at Robert Moses State Park.

February 11, 1974. Correspondence relating to relocating the Fire
Island Light. 1 PAgE ...coveuevierciiiiiniiiinieierttee e

August 4, 1975. Survey of the Coast Guard Annex Fire Island
Light Station. 7 PAES .....cocevvuvvrveremimniiiineitnteieiiere et

October 21, 1975. Report of cdnditidn_s and corrective actions
required at the Fire Island Lighthouse. 2 pages.........cccoovvvieciiivnnininnnncs

October 24, 1975. Operations order for Fire Island Light Station.

News Release defining agreement between the U.S. Coast Guard

and the National Park Service. 1page ... revereseees
1980’s

1981. Transfer of 37.2 acres of land by the General Services
Administration to the Department of the Interior. 12 pages.........cccouevunce

1981. National Register of Historic Places Inventory -
Nomination Form. 4 pages .........cc.cceeeveerveecnee SRR aereeraerraeeeeennes
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Charles Nordhoff. Published in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine,
No. CCLXXXVI, March 1874, Vol. XLVIIL 13 pages........cccoeceivevisininiinncnnncnincnns 964

D3.  December 28, 1886. Letter from Major of Engineers to
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DISCUSSION OF RESEARCH SOURCES

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE
General Services Administration
Washington, D.C. 20408

Record Group 26 (Records of the United States Coast Guard) provided the prime source of
historical data on the Fire Island lighthouse and keeper’s dwelling in the National Archives. This
record group is managed by the Civil Archives Division—Legislative, Judicial, and Fiscal Branch. A
“Reference Report” (Appendix Al) was prepared by this branch, which provides information on
records relating directly to the Fire Island lighthouse. The report consisted of two parts: Part I
(Records Suitable for Reproduction), and Part II (Large Series of Records). The material cited in
Part I was thoroughly researched for this report. The documents noted in Part II were reviewed with
varying degrees of intensity as follows:

Correspondence of the Lighthouse Establishment, 1789-1850. _
Not researched, since the focus of this report is the Second Fire Island Lighthouse.

Journals of the Lighthouse Board, 1850-1908, with index.
Comprised largely of the Light-House Board minutes, these records were reviewed

randomly. Several volumes were researched with diminishing returns.

Correspondence of the Lighthouse Service, 1900-1939, with index.
Thoroughly researched for material on the lighthouse.

Application of Lighthouse Keepers.
Not researched, since the topic is not relevant to the intent of this historic structure report.

A large series of records not included in the “Reference Report” was also researched. This
series is entitled Field-Records -of the Lighthouse Service, Field Records of the Third Light-House
Board and Bureau, Records of the Third Light-House District (new York), 1854-1939 (Appendix A-
2). These records are in disarray; their bindings are severely worn and deteriorated in some
instances. The archivists have not had the opportunity to organize and review the collection in total;
so the research conducted on these materials was rather disjointed and sketchy. The data retrieved
was primarily in the form of annual and monthly reports of the engineers and inspectors. Citing the
information extracted from the volumes was difficult because of the poor condition of the collection.
Further research should be performed on these records when they become better organized and more
completely understood by the archivists.

The Still Picture and Cartographic Division of the National Archives provided both
photographs and drawings beneficial to the objective of this report.
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UNITED STATES COAST GUARD FACILITIES

United States Coast Guard Headquarters
2100--2nd St., SW

Washington, D.C. 20593

Office of the Historian

A small library serves this office. The library features general literature related to Coast
Guard history. The stacks include bound annual reports and light lists (not complete). The office has
a file of relatively recent photographs (c. 1960’s and later) of the Fire Island Light Station.

3rd Coast Guard District
Governors Island, New York
- Engineering Division

The most complete set of drawings found to date are located at the Governors Island facility.
The large majority of the drawings are in the form of photographic negatives (Appendix A-3),
although more recent drawings are full-size blueprints and black lines.

United States Coast Guard Academy
New London, Connecticut
Library

The library includes bound annual reports (not complete), and a file of 20th-century
photographs (ca. 1950’s and later). Several drawings and land surveys are on microfilm, but these
are also represented in the Governors Island collection.

MUSEUMS AND LIBRARIES

Suffolk Marine Museum
Box 144
West Sayville, NY 11796

A good photographic collection that includes the Fire Island Lighthouse Tract and Long
Island maritime history.

—

The Mariner’s Museum
Newport News, Virginia 23606

Research with this facility was conducted by correspondence. Several 20th-century
photographs were obtained from this museum.
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The Franklin Institute Science Museum
20th and The Parkway
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Research was conducted by correspondence. A paragraph describing the Fresnel lens was

provided. The Fresnel lens removed from the Fire Island Lighthouse is exhibited in the museum.

The Peabody Museum of Salem
East India Square

Salem, Massachusetts 01970
Prints and Photographs Division

One photograph of the Fire Island Lighthouse and Keeper’s Dwelling was located.
Mystic Seaport Museum
Mystic, CT 06355
Curatorial Division and G.W. Blunt Library
The library has a collection of secondary-source material on lighthouses, primarily books

dating from the turn of the century to the present. The Curatorial Division’s print and photograph
collection offered one print. (This print was from the Peabody Museum of Salem.)

SPECIFIC SECONDARY SOURCE MATERIAL

Published Books

Two books played an important role in providing data, both general and specific, for this
report. These were: '

Henry R. Bang, The Story of the Fire Island nght (198 1)

Francis Ross Holland, Jr., America’s Lighthouses: Their Illustrated History Since 1716
(Brattleboro, VT: The Stephen Greene Press, 1972).
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National Park Service Reports

Several studies undertaken for park planning purposes have been prepéred both by and for
the Fire Island National Seashore. The most relevant to the theme of this report are listed
subsequently in chronological order.

Elizabeth C. Righter (Jack McCormick & Associates, Inc.), Final Report and Document
Review and an Archeological Reconnaissance of the William Floyd Estate and the Fire
Island Lighthouse Tract, Fire Island National Seashore, Suffolk County, New York (Berwyn,
PA: May 1977).

General Management Plan for Fire Island National Seashore, approved 1978.

Interpretive Prospectus for Fire Island National Seashore, Division of Interpretive Planning,
Harper’s Ferry Center, NPS, approved July 21, 1978.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
ADDITIONAL HISTORICAL DOCUMENTARY RESEARCH

The Library of Congress
Washington, D.C.

Only a cursory search of the collection of this library was conducted. In the process,
specifications for an 1861 lighthouse similar to the Fire Island lighthouse were found. A large
quantity of secondary sources are available.

New York Libraries and Historical Societies
Time constraints and logistics limited the amount of historical research that could be

conducted in state and local libraries and historical societies. It is recommended that libraries such as
the Queensborough Public Library be researched, especially its photographic collection.
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
" GENERAL SERVICES- ADMINISTRATION °

National Archives and Records Service
Washington, DC 20408

REFERENCE REPORT

INQUIRY: Information about records relating to the Fire Island Lightf-
house, New York.

REPORT: The records cited below are found among the Records of the
United States Coast. Guard, Record Group 26, except for Items D1 and D2

which are found in the Records of the General Accounting Office, Record
Group 217,

I, Records suitable for reproduction

A. Site File, New York No. 40

1. Title to and description of the Fire Island lighthouse reserva-
tion dated-May 7, 1825, 7 pages, electrostat.

2+ Copy of an act passed on April 20, 1825, vesting in the United
States exclusive jurisdiction over land in Su.ffolk county for lighthouse

. purposes. 4 pages, electrostat,

3. Map dated 1825 entitled "Map of a piece of land in the town of
Islip and county of Suffolk, State of New York being the east beach of
Fire Island Inlet." 1 page, photostat.

4. Map date 1868 of the Fire Island Light Station showing location
of buildings. 1 page, photostat.,

5. Map dated 1867 of the Fire Island Lighthouse reservation. 1
page, photostat.

6. Small photograph of the Fire Island lighthouse which appeared
in the 1900 edition of the ggt List. 1 page, electrostat.

7. Map of the Fire Island Lighthouse reservation dated 1905 show-
ing low water mark, vegetation and the building at the Light Station.
1 page, photostat.

8, Questionnaire’dated December 27, 1929, concerning the Fire Island
Light Station. 2 pages, electrostat.
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B. Clipping Filse, Fire Island Lighthouse.

1., Excerpts from the Annual Reports of the Lighthouse Baard,
1857-1909, containing information about the Fire Island Lighthouse.
5 pages, electroetat.

2. Excerpt from'the U.S Coast Guard publication Guide to Historically

Famous Lighthouses relating to the Fire Island Lighthouse. 1 page,
electrostat.

3. Informal history of the Fire Island Lighthouse prepared by the :
U.S. Coast Guard in June 1915, 2 pages, elecfroatat. .

L. Copy of a map made in April 1825 of the Fire’ Island Lighthouse
Reservation. 1 page, photostat.

C. Register of keepers and assistant keepers of the Fire Island Light-
house, 1849-1912., 6 pages, photostat.

D, Specifications and Contrachs.

1. Contract dated August 22, 1825, with Haviland Wicks for the erection
of the Fire Island Lighthouse. 6 pages, photostats.

2. Contract dated September 30, 1825, with George W. Thompson for fur-
nishing and outfitting the Fire Island Lighthouse. 3 pages, photostat.

E- Report dated March 1880 describing the condition of the tower, building,
and premises at the Fire Island Light Station. 14 pages, electrostat.

F. Index cards of correspondence received by the Lighthouse Board relating
to the Fire Island Lighthouse, 1853-1900. The correspondence to which this
index relates has been heavily damaged by fire. Each card lists the name
and address of the writer and date and summary of the letter. There are
403 cards pertaining to the Fire Island Lighthouse which can be copied four
to a page. 10l pages, electrostat.

G, Other records.

1. Notice to Mariners dated July 11, 1858, announcing that the new light-
house recently constructed at Fire Island will be re-1it on November 1, 1858,
1 page, electrostat.

2. Abstract history of the Fire Island Light Station, 1825-187,. 1
page, photostat.

3. Newspaper advertisement dated July 12, 1825, agking for bids for

. the erection and furnishing of the lighthouse to be built at Fire Island.
1 page, electrostat,
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II. Large. series of records.

A,
B.

c.
index.

D,

Correspondence of the Lighthouse Establishment, 1789-1850,
Journals of the Lighthouse Board, 1850+1908, with index.
Correspondence of the Lighthouse Service, 1900-1939, with

Applications of Lighthouée Keepers.

To order reproductions of records listed in Part I of this report, please
send a check or money order payable to the National Archives Trust Fund
(NNFL), addressed to the Cashier, National Archives (GSA), Washington,

DC 20408.

Because of the extent and arrangement of records listed in

Part 1I, extensive search necessary to locate records that may be of
interest to a particular researcher. They can be made available for
use in the Central Research Room of the National Archives.

TERESA F. MATCHETTE
Legislative, Judicial and.
Fiscal Branch

Civil Archives Division
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NC-63
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

FNATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE
THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

Preliminary Inventory
of the :
Field Records of the Light-House Service

(Record Group 26)

Compiled by

Forrest R. Holdcamper

June 196k

This inventory has been reproduced in this form by the Office of Civil
Archives in order to make it readily available for staff use. It has
not been distributed as a National Archives pub;ication.
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INTRODUCTION

This inventory supplements Preliminary Inventory NC-31, "Records
of the United States Coast Guard,"” in which the headquarters records
of the Light-House Service are described. The records described herein
are a part of Record Group 26, Records of the United States Coast Guard,
and amount to 430 cubic feet. They consist of the field records of the
Light-House Board and Bureau that were in the National Archives on June 15,
1904, and one series of a clipping file that was accumulated by the head-
quarters of the Bureau, The records are for the pericd 1851-1939 (a few
Spanish records are dated as early as 1838 and a few others are dated
as late a8 1943). Most of the letters sent to and received from the
Light-House Board are indexed in the so-called slip index described in
entry 38 of Preliminary Inventory NC-31., The analogues of most of the
records are described in entries 23 and 2l of that inventory.

Other field records of the Unit 1 States Coast Guard are those of
the Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, and Thirteenth Life-Saving Districts;
those of the Bering Sea Patrol; and those of the New Orleans Coast Guard
District. These records are described in entries 229, 292, and 295 of

Preliminary Inventory IC-31.
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FIELD RECORDS OF THE LIGHT-HOUSE SERVICE

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau

Records in the field districts of the Light-House Boerd and Bureau
duplicate for the most part those in the headquarters office. After so
many of the headquarters records were destroyed by a fire in the Commerce
Department Building in 1921, the field records for the period 1852-1910
were transferred to the headquartérs office, Records in varying quan-
tities and of varying dates were received from the Third, Fourth, Fifth,
Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, Ninth, Tenth, Twelfth, and Seventeenth Light-
House Districts. The records from the Third Light-House District (New
York) are dated as late as 1939 because they include records of light-
houses in Puerto Rico. There are also .ome records concerning light-
houses in the Virgin Islands before the islands became U.5. possessions. .

RECORDS OF THE THIRD LIGHT-HOUSE DISTRICT (NEW YORK). - 1854-1939.

969 vols. and unbound papers. 259 ft. ' 1

The records for the period 1854-1909--consisting chiefly of corre-
spondence of the district engineer and of the district inspector--re-
late to the maintenance, repair, and operation of lighthouses and other
aids to navigation and to personnel matters, supplies, and accounts.
Included are letters received from and copies of letters sent to private
persons and ‘the Light-House Board, which are in two parts: (1) corre-
spondence to and from private persons, and (2) correspondence to and
from the Light-House Board. Each part is arranged chronologically.
For the period from 1909 to 1939 the records comprise the “601" and
"626" files (Operations File and Aids to Navigation File in the Coast
Guard filing system); they consist of correspondence and reports of the
Light-House Bureau; and they are arranged alphabetically by name of
lighthouse or other aid to navigation. ’

RECORDS OF THE FOURTH LIGHT-HOUSE DISTRICT (PHITADEIPHIA). 1921-39.
‘1 vol. 21in. = 2
Chiefly circular letters received by the inspector. --Arranged chrono-
logically. '

RECORDS OF THE FIFTH LIGHT-HOUSE DISTRI T (BALTIMORE)., 1851-1912.

542 vals. 91 ft.

Chiefly correspondence that is similar in nature and arrangement to
the correspondence (for the period 1854-1909) described in entry 1.
Included are letters received from and copies of letters sent to light-
house keepers by the inspector and the engineer. These letters are in
two parts: (1) correspondence to and from the inspector, and (2) corre-
spondence to and from the engineer. Each part is arranged chronologi-
ca-llyc : ’ '
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RECOHDS P THE SIXTH LIGHT-HOUSE DISTRICT (CHARLESTON, 8.C.). 1916, X
1 vol. 2in, I ‘ 4
Consist chiefly of letters and circular letters .received. Arranged

ch::ono}pgica;ly. - : C

-RECORDS. OF THE 'SEVENTH AND EIGHTH LTGHT-HOUSE DISTRICTS (kEY WEST AND

. MOBILE, AND NEW ORLEANS), - 1850-,1, 1867-194%0. 54T vols. end un= - -
bound papers. .60 ft. -y S

. ~-Records. of these districts are grouped together because of the -

frequent :variations in district boundaries. The records consist

chiefly. of . correspondence similar- in nature and arrangement to ‘the

comgpom;ehc‘e_,j described in entry 1. Included are some letters re- -

lating to 1ights in Puerto Rico and some reports. Also included are ' -

letters reteived fram and copies of letters sent to 1ighthouse keepers -
by the inspectors and engineers; these letters are in two parts: (1)
correspondence to and from the inspectors, and (2) correspondence to

and from the engineers. Each part is arranged ‘chronologically.

RECORDS OF THE NINTH LIGHT-HOUSE DISTRICT (CHICAGO). .1886-1905.
168 vols. apd unbound papers. 28 ft, - . o ]
These records consist of correspondence. similsr in pature and ar-

- rangement to the correspondence described in entry 3. . . .

5 vols. "L £t. : : ~ S 1
These records ¢onsist of all letters. received by both the inmspector
and the engineer, " Arranged chronclogically. 5

RECCRDS OF THE TWELFTH LIGHT-HOUSE DISTRICT (SAN FRANCISCO). 1855-59,
1871-1923. 9'vols: and unbound mapers. 10 £t. o 8
In two parts: (1) volumes of Press .copies of letters received by

the inspector. for the period 1855-59; and (2) letters received and -

copies of letters seémt, reports, and various records relating to

- wrecks for the period 1871-1910. The records in each part are ar-

RECCRDS OF THE TENTH .‘Lxém-am DISTRICT (BUFFALO). 1893-1938.

ranged chronalogically, L
RECORDS .QF THE SEVENTEENTH LIGHT-HOUSE DISTRICT (PORTLAND, OREG.).’
©1909-2207 73 vels. 6 ang T.nc oo oo T

-+ . Letters .received by both the inspector and the engineer. Arranged
chronollosicmy... . '.._ :, . ces .- ) .. . ) M

-REGISTER QP VISITGRS AT EDIZ HOOK LIGHTHOUSE, WASH. . (SEVENTEENTR

+ - LIGEP-HOUSE DISTRICT), - 1895-1943.. 1 vol. 2 in. . 10

-~ Shown are name and address of visitor and date of visit. Entries
are arranged chronologically. - SRR SR ’ ' ‘

RECCRDS COF LIGHTHOUSES IN THE VIRGIN ISLANDS. 1910-17. L4 in, ' pa g
Chiefly deeds to lighthouses and reports concerning their condition.
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These records, for the most pért in Denish, were acquired when the Virgin
Islands were purchased by the United States. Arranged chronologically.

RECORDS CF LIGHTHOUSES IN PUERTO RICO. 1838-99. 5 ft. 12
Most of these records are in paperbound volumes. They relate to

the operation, repair, and maintenance of lighthouses. Included are

a few records of the Colonial Spanish Govermment relating to the cen-

tral administration of lighthouses. The records, in Spanish, were

taken over when the United States acquired Puerto Rico. Arranged chro-

nologically. ' ‘

Bureau Records Relating to Light-House Districts

CLIPPINGS RELATING TO LIGHTHOUSES. ca. 1910-39. 12 ft. 13
Chiefly newspaper and magazine clippings, but included are some

photographs relating to lighthouses and other aids to navigation

and some handwritten or typed histories of them. This file was

created in the Light-House Bureau in the period 1910-39, but in-

formation in it dates back to.the establishment of the earliest

lighthouses in America. Material in the file is arranged by light-

house district and thereunder alphabetically by name of lighthouse

or other aid to navigation.

BA-WASH DC 6U4~17368
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Drawings Located at Coast Guard Station, Governors Island, New York
(Currently Located at Fire Island NS/NPS)

3-IF-1 Fire Island Sta. November 1908
Plot Plan

3-FI-3 Fire Island Sta. 1891
Location Map

3-IF-6 Fire Island Sta. 2 June 1857
Plan-Sections - Elevations

3-IF-7 Fire Island Sta. January 1894
Vertical Section

3-IF-8 Fire Island Sta. v January 1894
Plan of Watch Room & Gallery

3-IF-9 , Fire Island Sta. January 1894
Plan of Lantern Floor

3-IF-15 Fire Island Sta. 7 April 1868
Plan of Fire Is. Light Station

3-1F-16 Fire Island Sta. 7 March 1891
Elevation Lt. House & Dwelling

3-1F-16A Fire Island Sta. 20 Oct. 1894
Plan

3-IF-17 Fire Island Sta. 6 Sept. 1889
Plot Plan

3-IF-18 Fire Island Sta. 20 Feb. 1888
Plot Plan

3-IF-20 Fire Island Sta. v 1873
Geodetic Survey

3-IF-21 Fire Island Sta. 14 Nov. 1884
Plot Plan

3-IF-32 Fire Island Station 24 Feb. 1939
Location of Boathouse
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1370

1372

1374

1375

1379

1548

1555

2199

Sh. 10of2

2199
Sh.2 of 2

2415
Sh.10f3

2415
Sh.3 of 3

5155
Sh. 1of1

7394
Sh. 1 of 1

- 7442
Sh.1of1

7481
Sh.10of2

Fire Island Sta.
Light Sta. Reservation

Fire Island Sta.
Plot Plan

Fire Island Sta.
Lantern Watch Rm.

Fire Island Sta.

Watch Rm. Floor & Col. Plan

Fire Island Sta.
Elevation of Tower

Fire Island Sta.
Tower Electrical Plan

Fire Island Sta.

Settings of Engines & Dynamos

Fire Island Sta.
Plot Plan

Fire Island Sta.

South Elevation Light House Dwell

Fire Island Sta.
Plan of Cellar Dwelling

Fire Island Sta.

East Elevation Dwelling & Lt. House

Fire Island Sta.

Protective Covering for Tower

Fire Island Sta.

Heating System Dwelling

Fire Island Sta.
Buoy Pier

Fire Island Sta.
Boat Cranes Detail
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3 June 1904

9 August 1902

Jan. 1894

Jan. 1894

No date

24 July 1894

13 Sept. 1894

7 April 1868

No date

No date

No date

17 April 1912

22 March 1929

28 June 1929

26 March 1970
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7481 Fire Island Sta. 26 March 1970
Sh. 2 of 2 Boat Crane Details

7529 Fire Island Sta. 3 April 1931
Sh. 1 of 3 House - Elevation & Details

7529 Fire Island Sta. 3 April 1931
Sh. 2 of 3 House - Cellar & 1* Floor Details

7529 Fire Island Sta. 3 April 1931
Sh.3 of 3 Elevation & Details Station Dwelling

7825 Fire Island Sta. 14 Sept. 1932
Sh. 1 of 1 Beach Protection

7833 Fire Island Sta. 20 Sept. 1932
Sh. 1 of 3 1* Order Lens, Revolving Apparatus &

, Pedestal

7833 Fire Island Sta. 31 Aug. 1932
Sh. 2 of 3 Sections

7833 Fire Island Sta. 20 Sept. 1932
Sh. 3 of 3 Pedestal Doors & Revolving Apparatus

7840 Fire Island Sta. 20 Sept. 1932
Sh.1of 1 Temporary Lens Installation

7963 Fire Island Sta. 10 Oct. 1933
Sh. 1 of 1 Plot Plan

8221 ' Fire Island Sta. 9 Sept. 1937
Sh.1of 1 Installation of Electric Light Dwelling

8332 Fire Island Sta. 1 Aug. 1938
Sh. 1 of 3 Sections & Details

8332 Fire Island Sta. 1 Aug. 1938
Sh. 2 of 3 Motor Drive for Lens

8332 Fire Island Sta. 1 Aug. 1938
Sh. 3 of 3 Motor Drive for Lens Details

8336 Fire Island Sta. 10 Aug. 1938
Sh. 1 of 1 Lamp Stand
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8383
Sh. 1 of2

8393

Sh. 2 of 2
8485
Sh.1of1
100231
100446

Sh. 1 of 2

100446
Sh.2 of 2

100669

100871
Sh.3of 14

100871
Sh.50f 14

100871
Sh. 6 of 14

100871
Sh. 8 of 14

100871
Sh. 9 of 14

100871
Sh. 10 of 14

100871
Sh. 11 of 14

Fire Island Sta.
Boathouse & Track Details

Fire Island Sta.
Boathouse & Track Elevation
Proposed 1937

Fire Island Sta.
Topographical Survey

Fire Isl. Sta.
Plot Plan

Fire Island Sta.
Dwelling Plan

Fire Island Sta.
Dwelling Elevations

Fire Island Sta.
Plot Plan

Fire Island Sta.
Dwelling 2nd Floor Plan-
Front Elevation

Fire Island Sta.

Dwelling Elevations

Fire Island Sta.
Dwelling Sections-Elevation

Fire Island Sta.
Boathouse-Foundation Plan-Section

Fire Island Sta.
Boathouse - Floor Plan-Elevation

Fire Island Sta.
Boathouse-Elevations

Fire Island Sta.
Launchway Section
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18 Jan. 1939

18 Jan. 1939

12 Jan. 1940

June 1920

July 1925

July 1925

9 June 1920

No date

No date

No date

No date

No date

No date

No date
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100871 Fire Island Sta. No date

Sh. 12 of 14 Launchway Sections

100873 Fire Island Sta. No date

Sh. 1 of 4 Plot Plan

100873 Fire Island Sta. No date

Sh. 2 of 4 Barracks-Foundation & First Floor Plan

100873 Fire Island Sta. No date

Sh. 3 of 4 Barracks Sections-Elevations

101723 Fire Island Sta. 27 April 1940

Sh. 1 of 1 Plot Plan

102413 Fire Island Sta. 29 June 1945
Antenna Tower

102631 Fire Island Sta. 22 Sept. 1950

Sh. 1 of 4 Floor Plan Tel. Repeater Bldg.

102631 Fire Island Sta. 22 Sept. 1950

Sh. 2 of 4 Tel. Repeater Bldg.

: Elevation (South, North, East, West)

102631 Fire Island Sta. 22 Sept. 1950

Sh. 3 of 4 Details & Plans Tel. Repeater Bldg.

102631 Fire Island Sta. 22 Sept. 1950

Sh. 4 of 4 Typical Details - Tel. Repeater Bldg.

F925-S16 Fire Island Annex | April 1914

Sh. 2 of 2 Details of Tee

F925-S17 Fire Island Annex April 1914

Sh. 1 of 2 Pier & Walk Details

F925-SI8 Fire Island Annex 10 Aug. 1914
Telefunken Compass Building

F925-S-20 Fire Island Annex July 1914

Compass Aerial Foundation

F925-S-22 Fire Island Annex 4 June 1915
Compass House Foundation
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F925-S24

F-925-S-25

F925-S27

F925-S29

F925-S30

F925-S31

F-925-S-32

F-925-S-33

F-925-S34

F925-835

F925-S36

F925-S38

F925-S-39

F925-S40

F925-S41

Fire Island Annex
Telefunken Aerial Foundation

Fire Island Annex
Plan-Elevations-Sections

Fire Island Annex
Sewage Disposal System

Fire Island Annex
Landing Wharf-Plan-Sect-Details

Fire Island Annex
Foundation Plan

Fire Island Annex
2nd Floor Plan-East Elevation

Fire Island Annex
North-South Elevations

Fire Island Annex
Sections & Details

Fire Island Annex
1* Floor Heating & Plumbing Plan

Fire Island Annex
2nd Floor Heating & Lighting Plan

Fire Island Annex
1% Floor Electrical Plan

Fire Island Annex
Misc Details

Fire Island Annex
Heating System Extension

Fire Island Annex
Canteen & Storeroom Shelving

Fire Island Annex
Water Supply System
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June 1915

16 May 1916

Aug. 1916

March 1918

February 1919

February 1919

February 1919

February 1919

February 1919

February 1919

February 1919

December 1918

November 1918

March 1919

July 1919
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F925-S42
F925-S55
F925-S78
F925-S79

Sh.1of 1

F925-S80
F925-S81
F925-S-85
F925-S93

Sh. 1 of 1

F925-S94
Sh. 1 of 2

F925-S95
Sh. 2 of 2

F925-S98
Sh. 1 of 3

F925-S99
Sh. 2 of 3

F925-S100

F925-S-318

NY1264
Sh. 1 of 1

Fire Island Annex
Plumbing Plan

Fire Island Annex
Tank Tower Bracing

Fire Island Annex
Engine House Foundation Repairs

Fire Island Annex
Water Supply System Repairs

Fire Island Annex
Proposed Fresh Water Lines

Fire Island Annex
New Water Supply System

Fire Island Annex
Showing Conditions

Fire Island Annex
Pier-Boardwalk Grading

Fire Island Annex
Storm Damage Repairs

Fire Island Annex
Storehouse-Plan-Elevation-Sections

Fire Island Annex
Barrack Repairs

Fire Island Annex
C.R.M. Quarters Repairs

Fire Island Annex
Barracks Repairs

Fire Island Annex
Sewage Disposal System

Fire Island Annex
Diesel Generator Foundation
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September 1919

April-1928

30 July 1935

7 April 1936
1936

9 July 1936

30 June 1936
21 February 1939
23 March 1939
23 March 1939
13 Oct. 1939
13 Oct. 1939
13 Oct. 1939
10 Oct. 1934

28 Aug. 1947
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NY1373
Sh. 1 of 1

NY83354

83-391

NY83457
Sh. 1 of 1

NY83513
Sh.1of 1

NY83708
Sh. 1of 1

NY83755
Sh. 1of 1

03-1270

03-1398

Sh. 1of 2

03-1398

Sh. 2 of 2

03-1565

03-1565

03-1565

.03-1787

Fire Island Annex
Underground Electric Service

Fire Island Sta.
Plot Plan

Fire Island Sta.
Log of Deep Well

Fire Island Sta.
Dwelling & Barracks, Alterations
Details

Fire Island Sta.
Inscription Board

Fire Island Sta.
Fuel Qil Tank & Connections »

Fire Island Station
Recreation & Toilet Facilities

Fire Island Sta.
Plan & Details Sewage Disposal

Fire Isl. Rad Annex
Diesel Generators

Fire Isl. Rad Annex
Air Conditioning

Fire Isl. Rad Annex
Air Condition Unit

Fire Island Sta.
7 Pile Dolphin

Fire Island Sta.
7 Pile Dolphin

Fire Island Sta.
7 Pile Dolphin

Fire Island Rad. Annex
Arrangement of Electric Power Schematic
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29 March 1948

7 Feb. 1950
7 Dec. 1939

2 Aug. 1941

17 Oct. 1940
16 Dec. 1941

3 Nov. 1942

18 May 1931
20 Oct. 1947
22 May 1950
22 May 1950
17 Feb. 1953
17 Feb. 1953
17 Feb. 1953

22 Jan. 1958
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03-1866 Fire Isl. Radio Annex 12 March 1958

Sh. 1 of 2 Architectural Improvements to Bldg.

03-1867 Fire Island Rad. Annex 12 March 1958

Sh. 2 of 2 Architectural Improvements to Bldgs.

03-1951 Fire Island Sta. 12 Sept. 1958
Reflector Antenna Bracket

03-2235 Fire Island Sta. 21 Oct. 1960
Resurfacing Tower Exterior

03-2242 Fire Island Sta. 2 Nov. 1960
Repairs to Free Standing Steel Bulkhead

03-2339 Fire Island Radio Annex 6 April 1961
Revision of Existing Evap. Condenser

03-2424 Fire Island Sta. 6 Sept. 1961
440 Volt Shore Tie Installation

03-2460 Fire Island Sta. 19 Feb. 1964
Electrical Schematic

03-2513 Fire Island Sta. 2 April 1962
Repairs to Existing Freestanding
St’l B’lkhd

03-2610 Fire Island Rad. Annex 21 Sept. 1962
Const. on Septic Tank & Drainage

03-2612 Fire Isl. Rad. Annex ' 5 Oct. 1962
Plumbing & Water Treating Equip.

03-2618 Fire Isl. Rad. Annex 19 Feb. 1963

Sh. 1 of 2 Fire Detection & Alarm System

03-2618 Fire Island Rad. Annex 19 Feb. 1963

Sh. 2 of 2 Fire Detectors & Alarm System

03-2619 Fire Island Sta. 19 Feb. 1963

Sh. 10of 3 Fire Dwelling Detection & Alarm System

03-2619 Fire Island Sta. 19 Feb. 1963

Sh. 2 of 3 Fire Detection Alarm System
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03-2619
Sh. 3 of 3

03-2701
03-2702
03-2768
Sh. 10f2

03-2768
Sh. 2 of 2

03-2707

03-2715

03-2745

03-2805

03-2814

03-2878

03-3049
Sh. 1 of 7

03-3049
Sh. 2 of 7

03-3049
Sh.3 of 7

03-3049
Sh. 4 of 7

Fire Island Sta.
Fire Detection & Alarm System

Replacement of Standby Generator

Fire Island Sta.
Modification to Fuel System

Fire Island Radio Annex
Waterproofing Plan & Elevations

Fire Island Rad. Annex
Windows & Doors

Fire Island Annex
C02 System for Transmitter Room

Fire Island Rad. Station
Heating Repairs

Fire Island Rad. Annex
Roofing Plan & Sections

Fire Island Sta.
Installation of New Generator

Fire Island Sta.
Paved Roadways - Plot Plan & Section

Fire Island Sta. ]
Galley Modernization

Fire Island Sta.
Dwelling & Barracks Additions

Fire Island Sta.
Dwelling & Barracks Additions

Fire Island Sta.

Dwelling & Barracks Additions

Fire Island Sta.
Dwelling & Barracks East & West Elevat.
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19 Feb. 1963

18 April 1963

1 May 1963
14 Feb. 1964
14 Feb. 1964
17 April 1963
30 April 1963
1T August 1963
12 Nov. 1963
9 Jan. 1964
12 Feb. 1964
20 May 1940
20 May 1940
20 May 1940

20 May 1940
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03-3049 Fire Island Sta. 20 May 1940
Sh. 5 of 7 Dwelling & Barracks Alternations
03-3049 Fire Island Sta. 20 May 1940
Sh. 6 of 7 Dwelling & Barracks Alterations
03-3049 Fire Island Sta. 20 May 1940
Sh. 7of 7 - Storehouse Plan & Elevation
03-3050 Fire Island Sta. 11 Feb. 1936
Sh. 1 of 3 Combination Store House
03-3050 Fire Island Sta. 11 Feb. 1936
Sh.2 of 3 Combination Store House
03-3050 Fire Island Sta. 11 Feb. 1936
Sh. 3 of 4 Combination Store House
03-3051 Fire Island Sta. 29 April 1940
Sh. 1 of 8 Launchway
03-3051 Fire Island Sta. No date
Sh.2 of 8 Outer Steel Bulkheads
03-3051 Fire Island Sta. No date
Sh. 3 of 8 Plan of Framing for Wharfs
03-3051 Fire Island Sta. No date
Sh. 4 of 8 Wharf Sections
03-3051 Fire Island Sta. No date
Sh. 5of 8 Wood Bulkhead Sections
03-3051 Fire Island Sta. No date
Sh. 6 of 8 Wharf Sections
03-3051 Fire Island Sta. No date
Sh. 7 of 8 Wood Bulkhead Elevations
03-3051 Fire Island Station No date
Sh. 8 of 8 Launchway
03-3052 Fire Island Sta. 12 June 1941
Store House 30' x 40'
Elevations
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Historical Documents Relating to the
First Fire Island Lighthouse and Keeper’s Dwelling
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40 B
Title to and descripltion of the Fire Island Lighthouse reservation,

Site File, New York No.
1825.
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
24, , 77>0.

December 2

. n//;zd/m///;z .
@'3 hcrehg wthg il e anneaed @ a lwe (V/}/ c//ww;

a paper

7 /é sn 4. office of the Bureau of Lighshomees, Washington, B. C.
g:mjasigngr Qf mma:_____
{orric1AL TITIE.)

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

f. B, Potnem

3 ﬂyctthg cerbify Lt
e jyﬂ&/ //Z //5’475571; (’/’//‘7//”6’{&//’ ¢S P20, and - wits el Zhe G ¢ / 477//17

—Copmisaioner of Lighthouses

and it /z// /a’z/// and ciccdit s w/zé/ é’ /zw;z v 2 cxz/uz(w?ﬂz @S ;/zc/
In witness whevent, :7( Arze Heteunts sulbcseded my

name, and cawsed tie seal ¢ / 72 %mzz‘wm/
/ %mmﬁfz VY /2’ /7//»57/ Mg 27Th (zf/
— 027017 //('/n //z//

sitie fandicd and —_Swenty.

Aoting  Sccretary of Commerce

11=2920

U.S. Coast Guard Files 1260-1265
National Archives RG 26

Box 923 E50
File 1264-E

Correspondence of the Bureau of Lighthouses
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TO ALL TO WHOM THESE CnZSEXTS shall come - send Greeting:
Whersas by“an Aot of the Legislature of the State of New York
entitled an "Aot to vest in the United States of America the
exclusive Ju;isdiction in ond over a piece of land in the Town
of Ialip in the County of Suffolk and for other purposes passed’
April 20th, 1825 reciting that by an act of the Congress of the
United Stetes of America pussed at tne last session thereof
8 Light Bouse is directed to be built neer FPire Island Inlet
on the South Side of Long 1sland in tue County of Suffolk gnad
that it appears by the memorial of the mthorised agent of the
Govermment of the ssid United States that & suitable pisce of
land had been dealignated by him for the purpose aforesaiad which
land having been thrown up and formed by the motion of the sea
end the setting of the ourrents doubts are entertained as to
tre validity of the title to the same of those Wwho are the »
Proprietors of the adjoining 1ande And-that it appears-meet gnd —
pProperx that the land should be csded. to the United States on
payment of the velue thersof to those who msy be found to have
title to the same. And enacting that the jurisdiction in and
over all that certain traoct of lend and beach situated in the
Town of Islip, in tho.Connty of Suffolk amd State of New York
being the West Bnd of the Eaéf Beaoch of Fire Island Inlet be-
ginning on the southerly side of the same at low vater mark on

the Atlantio Ocean in a range of branded stakes thenoe north

thirty-two chains to low watef mark on the Great South Bay in-

579
cluding all the land %o the West of the said North line to Fire
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Igland Inlef aforesald at low water mark be and the same was by
said aot oéded to the United States of Ametrica for the parpose
of erescting a Light,-lious_e on tne same. And further enacting
that Iredwell Soudder snd Smith Carll Zsquires of the County of
Suffolk and Samuel S. Gardimexr Bsquire of the City of New York
be and they are were by the said act appointed commissioners to
appraise and estimate the vaiue of the land desoribed in said Act
and required 'by the Act of the Congress of the United States of
Amerioa for the erection of a Light-House on the same in the County
of Suffolkx, Whose report when made and duly Certified unier their
bands and seals and filed as of record in the Office of the Assistant
Register in Chanocery for this State, should de bdinding snd cone-
clusive againat the owner or owners of the said lend gnd om all
persons whomsoever interested therein. And that on filing the
Report of the Oommiesioners which in and by sald Aot it is made
their duty to d on or before the firat day of September next
the amount of such appraisement shall be paid on the part of the
United States of America to the sald Assistant Register amd remain
in court subject I° the order of the Chansellor. And further
snsating that the seld Commissioners appointed for the purposes
aforesald before they should proceed % the lox-acution of the
duties asaigned them by the sald Ast should take aem Oath or
affirmetion before some Magistrale euthorised to administer oaths
impartially to execute the druats reposed in them which oath or

affirmation ﬁaa directed to be atta'wized $t0 and filed with their
580

report of estimate. And the said Oommiesioners were also direoted
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by the said Aot before they proceed 50 the valuation and estimate

of tLe saia lands to give at least fourteen days previocus notice

by publishing the sume in a Hewepaper printed in the said County

of Suffolk to the owners and dlaiments of the said lamd. And also

to the Agent or Agents on the part of the United States of the time

and place of their meeting for the purpose of meking such estimate

end veluation of the said landes And further enasting that the said

Commicsioners should file a dupliocate of tkeir report duly acknow-

ledged and proved in thes marmer required dy law for the recording

of Aseds in the Office of the Clexk of the County of Suffolk vwhose

duty it should bs to vecord the 8~me in the Book of Oonvayanoes etoe -

for szid County. And that the sald Commissioners should also file

with the 8atd Ol erk the Certificate of the Assistant Register in

Chancery that tke smount of such valuation of the said land had

been paid to him as a deposit in the sald Court of Chancery

agreeably to ®aild Aot and tuat thereupon the United-States of America- - -
jg:ufntitiod t0 the possesaion of the sald land. Now Enow Ye that we

Tredwell Scuddey Saith Carll and Ssmuel S, Gardiner the Commiss ioners

named in sald Aot after having taken the oath reunired. amd dirscted

in and by eald a0t A Copy of vhich Oath 13 annexed to. thisour Heport.

And after having given at least fourteen days previous notice of the

time and plaas of our meeting as roqﬁired by 8ald Aot which notice

wes published in a pullis Hewspaper oallsd the American Sagle and

printed in the Towm .o:e Buntington in the said County of Sp.ftolk a oopy

of Which sald notice and alse an affidavit of ite publication is

581 :

hereto annexed d1id meet pursuant to said notice at the House of
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lutlior Loper on tis “twenty-seventn éay of ilay Righteer hundred and
twenty~five for tae purpoes of gppruising ond catinating the value
of tle ‘aam laad particulurly de3czribed in the said A3t and in this
Hgporte Aad that wo 443 estimate aad appraise the yulne of the said
ileand as dssoribed in tno szid Ast to bs Pifty Dollars.

I ;';Iﬁﬁs %HZIBOP we nave hareunto 32t our kands =nd sesls
this twenty-seventa day of day in the year of our Lord ouze thoussnd
el::t hundred and twerdy iive.

3i:ned and sedled in tns ) Tredwell Scudder (Le8.)

presemnce of ) Smith Carll {(LeS.)
Joremish 3mith i Saml ¢SeGardiner (L.8,)
Henry Brewster )

surfclx County ss. )

On thizs trventy seventh day of Hasy in tie year Zighteen Hundred
ani Zwemty Five personslly cpreered before me Fredwell Scudder,
Smitk Caxll and 3amuel 8, Gardiner xnowm to me to be the persons
deseribed in and who exeocuted the above Beport and they duly ack-
nowledge that they exsout ed the same for the uses and pwrposes there-
in nentionede.

Benxy Brewster,

Cormisaioner of Deeds.
Csty & Comnty of New York as.

Samuel S, Gardiner one of tho Commissioners
appointed in and by a eerxtain Aot entitled gn "ACT to vest in the
United Btetes of America the exolusive jurisdiotion in asnd over
‘a plece of land in the Town of Ialip in the County of Suffoli &

for other purposes” pessed April 20th, 1825 to appraise anmd odtimate

. 582
the value of tbe 1and dedcribed in sald Aat being sworn saith that
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he vill imp=rtlalily exscuts thoe trust reyposed in him by said act,
Tatad Hay 4th, 1825

Sworn this 4th day of Hay )
1828, before R. Riker. ) Samle Se Gardiner.

County of Suffolk ss.

' Predwell Soudder & Smith Carll of the County of
Suffolk two of the Coomissioners appointed in and by a certain Act
entitled "An Act to vest in the United States of America the ex~
elusive jurisdiction in & over a plece of land in the Town of Islip
in the County of Suffolk amd for other purposes passed April 20th,
1828 to appraise & estimats the value of the land described in said
Act being severally sworn say that they will impartially oxednte
the truat reposed in them by said Act. Dated May 4th, 1825. |
Sworn this 9th day of )

May 1826 before ) - Predwell Loudder
Eliphalet Mowhsy ) Smith Carll.
Jugtice

PUR.IC NOTICE is hereby given to all parsons interssted that
%he Commissioners appointed in and by a certain Act entitled "An

Aot t0 vest in the United States of America the exvlusive jurisdiotion

in and over a piece of land in the Town of Iaslip in the County of
Suffolk and far other purposes” passed the 80th of April 1825 %
aypraise md estimate the value of the land desaribed in sald Act,
will meet on Friday the Tweaty seventh dgy of May inatant at the
house of Lugher Loper, Innkesper in the Town of Islip in said County

. 583
of Suffolk and 3tate of New York for the purpode of msking welr
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estimate and valuation of the seid 1land 'and whioh land in the
befors men tioned acf is described as follows, to wit:  All
that certain tract of 1land aad beach situeted in the town of
Is1ip in the County of Suffolk amd State of New York being the
West End of the Zast beach of Fire Island Inlet beglmning on the
southerly nide of the same at low water mark on the Atlantis
Ocean in a range of branded stakes, thenoce north ihirty two
Chaine to L ow water merk on the Great South Bay including all
the land to the West of tne sald Horth line to Fire Islend Inlet
aforessid, at low water marke.
Dated the sixth day of May 1826«

Saml. S. Gardiner )

Tredwell Scudder ) Commsrs,

Smith Carll

To the owners and dlaimant® of the land desoribed in the adbove

notice and the Agent on the part of the United States.
County of Suffolk ss, _

" Hiram Lesskell being sworn syys that on the twel 2th day
of ¥ay instant he pwlished in a pulilic Newspuper of which ha is
Riitor oalled the "American Eagle" printed and published in the
Town of Huntington and County of Suffol< a notice of which the above
is a true copy.

:;:nbgmor?:: day of Ney ; Eiram Hesakell.

John S. Mavunt )
Commissioner to take affidavits otd.

I, John L. Lawrence, Assiatant Register of‘ the Court of
Qhanooiy do hersby oertify that Jonathan Thompeon Collector for the

Port of Hew York has this day on the part of the United States paid

I T A T U P S e T el
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to methe sum of Pifty Dollars as a Depoait in the said Court of
Chancery it being the amount of the appraisement a.nvd. valuation of
a piece of land desoribed in a certain Act of the Legislature of the
State of Hew York entitied. "An Act to vest in the United States
of pmerica the exclusive Jurisiiotion in and over a plece of land in
the Town of Islip in the County of Suffolk and for other purposes”
passed Arril 20th, 1825 and required by the Act of the Congress of the
United States of America for the ereotion of s Light-Eouse on the samse, -
which appraisement and valuastion was made by Tredwell Scudder, Smith
Carll and Semuel S. Gardiner, Commissionexs sppointed for that
Purpose under the sald Act, ° And the said Commissieners have this
day filed in my office fhsir report as directed by said Act.

Dated Hew York Mgy 31st, 1828. '

John L. Lawrence
(Duplicate) Asgie tant Register.

Suffolk County )
Clerk's Office. ) 88. I, James B. Cooper Clerk of said County do

hersby Certify that the foregoing are true topies of the Report of
Commiesionsre ofeppraisement, Affidavite, Pudlic Notice and Receipt

of the Assistant Kegister in Chancery whioch wars filed in my office
on the 9th day of June 1826 and that the same are trme ooples of such
papers and of the whols thereofe And I also Certify that said Report
was Recoxded in my of fice on the 12th aay of Octeber 1864 at 2 o'clook
P.Ms in Liber 80 of Oonvaya.més page 67 eto.
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IN TESTIMQKI WHZIKEOF I have hereunto set my hand and
seal of offide this 30th day of N.vember 1854, ’

James B, Cooper.

ClXk,
x..-.- ---—x

3Suffolk:

, :csm:
iCounty:
L------o-x

(Reca Dec. 11/54)

$1.25 fegn

BeXe Fire Ialend~ title to Light-bouse Site.
Beoorded Oontraot Book lc. 1 Page 396, Lt. Lo.Bd,
Hew Yoxx files 40

Bnplosure A.

VDD G Ay PN e W B

Office of the Superintendent of Lighthouses, Zrd Distriot,
AN:S8  Tompkinsville, H.X. December 14th, 19D,

I hereby oertify thet the adove is a true copy of the
sopy of the title papers on filo in this office.

Su& ent of Lighthouses,

3rd District.
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with iron cranes, hooks and

RG 26

U.S.C.G.

Lighthouse Sites

0ld Lighthouse Records
Advertisements for Proposals
1812-1847

July 12th, 1825

Proposal for Light House on
Fire Island Inlet - 74 feet
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APPENDIX B8.

Fire Island Light
July 5th 1853.

Sir,

I have been daily expecting the pleasure of a visit from you, which I
have the more desired, since the Light traverses badly - running but a
short time before it stops & needs to be started again - This is caused
no doubt from the clock requiring cleaning, which I do not understand.

I am entirely out of Whiting & Soap, and have no cleaning towels or
muslin for cleaning the glasses - only as I find them myself.

There are but fourteen spare chimnies on hand which as you will be
aware is a small stock -

Hoping soon to see or hear from you.

I remain

Very respectfully
Sir

your obedt sert.
Benjamin Smith

To A. Ludlow Case Engr.
Inspector of Lights &c. 3rd District
New York.

Field Records of the Light-~House Board and Bureau

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Miscellaneous Letters to the Inspector - 1854.
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Fire Island Light
5th September 1853

Sir,

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your two létters of the 18th & 22d

of July and beg leave to state that in my report of the 7th of June when

I took charge of this light it was stated there was on hand 65 gallons of
0il and in my report of July 1lst 28 gallons by which the consumption would
appear to be more than a gallon and a half a day. I suppose my duty was
performed when by two reports so near each other the quantity of 0il was
made known and the only apology I can plead in the present case is ignoranc
which I hope experience will hereafter correct referring again to the firsi
report the Clock of the Light House stated to be in very bad order time
which it has repeatedly stopped going entirely and I have had to ?
it turned all night the cogs slip by each other but I have mended it the
best way I could and it now goes in a rickety way with constant watching.
I have ? and recovered the chain which was lost. In conclusion
I beg leave to state that most everything connected with this Light which
is said to be one of most important on our whole coast is in a state of
dilapidation both Light house fences, boats and especially the pavements
which is in many places undermined and falling away by the blowing away

of the sand from underneath every gale of wind blows the sand as it would
snow. It is necessary that there should be a perfect protection in this

sive ? boat is wormed for the want of ? or coppering and
I have no cleaning towels soap glass chimney whiting tow
Respectfully

Your obedt servt
Benjamin Smith

A. Ludlow Case, Esqr.
Inspector of Lights
N.Y.

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Miscellaneous Letters to the Inspector - 1854,
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APPENDIX B10.

Sept. 22, 1853
Apparatus (new) Fire Island, NY

"Upon motion it was resolved - that a new illuminating apparatus of the
best quality (Catoptric) be ordered for the Fire Island Light in
consequence of the representations of the L.H. Inspector of the District -

the same to be put up with the least possible delay."

Journals of the Light-House Board, 1850-1908
National Archives RG 26
Vol. 1, page 269
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Fire Island
November 25th 1853

Sir

I spend those few lines to informe (sic) you that the Clock to the Light
stoped (sic) before the men got out of site (sic) that came and fixed it
and I cannot get it to run as well as it did before and I had to turn it
part of the time and part of the time it run would run itself and it
sill remains to this morning and you wished me to send word the best
way for sending thing heare (?) ‘I cannot tell the best way unless with
boats thats bound in this Inlet and I would like to have something to
carry coal up in the light house for they sent any thing have for that
purpose.

Respectfull& yours
Benjamin Smith

Mr. A. Ludlow Case
Inspector of Lights

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Miscellaneous Letters to the Inspector - 1854.
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APPENDIX B12.

Jan. 30, 1854

"From Lieut:. A. L. Case — Jany. 12 relative to repairs of clock-work
at Fire Island Lt. House and sending plans, proposals etc. for new

machinery -~ Referred to Committee on Engineering.

Journals of the Light-House Board, 1850-1908
National Archives RG 26

Vol. 1, page 384
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APPENDIX B13.

Dec. 5, 1854

"The same committee ask to be discharged from the consideration of the
communication from Lt. A, L. Case, Jan. 12, 1854, in relation to plans
& proposals for revolving machinery for Lt. Houses, and with reference

to clock at Fire Island. The work having been authorized and executed."

Journals. of the Light-House Board, 1850-1908
National Archives RG 26

Vol. 2, page 52
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APPENDIX C.

Historical Documents Relating to the
Second Fire Island Lighthouse and Keeper’s Dwelling
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Cl.

C2.

C3.

Ca.

Cs.

Cé6.

C1.

Cs.

C9.

C10.

Cl11.

Ci2.

Cl13.

Ci4.

C1s.

List of Historical Documents

1857-1909. Data relating to the Fire Island Lighthouse published in the annual reports of
the Light-House Board. 4 pages.

1850’s

March 4, 1857. Letter from a Stone Contractor to Engineer. Requesting specifications for

stone for building the house. 1 page.

March 24, 1857. Letter from Secretary of the LH Board to Engineer. Appropriation for
rebuilding the Fire Island Lighthouse. 1 page.

April 6, 1857. Letter from a Stone Contractor to Engineer. Cost of delivering granite
ashlar for lighthouse. 1 page.

April 8, 1857. Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board. Recommending stone
be employed in rebuilding the lighthouse. 1 page.

May 26, 1857. Letter from Engineer to a Brick Manufacturer. Request for proposal to
deliver bricks at Fire Island. 1 page.

May 29, 1857. Letter from a Brick Manufacturer to Engineer. Cost of delivering bricks to
Fire Island. 1 page.

May 29, 1857. Letter from a Stone Manufacturer to Engineer. Cost of furnishing and
delivering granite for foundation of lighthouse. 1 page.

June 1, 1857. Letter from Engineer to a Brick Manufacturer. Requesting proposal for
furnishing bricks. 1 page.

June 1, 1857. Prepared by Engineer. Estimate of Cost of Light Hdﬁse at Fire Island. 1

page.

June 3, 1857. Letter from Secretary of LH Board to Engineer. Approval of design and
estimate for the rebuilding of the lighthouse, with exception of system of iron ties. 1 page.

June 5, 1857. Letter from a Stone Contractor to Engineer. Proposed cost for delivering
stone to Fire Island Lighthouse. 1 page.

June 5, 1857. Letter from a Stone Contractor to Engineer. Cost for furnishing stone. 1
page.

June 16, 1857- Letter from a Brick Manufacturer to Engineer. Cost of furnishing brick. 1
page.

June 17, 1857. Letter from Keeper Fire Island (?) to Engineer. Extending wharf so that
materials could be delivered to site more expeditiously. 1 page.
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Cl16.

C17.

C18.

C19.

C20.

C21.

C22.

C23.

C24.

C2s.

C26.

C27.

C28.

C29.

C30.

C31.

C32.

June 21, 1857. Letter from Overseer of Works Great West Bay to Engineer. Driving piles
at Fire Island. 1 page. ‘

June 22, 1857. Letter from a Brick Manufacturer to Engineer. Sending regrets, proposal
not accepted. 1 page.

June 24, 1857. Letter from Engineer to a Stone Contractor. Acceptance of proposal for
supplying stone for lighthouse. 1 page.

June 25, 1857. Letter from Engineer’s Asst. to a Brick Manufacturer. Notifying brick
contract awarded to another manufacturer. 1 page.

June 25, 1857. Letter from Overseer of Works Great West Bay to Engineer. Cost of taking
Pile Driver and Screw to Fire Island. 1 page.

June 29, 1857. Letter from a Stone Contractor to Engineer. Delivery of stone. 1 page.
July 3, 1857. Letter from Engineer to a Stone Contractor. Delivery of stone. I page.
July 9, 1857. Letter from a Stone Contractor. Delivery of stone. 1 page.

July 11, 1857. Letter from Overseer of Works Great West Bay to Engineer. List of
additional Tools and Implements to be sent to Fire Island. 1 page.

July 18, 1857. Letter from Overseer of Works Great West Bay to Engineer. List of Tools
transferred to Fire Island. 1 page.

July 23, 1857. Letter from Secretary of the LH Board to Engineer. Lantern boxed and
ready for transport. 1 page.

July 23, 1857. Letter from a Lumber Manufacturer to Engineer. Notification Timber
forwarded. 1 page.

July 28, 1857. Letter from Overseer of Works Fire Island to Engineer. Request for
supplies needed at Fire Island. 1 page.

August 15, 1857. Letter from Overseer of Works Fire Island to Engineer. Delivery of
stone, bricks, cement and timber. 1 page.

August 28, 1857. Letter from Engineer’s Asst. to a Stone Contractor. Additional stone
required at Fire Island. 1 page.

August 31, 1857. Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board. Estimate for
rebuilding Fire Island Lighthouse. 1 page.

September 21, 1857. Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board. Estimate for
rebuilding Fire Island Lighthouse. 1 page.
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C33.

C34.

C35.

C36.

C37.

C38.

C39.

C40.

C41.

C42.

C43.

C44.

C45.

C46.

C47.

C48.

October 21, 1857. Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board. Estimate for
rebuilding Fire Island Lighthouse. 1 page.

January 20, 1858. Letter from Engineer to a Transport Contractor. Transport of machinery
and tools to Fire Island Lighthouse. 1 page.

January 21, 1858. Letter from Secretary of the LH Board to Engineer. Comments on First
Order illuminating apparatus. 1 page.

March 20, 1858. Letter from Engineer to a Transport Contractor. Transport of machinery
and tools to Fire Island Lighthouse. 1 page.

March 20, 1858. Letter from Engineer to Light Keeper at Great West Bay. Delivery to
Transport Contractor of equipment for Fire Island Lighthouse. 1 page.

March 20, 1858. Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board. Storage of the Fire
Island illuminating apparatus. 1 page.

April 9, 1858. Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board. Requesting permission
to purchase bricks for facing the Fire Island Lighthouse Tower. 1 page.

April 9, 1858. Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board. Requesting permission
to remove courses of foundation that appear deficient. 2 pages.

April 10, 1858. Letter from Secretary of the LH Board to Engineer. Board does not
approve recommendation to take down part of the foundation and approval to purchase
additional brick. 1 page.

April 12, 1858. Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board. Proposal to put a
double number of iron bands in the lower ten feet of the tower. 1 page.

April 12, 1858. Letter from -Engineer to a Lantern Manufacturer. . Request to deliver
lantern. 1 page.

April 14, 1858. Letter from Secretary of the LH Board to Engineer. Approval of installing
iron bands per letter of April 12, 1858. 1 page.

April 15, 1858. Letter from Secretary of the LH Board to Engineer. Bill for illuminating
apparatus. 1 page. ,

April 19, 1858. Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board. Notice that the Light
apparatus sent to Fire Island and the concrete samples are firmer. 2 pages.

April 20, 1858. Letter from Secretary of the LH Board to Engineer. Drawings of a lantern
very nearly like that of Fire Island will be sent when the Engineer requires them. 1 page.

April 23, 1858. Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board. Request for balance of
appropriation. 1 page.
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C49.
C50.

Csl.

Cs2.
C53.
Cs54.

Css.

Cs6.

Cs57.
Cs8.
C59.
C60.
Ce61.
C62.

C63.

May 1, 1858. Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board. Balance of
appropriation. 1 page.

May 11, 1858. Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board. Request to obtain
clock for Fire Island Lighthouse. 1 page.

May 27, 1858. Letter from Secretary of the LH Board to Engineer. Project nearing
completion, request for description of tower and notification that the tower is to be yellow.

1 page.

May 27, 1858. Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board. Data on tests
undertaken on French Moderator Lamps destined for Fire Island. 1 page.

July 3, 1858. Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board. Enclosing description of
the Fire Island Lighthouse per request of LH Board (description not included here). 1 page.

July 3, 1858. Notice to Mariners. Notification that on November 1, 1858, a 1% Order
revolving light will be exhibited for the first time at Fire Island. 1 page.

July 12, 1858. Letter from Engineer to Secretary to the LH Board. Two moderator lamps
to be transported to Portland and report of inspection of experimental washes on Fire Island
Lighthouse. 2 pages.

July 14, 1858. Letter from Secretary of the LH Board to Engineer. Pistons of 1% Order
lamp for Fire Island need improvement and the coating for the tower exterior is approved.

1 page.

August 14, 1858. Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board. Proposal to use the
stone in the First Lighthouse Tower and Keeper’s Dwelling in the new dwelling. 1 page.

August 16, 1858. Letter from Secretary of the LH Board to Engineer. Order by Board to
notify keeper to vacate house when required by Engineer. 1 page.

August 23, 1858. Letter from Secretary of the LH Board to Engineer. Approval for
building dwelling at Fire Island. 1 page.

August 27, 1858. Letter from Engineer to Supt. Fire Island. Desire to construct three
round windows in tower. 1 page.

September 30, 1858. Letter from Engineer to LH Board. Description of new lighthouse
tower and keeper’s dwelling at Fire Island. 1 page.

November 4, 1858. Letter from Engineer to Secretary of the LH Board. Report that the
Fire Island Light was exhibited on November 1, and burned excellently. 1 page.

December 8, 1858. Letter from Secretary of the LH Board to Engineer. Notice that item
for slating at Fire Island is additional. 1 page.
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Co4.

C63.

Cé66.

Cé7.

Ce8.

C69.

C70.

C71.

C72.

C73.

74.

75.

C76.

C71.

C78.

January 1, 1859. Return of tools, machinery and other public property in charge of
Engineer. List of items at Fire Island Light House. 2 pages.

April 26, 1859. Estimate for Montauk Pt. Tower. Estimate includes several references to
Fire Island Lighthouse. 1 page.

1860°s

1860’s. Data extracted from unpublished monthly and annual reports of the Inspector and
Engineer to the Light-House Board. 1 page.

May 5, 1865. Letter from Acting Engineer to LH Board. Report of conditions at the Fire
Island Lighthouse site. 2 pages.

May 13, 1865. Light-House Board Journal. Reported repairs authorized. 1 page.

May 20, 1865. Letter from LH Board to Engineer. Authorization to repair Fire Island
Light House per letter of May 5, 1865. 1 page.

March 22, 1866. Letter from LH Board to Engineer. Receipt of letters regarding necessary
repairs at Fire Island, work not authorized until appropriations are available. 1 page.

January 23, 1868. Letter from Acting Engineer to LH Board. Notice that enclosed (not
included here) is a tracing showing plan of tower and keeper’s dwelling. 1 page.

January 27, 1868. Letter from LH Board to Engineer. Notice that purpose of tracing is for
a Coast Survey Chart, and photographs of the Station in Washington, D.C. office are not
sufficient. 1 page.

April 7, 1868. Letter from Engineer to LH Board. Tracing of outlines of tower and
dwelling enclosed (not included here) and sent to Supt. of Coast Survey. 1 page.

1870

1870’s. Data extracted from unpublished monthly and annual reports of the Inspector and
Engineer to the Light-House Board. 5 pages.

September 21, 1871. Letter from Engineer to Keeper Fire Island Light. Man will be sent
to repair tower and dwelling. 1 page.

October 16, 1871. Letter from Engineer to Keeper Great West Bay Light. Request to
forward to Fire Island Lighthouse cradle and cement washer tools. 1 page.

1825-1874. Abstract history of the Fire Island Light Station. 2 pages.

December 31, 1875. Letter from Keeper Fire Island Light to Inspector. Report in relation
to new wick in light. 1 page.
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C79.

C80.

C81.

C82.

C83.

C84.

C85.

C86.

C87.

C88.

C89.

C90.

CI1.

C92.

C93.

- January 5, 1876. Letter from Inspector to LH Board. Submitting report (pot included here)

regarding English wick. 1 page.

July 17, 1877. Letter from President Western Union to LH Board. Request to install
telegraphic apparatus on lighthouse tower. 1 page.

August 27, 1877. Letter from Engineer to LH Board. Report on damage to lens apparatus
of light at Fire Island. 1 page.

August 31, 1877. Letter from Engineer to LH Board. Notice of repair to lens of Fire Island
light. 1 page.

December 28, 1877. Letter from Keeper Fire Island Light to Inspector. Regarding
placement of telegraph wire on tower. 1 page.

January 2, 1878. Letter from Inspector to LH Board. Description of proposed placement
of West. Un. Tel. Co. telegraph wire on tower. 1 page.

1880’s

1880°s. Data extracted from unpublished monthly and annual reports of the Inspector and
Engineer to the Light-House Board. 6 pages.

March 1880. Form No. 36. Description of Light-House Tower, Buildings, and Premises at
Fire Island. 16 pages.

December 8, 1883. Letter from Inspector to LH Board. Report on increased consumption
of lard oil at Fire Island Light. 2 pages.

July 11, 1884. Letter from Inspector to LH Board. Notice that on July 8, 1884, the mineral
oil lamp at Fire Island Lighthouse was put into use. 1 page.

October 31, 1885. Letter from Keeper Fire Island Light to Inspector. Cost of maintaining
Fire Island Light Station from November 1, 1884 to October 31, 1885. 1 page.

1886 and 1887 Field Records. Notice of materials purchased for repairs to dwelling at Fire
Island. 1 page.

September 21, 1887. Letter to Engineer from LH Board Secretary. Approval to make
repairs requested by Inspector. 1 page.

July 25, 1888. Letter from Engineer to LH Board. Necessity of forming a masons crew
that could travel from station to station, including Fire Island. 1 page.

November 7, 1888. Light-House Board Journals. Authority given to build a set of boat-
ways, a boat house and a cradle for Fire Island Light Station. 1 page.
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C94.

C9s.

C96.

C97.

C98.

C99.

C100.

C101.

C102.

C103.

C104.

C10s.

C106.

C107.

1890’s

1890’s. Data extracted from unpublished monthly and annual reports of the Inspector and
Keeper to the Light-House Board. 6 pages.

August 9, 1890. Scientific American article on Fire Island Lighthouse. 1 page.

February 16, 1891. Letter from Engineer to LH Board. Proposal to apply a coat of black
asphalt paint to remedy crumbling brick and changing color of lighthouse from yellow to
black and white stripes. 1 page.

March 2, 1891. Light-House Board journals. Approval to apply asphalt paint and change
color of lighthouse at Fire Island. 1 page.

March 7, 1891. Letter from LH Board to Engineer. Official approval to the Engineer to
undertake work specified in February 16, 1891 letter. 1 page.

August 6, 1891. Notice to Mariners. Notice of Change in Color of the Tower at Fire Island
Light Station to occur during the month of August. 1 page.

August 29, 1891. Authorization for 300 Galls. Asphaltic Slag paint for painting tower. 1
page.

May 7, 1894. Light-House Board journals. Report on a proposal to install a bivalve
lightning light at Fire Island Light Station. 1 page.

May 17, 1894. Letter from LH Board to The Secretary of the Treasury. Recommendation
to install an electric light at Fire Island. 2 pages.

May 3, 1897. Light-House Board journals. Seeking appropriate location to place electric
light, not to be installed at Fire Island. 1 page.

September 9, 1899. Correspondence of the Light-House Iéétablishment. Notice of cost for

material and labor for repairs to dwelling. 1 page.
1900’s

1900’s. Data extracted from unpublished monthly and annual reports of the Inspector and
Engineer to the Light-House Board. 4 pages.

March 5, 1901. Letter from Engineer to LH Board. Reference to an article in Engineering
Record for a new coating for the Lighthouse at Grande Pointe au Sable, 9th/District.
Engineer requests copy of plans and specifications as Fire Island is plagued with similar
problems. 1 page.

March 2, 1901. Copy of the article as noted above which appeared in the Engineering
Record. 1 page. 4
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C108.

C109.

C110.

Cl111.

Cl112.

C113.

Cl14.

C115.

Cl11e.

Cl117.

C118.

C119.

C120.

C121.

C122.

C123.

December 27, 1901. Letter from Engineer to LH Board. Enclosing Bids for furnishing
cast iron railing posts, railing &c. for Fire Island Light Station. 3 pages.

September 1903. Cost of supplies furnished to Engineer. Blacksmith making ironwork for
Fire Island Station. 1 page.

April 23, 1906 to August 28, 1906. Miscellaneous correspondence in reference to
establishing a wireless telegraph station at Fire Island. 5 pages.

June 1906. Cost of supplies furnished to Engineer - glass and putty for Fire Island Light
Station. 1 page.

November 19, 1907. Letter from Asst. Engineer to LH Board. Cost of the installation of a
vapor lamp at Fire Island. 2 pages.

February 11, 1908. Letter from Asst. Engineer to LH Board. Candle power of the old and
new lights at Fire Island. 1 page.

June 1908. Miscellaneous letters regarding increasing the intensity of Fire Island light. 13
pages.

October 8, 1909. Letter from Captain to Major, 3rd/Dist. Coal shed needs repairs and-
kitchen pumps and sinks furnished to assistant keeper’s. 1 page.

September 23, 1909. Letter from Inspector to Keeper Fire Island. Annual Property Return
Comments. 1 page.

February 15, 1909. Requisition for extra supplies. 1 page.
1910’s
January 15, 1910. Requisition for extra supplies. 1 page.

May 8, 1911. Letter from Inspector to Commissioner of Lighthouses. Recommendation of
annual allowance for heating the Watch Room at Fire Island Light Station. 1 page.

May 29, 1911. Proposed work and cost estimate for Fire Island Light Station. Repairs to
dwelling, including reshingling the roof. 2 pages.

April 9, 1912, Letter from Asst. Superintendent to Inspector. Report on the exterior
condition of the Fire Island Lighthouse tower. 1 page.

April 25, 1912, May 8, 1912, and May 29, 1912. Proposed work and cost estimate for Fire
Island Light Station. Installation of reinforcing bands and protective coating on tower. 3

pages.

July 12, 1912. Letter from Keeper Fire Island to Inspector. Request for additional mason
and two laborers. 1 page.
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C124.

Cl125.

Cl126.

C127.

C128.

C129.

C130.

C131.

C132.

C133.

C134..

C13s.

C136.

C137.

C138.

C139.

August 7, 1912. Letter from Inspector to Keeper Fire Island. Necessity of expediting
work. 1 page.

September 11, 1912. Progress Report of protective coating work from Keeper Fire Island
to Inspector. 2 pages. ‘

September 29, 1912. Progress Report of protective coating work from Keeper Fire Island .

to Inspector. 1 page.

October 14, 1912. Letter from Inspector to Keeper Fire Island. Related to costs of repair
work. 1 page.

October 31, 1912. Letter from Keeper Fire Island to Inspector. Installing bird guard. 1
page.

November 9, 1912. Letter from Keeper Fire Island to Inspector. Removal of staging. 1
page.

November 15, 1912. Letter from Keeper Fire Island to Inspector. Removal of 16 iron
stanchions from tower gallery. 1 page.

December 12, 1912. Statement that cost of repairs to Fire Island Light Station exceeded
authorized amount due to greater difficulty associated with the protective coating work on
the tower. 1 page.

November 29, 1913-to May 11, 1914. Miscellaneous letters relating to the protective
coating applied to the lighthouse tower at Fire Island Light Station. 16 pages.

June 12, 1915. Article sent to Mrs. R. J. Tracy of Patchogue from the Light-House Board.
Historical summary of the Fire Island Lighthouse. 2 pages.

_February 25, 1916. Letter from The Secretary of the Navy to The Secretary of Commerce.

Placing underground all overhead wires. 1 page.

August 30, 1918. Letter from Keeper Fire Island to Supt. of Lighthouses. Report of
damage and repairs made to tower as a result of lightning striking pinnacle. 1 page.

1920’s
August 1927. Newspaper article. “Lighthouse Baby is Born on Beach.” 2 pages.

March 23, 1929. Proposed work and cost estimate for Fire Island Light Station. Provide
hot water heating systems for quarters of three keepers. Specifications included. 8 pages.

April 30, 1929. Fire at Fire Island State Park. Oil House demolished. 1 page.

June 20, 1929 and July 1, 1929. Miscellaneous correspondence for increased candle power
of the Fire Island Lightship and Lighthouse. 3 pages.
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C140.

C141.

C142.

Cl143.

Cl144.

C145.

C146.

C147.

C148.

C149.

C150.

C151.

November 27, 1929. Letter from The Surgeon General to Commissioner of Lighthouses.
Reporting on unsanitary water conditions at Fire Island. 1 page.

December 19, 1929. In-house report on water conditions at Fire Island Light Station. 1
page.

1930°s

January 2, 1930. Letter from Commissioner of Lighthouses to The Surgeon General.
Advising that the unsanitary water conditions will be corrected. 1 page.

April 3, 1931. Proposed work and cost estimate for Fire Island Light Station. Make
alterations to dwelling; install running water supply system; install sanitary sewage
disposal system. Specifications included. 11 pages.

July 18, 1932. Letter from Chief Constructing Engineer to Supt. of Light-Houses. Length

of flash of the modified Shinnecock lens to be installed at Fire Island. 1 page.

July 22, 1932. Proposed work for Fire Island Light Station. Replace the present lens and
apparatus with a more efficient lens. 1 page.

October 27, 1933. Letter from The Franklin Institute, Philadelphia, to the Deputy
Commissioner of Lighthouses. Seeking data on the Fire Island Fresnel lens that was
transferred to the Institute. 1 page.

May 26, 1937. Letter from The Secretary of The Navy to The Secretary of Commerce.
Regarding wireless station. 3 pages.

January 13, 1938. Proposed work and cost estimate for Fire Island Light Station. Renew
roof covering and replaster halls and two rooms. Specifications included. 11 pages.

June 7, 1938. Proposed work and cost estimate for Fire Island Light Station. Change light
from 10V to electric incandescent. Miscellaneous correspondence related to the change
included. 13 pages.

January 18, 1939. Proposed work and cost estimate for Fire Island Light Station. Drive
well 200" and install electric pump. Specifications included. 6 pages.

1939. Historical Summary of Fire Island Lighthouse, which appeared in Guide to
Historically Famous Lighthouses in the United States, prepared by the U.S. Coast Guard. 1

page.
1940’s

No Data
1950°s

No Data
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C152.

C153.

C154.

C15s5.

C156.

C157.
C158.

C159.

C160.

Cl161.

C162.

1960°s

January 1969. Request to modernize equipment, relocate and automate Fire Island Light.
2 pages.

1970’s

December 12, 1973. Notice to Mariners that Fire Island Light will be relocated to the
water tower at Robert Moses State Park. 1 page.

February 11, 1974. Correspondence relating to relocating the Fire Island Light. 1 page.
August 4, 1975. Survey of the Coast Guard Annex Fire Island Light Station. 7 pages.

October 21, 1975. Report of conditions and corrective actions required at the Fire Island
Lighthouse. 2 pages.

October 24, 1975. Operations order for Fire Island Light Station. 2 pages.

News release defining agreement between the U.S. Coast Guard and the National Park
Service. 1 page.

1980’s

1981 Transfer of 37.2 acres of land by the General Services Administration to the
Department of the Interior. 12 pages.

1981.National Register of Historic Places Inventory - Nomination Form. 4 pages.
1981.National Park Service’s Classified Structure Field Inventory Report. 2 pages.

1983.Recommended Treatments, Fire Island Light Station. 9 pages.
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APPENDIX C1.

1857

1858

1866

1867

1868

1869

1871

Data relating to the Fire Island Lighthouse
From the annual reports of the Light-House Board, 1857-1909

Note: Each annual report covers the fiscal year July 1 - June 30 for the respective year.

First-class lighthouse at Fire Island. A wharf, store-house, and temporary barracks for the
accommodation of the workmen have been constructed, and the greater part of the material
required for the construction of the tower has been procured and landed at the site, and it is
expected that the tower will be completed and ready for exhibiting the first order lens from
it by the middle of the next summer.

Upon completion of the first class tower at Fire Island, now under construction, and which
it is expected will be finished early next season, there will be three first class light-houses
fitted with first-order lens apparatus, properly distinguished, on the seacoast of Long Island -
from Montauk Point to the entrance to New York, a distance of about 120 miles, which will

.render the navigation along that coast, with ordinary care and precaution, entirely “easy and

safe”.

Fire Island light-house, the rebuilding of which was commenced in the summer of 1857, is
nearly completed, and the new light will be shown for the first time on the 1* of November
next.

During the season now closing, repairs, more or less extensive, have been completed on
eighteen stations. (Fire Island was included in the list.)

Fire Island, Long Island Sound. - The roof of keeper’s dwelling has been repaired, and new
doors and steps made for the cellar.

145. Fire Island. - Nothing required except some small articles of supply, which will be
furnished.

144. Fire Island, sea-coast of Long Island. - The tower at this station is in good condition.
The keeper’s dwelling and fences need some small repairs. The illuminating apparatus has
been overhauled and adjusted. A Funck lamp has been fitted in place of the mechanical
lamp hitherto in use. Boat has been newly rigged and mooring supplied. Lanterns, curtains
and fixtures, new pump, tool-chest and necessary tools, have been furnished.

170. Fire Island, Long Island. - The outside painting on the tower is very defective, and
does not appear in the color represented in the Light-house list. Many bricks are crumbled,
and require to be replaced by sound ones, and the tower covered with Portland cement-
wash. Speaking-tubes and an alarm-bell are also needed to communicate from the watch-
room with the keeper’s dwelling. An estimate of $500 is submitted herewith.
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1872

1873

1874

1875

1876

1878

1879

1885

1886

1887

1889

1890

1891

1894

169. Sand’s Point, Long Island, New York.

173. Great West Bay, Long Island, New York.

174. Fire Island, Long Island. New York. A special appropriation having been made for
the repair of these stations measures will be speedily taken to place them in a good
condition, and to repair the enclosures before the winter sets in.

Repairs to Fire Island.

183. Fire Island, New York. - The repairs at this station authorized under the act of June
10, 1872, have been completed and the station placed in good condition.

Repairs to Fire Island.

190. Fire Island, south side of Long Island, New York. — Repairs have been made to the
illuminating apparatus at this Station. The lantern has been sheathed anew and the tower

cement-washed and recolored.
Repairs to Fire Island.

Repairs to Fire Island.

196. Fire Island, Fire Island Inlet, south side of Long Island, New York. Mineral-oil
lamps were set up during the year, and certain minor repairs were made.

At the following-named stations, repairs more or less extensive were made during the year:
197. Fire Island, N.Y. (included).

At the following-named stations, repairs more or less extensive were made during the year:
203. Fire Island, N.Y. (included).

214._ Fire Island, south side of Long Island, New York. - Repairs were made to the

keeper’s dwelling and tower, a boatway 120 feet long was built, the boat-house was fitted
with winch, and a coal bin was built.

239. Fire Iéland, south side of Long Island. New York. - An oil-house was built and the
boat-ways were length

243. Fire Island, south side of Long Island. New York. - The oil-house was completed,
and various repairs were made.

276. Fire Island, New York. - This is the most important light for transatlantic steamers
bound for New York. It is generally the first one they make and from which they lay their
course. It is a first-order light, flashing white at intervals of one minute. The illuminant is
an oil lamp of 500-candlepower, and the intensity of the flash equals 63,830 candles. Mr.
Henry Lepaute, of Paris, France, a manufacturer of lens apparatus for light-houses,
exhibited at the World’s Columbian Exhibition, held in Chicago in 1893, what is known as
a bivalve lightning light, with electricity as an illuminant. It is called bivalve because it
consists of two powerful range lenses, 9 feet in diameter, back to back, and is named a
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1895

1897

1898

1900

1901

1905

1908

lightning light on account of the brilliancy and short duration of the flash. The arc light
used is of very high candle power, and the makers claim that the intensity of the flash will
be proportionately greater. The apparatus is so arranged as to give a flash every five
seconds. The duration of the flash is about one-tenth of a second. The Light-House Board
concluded to purchase this apparatus and install it in Fire Island light tower in place of the
present lens. This necessitated in addition a steam and electric-light plant and a boiler and
engine house to contain them. The steam and electric-light plant has been delivered by the
makers at the Staten Island general depot. The boiler and engine house is now being built.
During the change the light will be shown temporarily from a fourth-order lens.

284. Fire Island, seacoast of New York. - The ceiling and walls of the dwelling were
repaired and patched. The watch-room deck was pointed and grouted. The following
named work, preparatory to establishing the new electric light, was completed: A power
house and coal shed were built. Two boilers, one engine, one dynamo, and one exciter
were put in place. A narrow-gauge railroad was built from the beach to the coal shed. All
the ironwork necessary to adapt the lantern to the new apparatus was fitted, and is now
stored at the general light-house depot ready for shipment. A fourth-order lantern was
placed temporarily on a bracket on the south side of the tower to be used while the new
light is being installed.

317. Fire Island, New York. - The steam and electric plant established at this station was
returned to the General Light-House Depot on December 21, 1896.

325. Fire Island, New York. - Telephone connection with the light-house engineer’s office
was established on May 5, 1898, under the appropriation for national defense. On May 18
the station was furnished with a signaling out fit [sic].” The station was connected by
telephone with the Life-Saving Service line, so that messages can be sent to Quoque Life-
Saving station and connection made there with the central station at Quogue, so that
messages can be repeated at the Life-Saving station direct with the general light-house
depot.

348. Fire Island, New York. - A series of experiments in wireless telegraphy were made at
this station by signal officers of the War Department, the use of the building and grounds
being granted by the Light-House Board for the purpose. Various repairs were made.

358. Fire Island, New York. - Fifty-four running feet of damaged foundation wall, on
south side, was replaced, the east wall was repaired and partly replaced, the flagging of the
pier was relaid, the pier fence was repaired and portions were rebuilt. Minor repairs were
made.

372. Fire Island, New York. - The survey of the light-house reservation was extended and
completed. Various repairs were made.

Fire Island, New York. - Fire Island light is the objective point of all vessels approaching
New York Harbor from the eastward after making Nantucket Shoals light-vessel, and it is
of the greatest importance to navigation that this light should be of a character equal to that
of the best lights in existence elsewhere. It is estimated that this station can be equipped
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1909

with modern high power iiluminating apparatus at a cost of $30,000, and the Board
recommends that an appropriation of that amount be made therefor.

Fire Island light is the objective point of all vessels approaching New York Harbor from
the eastward after making Nantucket Shoals light-vessel, and it is of the greatest
importance to navigation that this light should be of a character equal to that of the best
lights in existence elsewhere. It is estimated that this station can be equipped with modern
high power illuminating apparatus at a cost of $30,000 and the Board recommends that an
appropriation of that amount be made therefor.
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" Bluehill March 4 1857

J. C. Duane-

Dear Sir we suppose that before this time you know about the appro-
priation for the Light House at Fire-Island, if so & your going to build,i
we would like to have you send specifications of the stone that you will
want in building the house.

Yours respectfully

J. Nescott & Co. (?)

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Miscellaneous Letters to Engineer (Letters from Light-House Board,
from September 10, 1856 to August 25, 1857) Vol, 12
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Treasury Department
Office L.H. Board
- March., 24, 1857

Sir:

Congress at its late session made an appropriation of $40,000. for
rebuilding the Lt House at Fire Island.

This 1lst/ order revolving apparatus for the proposed tower may be
set down in round figures at $10,000.-, leaving $30,000. - for the tower
which should not be less than 150 feet ~-- focal plane, above mean low

water.

I have to request your early attention to this subject in consid-
eration of the importance of a lst/ order light at that point.

Very respectfully

Comdr T. N. Jenkins
Secretary

Lieut., J. C. Duane
Corps of Engineers
New York

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.
Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26 '

Miscellaneous Letters to Engineer (Letters from Light-louse Board,
from September 10, 1856 to August 25, 1857) Vol. 12
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New York April 6. 1857.

To. Lieut. Duane
Sir,

I hereby agree to furnish and to. deliver at a wharf in Fire Island
Inlet, say 50,000. cubic feet -- more or less, of granite Ashlar for
Light-House with bids and builds roughly duped, but well formed, at the
rate of sixty five cents per cubic foot, or. I will deliver the same on
a wharf in New London, Conn. for fifty three cents per cubic foot.

I will furnish and deliver in Newark Bay. N.J. granite as above
specified at the rate of sixty one cents per cubic foot.

Very Respectfully Yours,

S. B. Peet (?)

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Miscellaneous Letters to Engineer (Letters from Light-House Board,
from September 10, 1856 to August 25, 1857) Vol. 12
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New York April 8th 1857

Lieut H. B. Franklin
Sec't of L. H. Board

Sir

The appropriation for rebuilding the Light House at Fire Island

. will be reduced by the purchase of a Lantern and illuminating apparatus
to about $25,000. This sum will not probably be sufficient to erect a
Tower of the required size - even if brick were employed. This material
does not appear to me to be any means adapted to a work of such import-
ance and in such an exposed situation. I would therefore recommend stone
to be used in this case. The present appropriation would be sufficient
to build the Tower and probably the Lantern, leaving the apparatus to be
purchased from a new appropriation or some other source.

The Tower at Montauk is badly cracked and will require rebuilding
before many years. In placing the new Lantern and Lens upon it, it will
be advisable to use as far as possible such material only, as can be
transferred easily to another Tower. The expense of refitting this
tower will be about $2,000, this does not include the Lantern.

Very respectfully,

J. C. Duane
Lieut. of Engrs.

Correspondence Received by the Light-House Board, 1853-1900.
National Archives RG 26 -

Bound in Letter Book No. 51, page 54
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New York May 26 1857

Chas Page Esq.
Danvers Mass

Sir

1 enciose herewith my check for $637 00/100 on Apr Treas N.Y. to your
order in payment for 63.750 Bricks are per vouchers rec'd with yours of 25.

I wrote some ten days since requesting you to make proposals for
"delivering 800 tons Bricks at Fire Island, the first lot to be delivered
about the middle of July.

The L.H. Keeper states that there is twelve feet of water on the bar
at low water at that place -

Respy your obt sert

J. C. Duane
Lieut of Engr.

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26 ‘
Letter from Engineer to Light-House, p. 57
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Danvers, May 29th/ 1857

Lieut. J. C. Duane -
Sir, yours of the 26th/ is received enclosing the draft for $637.50.

I send you enclosed the bill of ? for sixty ton ? common
bricks which with the previous freight will make seventy-eight-ton,
please send me vouchers for $585.00 - .

I regret that I did not receive your letter which was written previous
to this, requesting me to give you my proposal for supplying you with the
? ?  bricks at Fire Island on account of making arrangements for
burning my first kilms - I think however I can furnish you the bricks as

fast as you will want them at the same price that I furnish this lot,
notwithstanding bricks are higher at present than they were in the Spring.
That is $10.00 per ton on board the vessel. I have not been able to
ascertain what would be the probable cost of transportation at the place
you name, but will do so if you wish me as soon as I can satisfy myself

of the prospect of obtaining vessels to take them so that theremay be no
delay; but if I cannot land them immediately on the spot I think some one
nearer could do it better and cheaper than myself. I am willing to do all
I can to obtain the vessels here as I have done so far for Mr. Kimball,
and would like to have you answer this as soon as you can with convenience
to your self, as I shall not dispose of any bricks until I hear from you.
I shall send you another freight of about 40 ton in about ten days if you
should not inform me that they will be wanted before.

Yours truly

Charles Page

P.S. If you except (sic) my proposal please inform me of number of bricks
you will want in July.

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Miscellaneous Letters to Engineer (Letters from Light-House Board,
from September 10, 1856 to August 25, 1857) Vol. 12
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New York May 29. 1857

Lt. Duane Corps of Engineers

? We propose to furnish the Granite for Foundation of Fire
Island Light House as per Plans and deliver the same at Fire Island for

the sum of eighty cents (.80) per cubic foot.

Respectfully your obt svt.

Beals & Janes
per Noble

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.,
Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854~1939

National Archives RG 26
Miscellaneous Letters to Engineer (Letters from Light-House Board,

from September 10, 1856 to August 25, 1857) Vol. 12

634




APPENDIX C9.

New York June 1 1857

Charles Page -Esq.
Danvers Mass.

Sir

I enélose herewith vouchers in tripl- for 58.500 Bricks amtg to
$585- which please sign & return to me.

Before I make any decision concerning the Bricks for Fire Island I
.wish to have a proposal from you for them delivered at that place- As I
have several other proposals and shall shortly decide upon them, it would
be well to forward yours with as little delay as possible.

Respy your obt svt

J. C. Duane
Lieut of Engr.

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26 '
Letters from Engineer to Light-House Board, p. 59
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New York June 1 1857

Estimate of Cost of Light House at Fire Island

800 _ Brick $8000
1200 1bs. cément 1500
Stone for foundation 4700 ft. ' 2820
Concrete for foundation 650 yds. 3250
Stone steps 160 1600
Stone for Cornice 500 ft. 500
Cast Iron 2500 _ 1000
Stone Floors 300 __ ft. 300
Wrought Iron ladders, railings, &c. 8000 200
Work Masons 1610 days , 4000
" Carpenters 250 days 500
" Stone Cutters 150 375
" Blacksmith 150 ‘ 300
" Laborers 2000 2500
Freight 4000
Machinery Tools, etc. _1500

Total  $32,345

J. C. Duane
Lieut. of Engrs.

Correspondence Received by the Light-House Board, 1853-1900.
National Archives RG 26
Bound in Letter Book No. 51, page 64
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Treasury Department
Office L.H. Board
June 3. 1857

Sir

Your design and estimate for the rebuilding of the Fire Island Inlet
Light House have been received and referred to the Board.

I have been directed to inform you that they are approved, with one
exception, and that you are authorized to proceed with the construction as
soon as the money is available, which will be on July 1, 1857,

The exception referred to is the system of iron ties introduced by
you. The Committee of Engineering is of the opinion that the walls joining
the inner cylinder to the outer walls might be materially strengthened by -
the introduction of ? or sheet iron ties running from the cylinder to
the outer walls, and having their ends turned up, but does not approve of
the horizontal rings. o

I shall be in New York on Friday.
Very Respectfully

W. B. Franklin
Secretary

Lieut. J. C. Duane
Corps Engr.
New York, N.Y.

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light~House District (New York), 1854 1939
National Archives RG 26

Miscellaneous Letters to Engineer (Letters from Light-House Board,
from September 10, 1856 to August 25, 1857) Vol. 12
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Brooklyn June 5th/ 1857

1 offer to furnish the stone as required by sheet of specifications for
Light House on Fire Island for the sum of Three Thousand Nine Hundred &
Seventy five Dollars. The privilege being accorded to me of making one

? 1 in less than 2 ft. & one ? 1 in more than 2 ft. in viso (7).

- $3,975 signed ? ?

One fourth delivered in a month and one additional quarter every ensuing
15 days.

signed ? ?

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26 ,

Miscellaneous Letters to Engineer (Letters from Light-House Board,
from September 10, 1856 to August 25, 1857) Vol. 12
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New York June 5th/ 1857

Lieut. J. C. Duane
Sir
I hereby propose to furnish stone as per plans and specifications for

Fire Island Light House, delivered at the Wharf on the Island for Fifty

cents‘pér cubic foot (stone to be in the rough).

John ?
Greenwich, Conn.

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.
Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939

National Archives RG 26
Miscellaneous Letters to Engineer (Letters from Light-House Board,

from September 10, 1856 to August 25, 1857) Vol. 12
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Coxsackie June 16th/ 1857

Lieut. J. C, Duane
Dr Sir

I hereby offer to deliver at Fire-Island as many good hard burned
brick selected as you may require to build the Light House at that place
for Eight ($8) Dollars per ton if burned in the ordinary way, but if
burned without the use of coal Eight Dollars & Fifty Cts per ton.

Please advise me of the time you propose commencing the delivery of
Brick - I have forgotten the time as stated by Mr. Dominick when here.

Respectfully yours

E. N. Hubbell

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.
Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939

‘National Archives RG 26
Miscellaneous Letters to Engineer (Letters from Light-House Board,

from September 10, 1856 to August 25, 1857) Vol. 12
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Fire Island Light House
June 17th/ 1857

To

Lieut. J. C. Duane
Corps of Engr's

.Sir

The distance from the northeast corner of Keepers house tb little
wharf in a straight'line is 755 feet, the little wharf has a length of
88 feet and it would require a prolongation of it of 120 feet to make
the wharf near a depth of 9 feet at low water.

Very respectfully
your obt servt.

?

e,

. . ;
. ’ &8 - - ‘
S AT wRene ] T T TS
s’
. _ 7,

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Miscellaneous Letters to Engineer (Letters from Light-House Board,
from September 10, 1856 to August 25, 1857) Vol. 12
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Light House Great West Bay
June 21st. 1857,

Sir,

.1 have progressed so far with this work as to finish setting the 5th
course of Granite Stone and correcting it level, and shall commence putting
in the Plinth in top course tomorrow morning.

It is my intention to commence the Brick Work on Monday next. (29th)
if we have fair working weather. I have heard this morning that the Capt.
of the ? that is to freight up the Iron work does not intend to
leave New York till after the 4th of July , if that is the case, it will
put us back with the Masonry, as some of the Iron work will be required
soon after the commencement of the Brick.

Yesterday I was at Hortons Point, the stormy weather of late has put
us back some with the work, but I have now five stone masons at work and
am in hopes to progress with that work more rapidly.

I leave here this afternoon for River Head, to take the Train tomorrow
morning for Islip to see about the driving of the Piles required for Fire
Island agreeably to your instructions.’

I am

With Respect
Your Obedt Sert.
Wm. Lane
Overseer

Lieut. J. C Duane
Corps U.S. Engineers
New York

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau
Records of the Third Light-House District.(New York), 1854-1939

National Archives RG 26 A
Miscellaneous Letters to Engineer (Letters from Light-House Board,

from September 10, 1856 to August 25, 1854) Vol. 12
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Danvers, June 22d 1857

Dear Sir,

Your letter of the 15 inst. is received, and I regret that you
cannot use my bricks at Fire Island.

I write to ask you, (if you have not already contracted for the
bricks for that place) if you will please inform me what would be the
most you could afford to pay per ton for bricks delivered there and if
there will be a wharf & .-- as I have a good lot of bricks I could send
you and would be glad to do so even at a small proffit (sic).

Please write me if you will be in want of more bricks at Great West
Bay before the 10th of July -

Yours truly
Charles Page

Lieut J. C. Duane
Corps of Engineers

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Miscellaneous Letters to Engineer (Letters from Light-House Board,
from September 10, 1856 to August 25, 1857) Vol. 12
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New York June 24, 1857

Messrs Bodwell & Webster
Vinalhaven, Me.

Gentln

I have decided to accept your proposal as made to Mr. Kimball for the
delivery of the rough stone at Fire Island viz Forty cents (40¢) per cubic
foot. I shall have them cut myself at Fire Island -

I shall require the stone for the first course by the 15th of July and
the remainder as soon thereafter as may be possible - You will please
advise me what will be the longest time required by you to deliver the
whole.

The stones are to be quarried of the proper sizes to cut as per
enclosed drawing -

Please advise me of the receipt of this letter as soon as received.
Yours respectfully

J. C. Duane
Lieut of Engrs.

Field Records of the Light-House Board  and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Letters from Engineer to Light-House Board, p. 65
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New York June 25, 1857

Chas Page. Esq.
Danvers Mass.

Sir

Your letter of the 22d inst is to hand. Lieut J Duane is absent from
_ the City but I can inform you that he has made a contract with E., N, Hubbell
Esq of Coxsackie N.Y. for the Bricks for Fire Island Light House.

The supply of Bricks at Great West Bay is sufficient to last till the
10th/ July, but if you have opportunity they will receive all you send, and
it is better to have a number there than to rum the risk of falling short.

Yours respectfully

F. J. Dominick

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Letters from Engineer to Light-House Board, p. 67
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Light House, Great West Bay
June 25th/ 1857.

Sir,

I have returned from Islip and can get a Pile Driver and Screw there
for $2. per day. It will cost $4 to take it to Fire Island, and the same
to return it, I conversed with a person there who had driven a few piles
in that locality, and he says they can be driven without any difficulty.

All the large stone for the Top & Plinth course are now set, and 1
shall commence with the smaller ones this afternoon, and shall have every-
thing ready for the Brick work the 1st/ of the coming week.

I am with Respect,
Your obedt. servt.

Wm Lane
Overseer

Lieut. J. C. Duane
Corps U.S. Engineers
New York

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26 '

Miscellaneous Letters to Engineer (Letters from Light-House Board,
from September 10, 1856 to August 25, 1857) Vol. 12

646




APPENDIX C21.

Vinalhaven June 29th/ 1857

Lieut Duane

Yours of the LHB came to hand yesterday with the Drawings for Fire
Island Light. You required the first delivery by the 15 of July which
is rather sooner than I was expecting them required. If we can get a
vessell (sic) to take them we will ship our cargo next week and it will
depend uppon (sic) the wind and weather abut (sic) getting there the 15th/
and the remainder will be forwarded as soon as possible ? during
August (?) Please inform, us by return of mail how much water there is
at the wharf where where (sic) we discharge the stow and ? ? was
from Mr. Kimball. Information that the facilities and the chance for
discharging was good if that is not the case ? are labouring (?)
under a mistake & I have been told that there was not but 8 feet of water
if so it is misfortunate for us to know it as more of our vessels draw aft
10 feet if is the case you will find ? to take a part of the cargo
out before going to the wharf.

Yours very respectfully.
Bodwell & Webster

Please direct your letters if written this week to
Methuen, Mass. as one of us will be there from the
4th to 7 of July.

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Miscellaneous Letters to Engineer (Letters from Light-House Board,
from September 10, 1856 to August 25, 1857) Vol, 12
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New York Juiy 3, 1857

Bodwell & Webster
Vinalhaven, Me.

Gentln
Your letter of 29 ult. has been received -

If the first cargo of stone arrives at Fire Island by the 25th of
July, it will be soon enough to answer my purpose.

I am informed by persons living at Fire Island, that there is 12
feet water on the bar, at that place at low water, and although you
should select vessels drawing as little water as possible, I presume you
will find no difficulty.

Respectfully your obt. svt

J. C. Duane
Lieut. of Engrs.

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Letters from Engineer to Light-House Board, p. 73
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Vinalhaven July 9th/ 1857

Mr. Duane

On arriving at this place we found a vessel here which we chartered to

load for Fire Island the ? will be there in all probability as soon as

the 20th of July.

Yours very resp.

Bodwell & Webster

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.
Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939

National Archives RG 26 .
Miscellaneous Letters to Engineer (Letters from Light-House Board,

from September 10, 1856 to August 25, 1857) Vol. 12
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Light House Great West Bay
July 11lth/ 1857,

Sir,

There will be required for Tools & Impiements for the Construction of the
Light House at Fire Island, in addition to those to be sent from this work.

1 Grind stone about 225 1b.

1 Set hangings for 7

1 Sand screw

1 Solid Box Vice

1 Anvil

1 ? 32 in bellows

2 Smiths sledges .

1 Smiths hammer the usual weight
2 Chaldron Smiths Coal (cumberland)
4-1 ft. crowbars

3 ? Levels 2'6" long

3 Collins Axes

1 Hand Axe for carpenters use

6 (?) kegs cut nails 8 10 .12 20
25 1b wrought nails 8"

2 Doz cotten chalk lines medium size
10 1b white chalk

1 1b red chalk

1/2 Doz ? Dippers

1 Doz Oak Buckets, Iron handles
Files 1/2 Dz - 7" 2 Dz 4"

3 sq. handsaw files

Very respectfully
Your obt. servt.

Wm Lane

Lieut J.C. Duane
Corps U.S. Engineers
New York

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New .York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Miscellaneous Letters to Engineer (Letters from Light-House Board,
from September 10, 1856 to August 25, 1857) Vol. 12
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- APPENDIX C26.

Portland, Me July 23, 1857

My dear Duane

The lantern for Fire Island (Ames) is at Chicopee, boxed & ready for
transportation. Can you take it & have it stored either in New York or at .
Fire 1d?

If you can, send to J.L. Ames Chicopee Chafs ? - and he will
send it as you direct.

Very truly yours

W. B. Franklin

Lt. J.C. Duane
Corps of Engn'r
New York

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26 ’
Miscellaneous Letters to Engineer (Letters from Light-House Board,
from September 10, 1856 to August 25, 1857) Vol. 12
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Deep River )
July 23rd/ 1857

Lieut J.C. Duane
Dear Sir

Enclosed please find Bills of ? . Timber &c forwarded to
Fire Island by Sloop Star.

For some if correct viz. -- $800.33/100 Dollars please remit.
Awaiting further orders we remain.
Your Obdt.iservts.
Stevens, Starkey & Co.

P.S. not transcribed

Wil Saw - lo oﬂa al Uheir Steam Saw al Planing Mills, on shorl polic

st s vy Al

o RA.MD TIMBER—"

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854~1939
National Archives RG 26

Miscellaneous Letters to Engineer (Letters from Light~House Board,
from September 10, 1856 to August 25, 1857) Vol. 12 .
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July 28th/ 1857

Required at Fire Island

4 Kegs 6 inch Cut Spikes
15 Bars 5/8" Round Iron

Pleas (sic) send them as soon as possible

The Sloop Star is here with another cargo of Lumber and will finish
dischargeing (sic) this afternoon the wharf will be ready -- for vessels
to discharge cargoes on by Friday and Saturday next.

The articls (sic) sent by the Steamer Scremer has been received in
good order.

Very Respectfully

Wm Lane
Overseer

To Lieut J.C. Duane
U.S. Engineer

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854 1939
National Archives RG 26

Miscellaneous Letters to Engineer (Letters from Light-House Board,
from September 10, 1856 to August 25, 1857) Vol. 12
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August 15th/ 1857
Fire Island
Lieut J.C. Duane

Dear Sir there has been received at this work two cargoes of Rough-
Stone for concrete one of 55 tons and one of 25 tones (sic) both of the
Captains say they cannot bring any more at the same rate but as they will
both have to call at your office for they say you will have an opportunity
of making a bargain with them yourselfe (sic) if you wish them to go for
more

The two cargoes of brick have been landed.

There will be required as soon as you can make it convenient 400
barrels cement

Also 1450 running feet of 4" x 4" Maple (?) Joice (?) for one track
commencing at the dock and running as far on shore as to the center of the
Light House

Also 180 tyes (sic) about 7 feet each - 4 feet apart.

Very Respectfully
Your obe., servnt.

Wm. Lane
Overseer

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Miscellaneous Letters to Engineer (Letters from Light-House Board,
from September 10, 1856 to August 25, 1857) Vol. 12
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New York Aug. 28 1857

Messrs Bodwell & Webster
Vinalhaven, Me.

Gentln

I am directed by Lieut Duane to inform you in reply to yours of the
21st/ inst that there will be required at Fire Island thirty two pieces of
granite as follows

\

16 pieces = 5 feet 6 inches long
1 foot 8 " thick
2 feet - wide

6 feet 4 inches 1ong
4" 2" wide
9 inches thick

and 16 pieces -

These you may send with the remainder of your contract should you see
fit to furnish them at the same rate (40¢ per foot) -

As soon as the cargo of the "Judge Taney arrives vouchers for 75%
of the amt due will be sent you.

Respy your obt svt
F. J. Dominick

add rep
Lieut J. C. Duane New York

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau,

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26 '
Letters from Engineer to Light-House Board, p. 102
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New York August 31, 1857

Comdr T. N. Jenkins
Secretary L.H. Board
Washington, D.C.

Sir

I enclose herewith estimates for Rebuilding &c. Fire Island L.H. -
$10,000 - and for Rebuilding Papaic L.H. - $4,629.43,

The amount for Fire Island L.H. is required to pay for materials
& labor, whilst that for Papaic L.H. is to cover the amount paid for
stone for foundation for that L.H.

Respy. your obt svt.

J. C. Duane
Lieut. of Engrs.

Correspondence Received by the Light-House Board, 1853-1900.
National Archives RG 26 '

Bound in Letter Book No. 70, page 487
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New York Sept. 21st, 1857

Comdr. T. N. Jenkins
Secretary of the L.H. Board
Washington, D.C.

Sir

I forward herewith Estimates in dupl. as follows for
Rebuilding &c. Fire Is. L. House $5000-
Completing Great West Bay L. House
Repairs Ec. of L. Houses 3000~
Supplies for L. Houses 4000-

The amount of the estimate for Great West Bay L.H. is left
blank - I have to request that you will cause it to be filled with
the amount now available in the Treasury. This should be about
$9000-

The amount required for Repairs &c. includes the amount needed
to complete Point L. House as well as that for some
necessary repairs at other.places - The amount $4000 from Supplies
&c. is to cover the expense of purchasing and erecting lanterns at
several light houses -

Respectfully your obt. svt.

J. C. Duane
Lieut. of Engrs.

Correspondence Received by the Light-House Board, 1853-1900.
National Archives RG 26
Bound in Letter Book No. 70, page 488
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New York Oct. 21 1857

Com, T. N, Jenkins
Secy L.H. Board
Washington, D.C.

Sir

I forward herewith Estimates for Special for $5000 for
Rebuilding Fire Is. L. House, and $5000 Rebuilding Bergen Point L.
House - Also for $1000 for Supplies for salaries &c. of workmen
employed in workshop -; and $9800 for Repairs &c. of L. Houses.

0f this last amt. $5000 is required to complete Great West Bay L.
House, $800- to complete Bu light at Lloyds Harbor; and $4000 for certain

general repairs in the diézfict, including Light Houses, at Coxsackie,
Saugerties, Gull Is., Faulkners Is., Great Captains Island &c -

Very respectfully,
your obt. svt.

J. C. Duane
Lieut. of Engrs.

Correspohdence Received by the Light-House Board, 1853~19 -
National Archives RG 26 ’ %

Bound in Letter Book No. 70, page 494
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New York January 20 1858

Martin V.B. -Squire Esq.
Goodground. N.Y.

Sir

I have to inform you that I have decided to accept your proposal of
Dec. 30th/ 1857 for the transportation from Ponquog Point to Fire Island
of the following articles, for the sum of Forty dollars ($40-) - viz

1 House power machine complete

All the rigging, blocks &c at Great W. Bay Light House
3 masts. ? Trees, Boom &c

3 wooden and 1 Iron Hoist Buckets.

You will be required to keep all the foregoing articles under cover
and not exposed to the action of the weather.

The Light House Keeper has been directed to deliver the above to
you whenever you desire it -

Very Respectfully &c

J C Duane
Lieut of Engr.

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Letters from Engineer to Light-House Board, p. 156

s
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Washington D.C.
Jan. 21, 1858

My dear Duane

Your letter of the 8 inst. has been on my table since it was received,
but I have not had time to attend to it. I am afraid we will have to pay
for the lens for Fire Id whenever it arrives. For the payment for it must
come out of the appr. The only way to do will be to keep on as long as you
can, & then stop. We will give you means to finish if possible, that is
all we can promise. I hope your new lamps will work well. I think they
will do well for the three first orders, except I do not like the idea of
carrying oil to the top of the lens. I think it would be better to pump
it from the lens platform, & have a tell tale to show when it is full -
No funds have yet come from the Treasury, but they are signing Treasury
notes as fast as they can. I hope our time will come soon.

I will look for the Watch Hill sea wall plan, but it is my impres31on
that none has ever been made -

Very truly yours
W. B. Franklin

Lt JC. Duane
Corps of Engr
New York -

\

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Letters from the Light-House Board to Engineer, 1858.
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Engineer Office 3 LH Dist,
New York March 20 1858

Mr. M.V. B Squires
Goodground N.Y.

Sir
Mr Conly Lt. Keeper has been directed to deliver to you 3 Hoist Buckets
and one set of iron platform and supports, which I have to request you will

transport to Fire Id with the other materials now in your possession -

These articles may be delivered at Fire Id as soon after the first of
April next as possible -

You will be paid something extra for the above in addition to the
amount agreed upon with Lieut Duane.

Respectfully your obt servt

Jas St C Morton
LH Engr.

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Letters from Engineer to Light-House Board, p. 184

662



APPENDIX C37.

Engineer Office 3d Dist.
New York March 20, 1858

Mr. C.H. Comnly
Light Keeper GW Bay

Sir

I have to request that you will deliver to Mr. Squires for transportation
to Fire Island. Three wooden Hoist Buckets and one set of iron platform and
supports, the same as thoseused in the tower at G.W. Bay. These you will find
in the Blacksmith shop - They consist of 5 wrought iron supports and two
cast iron platforms -

Please take this receipt for the dam and send it to me at this
office -~

Very Respectfully

Jas St C Morton
LH Engr.

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26 '

Letters from Engineer to Light-House Board, p. 185
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Engineer Office 3rd Lt. House Dist.
New York March 20th/58

Capt. Wm B Franklin
Sec'y Lt House Board
Washington D.C.

Sir

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17th/ & 18th/
inst and of the inventory of the contents of the 35 boxes containing the
Fire Island illuminating apparatus -

I have receipted for the boxes to Capt. McKinstry: they have been
since the 27th/ ult. in the bonded warehouse No. 371 Washington St. I
will send them before the 27th/ inst to Fire Island, retaining for
experiment the boxes you designate -

(Remainder of letter does not refer to Fire Island)
Yours Respectfully

your obed. servt.
Jas St C Morton

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Letters from Engineer to Light-House Board, p. 183

664



APPENDIX C39.

Engr Office 3rd Lt H Dist
Apr. 9th/ 58

Capt. Wm. B Franklin
Sec'y Lt. House Board
Washington D.C.

Sir

In case that you see fit to have the tower at Fire Island proceeded
with, without carrying out my recommendation in my other letter of today
(of removing a certain number of the existing courses of its foundation)
I would request permission to purchase a hundred thousand hard brick for
facing the tower.

Lieut. Duane had intended to buy these brick if he could at this
time anticipate getting enough money to do so, and still finish the tower:
about $1,200.~ to $1,500.- will be all the expense.

I would not ordinarily write on such subjects, but in this case I
knew it was your impression that no more brick were to be bought -

I am going on briskly with the work at Passaic Lt House and will
commence the first of next week at Great-west Bay: it has been yet
almost too frosty to begin laying masonry on the sea shore - I will be
able to send my masons from Fire Island to Great West Bay while the
courses of the foundation are being removed at the former place, should
you approve my recommendation -

I remain-your obed servt-
J St C Morton
‘- H -Engr-

P.S. In looking over the 1st paragraph of this letter, I wish to amend
it by saying that in case no change is made in the foundation, I ought
to have permission immediately to buy the bricks: while if you sanction
the taking down of two or three courses, no hurry is requisite.

J St C Morton

Neo

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26 ,

Letters from Engineer to Light-House Board, P. 204
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Engr. Office 3rd/Lt. H. Dist.
April 9th/58

Capt. Wm. B. Franklin
Sec'y. Lt. H. Board
Washington, D.C.

Sir

' I was on the 7th and 8th inst. at Fire Island, when it occurred to me
to try, with a pick, the concrete filling of the foundation, which had a
bad appearance.

The work had been left off last December, when the next to the last
course of facing stone, and its filling of concrete, had been laid: the
concrete was therefore the layer which is 2 feet thick and which is from
2 to 4 feet below the level at which the brick tower rises.

I found the concrete bad, and had a hole dug as large as a barrel,
which went through this layer of concrete, and 6 inches into the under
¢ specimens of each layer were removed by me for future
reference.

I regret exceedingly to have anything to complain of with respect
to this concrete - I feel that it is a delicate business, but it would
be assuming a great risk to my reputation to build on a foundation that
might prove unreliable, and in a way that could not admit of ary conceal-
ment.

I found the concrete as far down as I got, (2'6") quite friable and
porous: the mortar could be reduced into a powder between the fingers,
easily; it was in fact no stronger than hand made.

It had every appearance of a surplus of sand, too much water in the
mixing, and not enough .

At the same time it is possible that this upper layer, and the next, had :
been injured by the frost - this would account equally well for the appear-
ance of the concrete, and would explain its dampness, which I cannot well
explain otherwise.

Now it is not very probable that any great damage will immediately
result from building on this foundation, provided the two courses of
concrete alone are inferior: the tower will press equally on all parts,
and the facing of granite will exclude frost. At the same time, the
weight of the tower would in the course of occasion some settling
in the mass .which would crack and disfigure the tower, and there is a
certain possibility that the tower might soon be ruined by some granite
giving way of its bed.
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After a long deliberation I respectfully recommend that I may. be
allowed to remove as many courses of this present foundation as are bad
masonry; it will not cost much: the concrete can be sifted, and the
broken stone used again.

The loss of time can be made up by allowing me to go to work with a
force calculated on the supposition that you will find the funds out of
some other appropriation: I will engage to complete the work this season
in that case.

I have at present about half a dozen masons at work, cutting brick
and laying the last course of the foundation, which ought to be done
today: I would not alter any of the existing dispositions before
obtaining your authority.

With regard to concrete it is proper I should mention that I have
had every opportunity to become a good judge of it, and of cement.

1 am, very respectfully
your obed servt.

J. St. C. Morton
Lt. Eng'r.

Correspondence Received by the Light-House Board, 1853-1900.
National Archives RG 26
Bound in Letter Book No. 70, page 548
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Treasury Department
Office L H Board
April 10 1858

Sir.

Your letters of the 9th/ inst relative to Fire Isl L H foundation,
& bricks, have been received I have been instructed to inform you that
the Board does not approve your recommendation to take down part of the
foundation:

If it will be necessary in any event to purchase 100 000(sic) brick
for the completion of the Lt. House I have been instructed to authorize
you to purchase the Danver's brick, but if there are enough bricks already
purchased to complete the Lt House the expenditure is not authorized.

Very Respectfully

W B Franklin
Secretary

Lieut J. St. C. Morton
Corps Engineers -
New York

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Letters from the Light-House Board to the Engineer, 1858, p. 15
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Eng'r. Office 3rd/Lt. H. Dist.
April 12th/58

Capt. Wm. B. Franklin
Secr'y. Lt. House Board
Washington, D.C.

Sir
I this morhing received your letter of the 10th inst.

As you do not sanction the changes I proposed in the Foundation of the
Fire Isd. Lt. House, I will proceed with despatch on the original plan.

No time has been lost by my suggestion, as the work went on without
interruption while I was expecting your reply.

Tomorrow morning I send a large increase to the force at Fire Island,
and this evening all the stuff, cement &c. starts for Great West Bay, on
sailing .

To make sure of the foundation at Fire Island 1 propose to put a
double number of the iron bands used by Lt. Duane, in the lower ten feet
of the tower: these bands you will recollect are embedded in the brick
work, and effectually prevent any spreading or cracking: the additional
expense will be very little, the bands or anchors being made on the spot,
and the additional strength will be very considerable.

I propose to start tomorrow on a tour as far East as Beaver Tail
Lt. House: I expect to meet at Newport the former _ at the Watch-
hill Pt. Lt. House, whom I will immediately set to work building the sea
wall at the latter place - I have the plan that has been approvéd by the’
Lt. House Board (last October).

I will build it in sections, so that whenever I have to stop, for
want of money, the portion built will be complete & durable.

1 have already come to a partial understanding with the contractor who
furnished stone for the sea wall at Lynde's point: he is waiting for me
to fix upon the locations and extent of the wall, when he will commence
immediately: it is rather early for such work at present as there is some
ice formed occasionally at exposed points of the coast.

I am very respectfully
your obed servt.

J. St. C. Morton
Lt. Eng'r.

Correspondence Received by the Light—House Board, 1853-1900.
National Archives RG 26
Bound in Letter Book No. 70, page 553
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Engineer Office Lt. H. Dist.
43 Cedar St. Apr. 12th/58

Mr. Jas. L. -Ames
Chicopee Mass.

Sir

In July/57 there was manufactured by you, or rather, ? by Capt.
Franklin, a 1st/order Lt. H. Lantern, which was destined for the Fire
Island Lt. House -

I write to request you to send the lantern (as per description
Invoice of Fed. 28th/57) time, as I wish to send it to Fire Island.

I request that you will have it here by next Saturday or Monday,
as I will then be able to take it at once on board-vessel, and to save
handling & storage expenses on it.

I find by your letter of July 28th/57 that you undertook to store
the lantern at a moderate charge- please send the bills for storage,
and freight to this place and I will settle them immediately -

Very respectfully
Jas St C Morton
L H Engr.

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Letters from Engineer to Light-House Board, p. 210
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Treasury Department
Office L.H. Board
April. 14. 1858

Sir

Your letters of the 12th/inst have been received and laid before
the Board. Your recommendation of an increase in the number of iron
bands in the lowest 10 feet of the Fire Isld tower is approved & you
are authorized to carry it out.

Your quarterly report of operations in the lamp shop has been
received and your suggestion as to placing cost of time & materials
opposite each article is approved

Very Respectfully

W.B. Franklin
Secretary

Lieut J. St. C. Morton
Corps Engr.
New York

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Letters from the Light-House Board to the Engineer, 1858, p. 18
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Treasury Department
Office L H Board
April 15, 1858

Sir

I enclose herewith a bill of items of a 1st/ order apparatus,
revolving 60" - 60" designed for Fire Island Lt. House, which you
will please retain for reference when the cases are opened.

Very Respectfully

Comdr. T.N. Jenkins
Secretary

Lieut. J. St. C. Morton
Corps of Engineers

New York

N.Y.

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26 :
Letters from the Light-House Board to the Engineer, 1858, p. 17
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Eng'r. Office 3rd. Lt. House Dist.
N.Y. Apr. 19th/58

Capt. Wm. B, Franklin
Sec'y. Lt. House Board
Washington, D.C.

Sir

1 have just returned from the Eastward where I visited the Newport
Harbor, Lime Rock, Beaver Tail, Stonington, and Watch-Hill Lights;
Providence & Westerly.

I have to acknowledge your letter of the l4th; & Com'd Jenkins' letter
of the 15th, enclosing "Bill of Items &c. for Fire Isd. Light."

I respectfully recommend that I may be authorized to bore an Artesian
Well at Beaver Tail.

Thé wells on the island draw their water in scanty quantities from the
accumulation on the top surface of a slaty rock, which does not contain any
water at any ordinary depths: but in this there must be seams which will
give large quantities of water.

On the main land, west of Beaver tail an Artesian well 70 feet deep
has been bored & gives a large supply -

I called on a man ( ) in Providence who offered to bore a
well immediately for $4.50 per foot if the rock does not grow harder than
the sample I showed him. He will ensure getting water, if allowed to bore
as far as he chooses, that is, take no pay if he does not get it: but
there -is--every—'chance'-of getting-water-inside-of--70 feet.

There appears to be general desire for the Fog whistle in that district,
and there is nothing but the water wanted: the machine is a fine one and
in good order.

I have made all preliminary arrangements at Watch Hill and will
commence landing materials and the work in a week. As I cannot find the
dimensions of the stones of the sea wall laid down in any of the memoranda
in this office, I propose to take the same size as was fixed on for
Saybrook Pt. Sea Wall; I can get them roughly (but sufficiently)
dressed and delivered, at probably 50 cts. a foot, from Westerly.

I leave to-day for Saybrook with Capt. Dution's Contractor, to
conclude an agreement and lay out the work for him on the spot.

673



APPENDIX C46.

P.S. I have the Fire Isd. Lt. Apparatus
in this city, from Chicopee. I send it
today to Fire Island to save storage.

I am glad to state that the concrete

samples that I took from the F.I. foundation
"~ have become much firmer, and quite hard in
fact, by being allowed to set in a warm room.

You will recollect that I proposed to wait
the issue of this trial before taking
up much of the concrete.

Very respectfully

your obed. servt,

J. St. C. Morton
Lt. Eng'r.

Correspondence Received by the Light-House Board, 1853-1900.

National Archives RG 26
Bound in Letter Book No. 70, page 557
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April 20, 1858

Extracted from a letter from Secretary of the L H Board to Engiheer:

"Drawings of a lantern very nearly like that of Fire Island will be
sent to you when you require them."

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Letters from the Light-House Board to the Engineer, 1858, p. 21
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Eng'r. Office 3rd Lt. H. Dist.
N.Y. April 23rd/58

Capt. Wm. B. Franklin
Sec'y Lt. House Board
Washington, D.C.

Sir

It will be a great convenience to me this summer, and save trouble
in making and sending estimates, if I could be supplied shortly with the
whole of the available balances of the following appropriations -
Lynde's Point
Watch Hill

Newark Bay (Bergen Pt. Lt. House)
(Passaic) '

& Fire Island
I have to request therefore to be informed whether, if I make out

estimates for the whole balances referred to, they will be approved - if
so I will immediately send them on.

I am,
Very respectfully
P.S. I have to acknowledge your Your obed. servt.

letter of the 20th inst.

J. St. C. Morton
Lt. Eng'r.

Correspondence Received by the Light-House Board, 1853-1900.
National Archives RG 26
Bound in Letter Book No. 70, page 560
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May 1st 58

Comd.‘T. N. Jenkins
Sec'y. Light House Board
Washington, D.C.

Sir
I enclose herewith

General Estimate for $1,400.- on acct. of Supplies of Lt. Houses -

Estimate $2,733.55 " " " Rebuilding FireAIsd. Lt. House
" $3,000.- " " " Rebuilding &c. Passaic Lt. House
" $3,000,- " " " Reguilding &c. Bergen Pt. Lt. House
" $2,000;- rowoon Preservation of site __°, Watch Hill
In all
$12,133.55
I am sir

very respectfully

your obed.servt.

J. St. C. Morton
Lt. Eng'r.

Correspondence Received by the Light-House, 1853-1900.
National Archives RG 26
Bound in Letter Book No. 70, page 564
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May 11 8

Capt. W B Franklin
Secretary L.H. Board
Washington, D.C.

Sir

I presume that when the new tower at Fire Island is completed, it
will be necessary to supply the keeper with a clock similar to those
used at the other light houses in this district; and it would be very
convenient .for me to have one sent to that place, at once for the use
of the overseer -

The Inspector informs me that he has none of these in store at
New York -

I have therefore to request that I may be authorized to purchase
a good time piece, and have it sent to Fire Island, unless there is a
clock at some other place, belonging to the L.H. Establishment which
can be spared for this purpose.

Very respectfully your obt svt.

J St C Morton
L H Engr

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Letters from Engineer to Light-House Board, p. 236
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Washington, D.C. May 27, 1858
My dear Morton

I have received your letter of the 26 inst. I think you are getting
along very well with the Fire Island work, and as you are up 20 feet now,
and are through with the cutting of the brick. I think you can average
nearly if not quite a foot a day hereafter. This would about finish the
brickwork by the first of October. But is is not possible to get the
lantern & apparatus up by that time, so that we can light up on October
1? If you think it is, send on a description of the tower giving its
position with reference to the old tower and such other facts as ought
to be printed in the notice, and it will be printed here over your name.
The color is to be yellow. This is to make it different from Shinnecock
Bay or Great West Bay L H. and from Barnegat L H. on the Jersey shore.
You can experiment on the tower part of the tower to determine what will
be the best wash & coloring matter. Lime is preferred to make the wash,
not only on account of first cost, but because the expense of keeping up
the color with paint is constant and much larger than it is with lime.
Yellow ochre is a good color, and a little salt mixed with the wash makes
it set well and gives a glaze to it. It might be well to try the effect
of mixing cement with the lime in small proportions.

If you find you cannot get ready to light up by October 1 fix the
date as near that time as possible. Send on the data for the notice
at any rate, as soon as possible. I am sorry Coates' visit is not
convenient here at present, but we are too much engaged now to be able
to attend to the lamps if he were here. I want to get up some arrange-
ment by which we can apply the small lenses to Light vessels. Ask
Mr. Coates to think about it, and we will settle upon something when
I go on.

The arrangement you suggest for the June payment at Fire Is. will
answer very well, so go on, with the understanding that we will furnish
you money as_soon after July' as possible. In all probability by the
6th/ as you suggest.

With regard to the photograph, you can judge whether or not it is
extravagant. We will be glad tohave one of Great West Bay Establishment
if it can be obtained at a reasonable price, but those fellows are so
apt to be exhorbitant when they have to leave their place of business to
do any work. If you have the thing done we will want say twenty copies
here. You might enquire & I will talk with you about it when I see you
in N.Y.

Truly yours
W.B. Franklin

Lt. J. St. C. Morton, Corps Engr.

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Letters from the Light-House Board to the Engineer, 1858, pp. 56-58
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May 27th 8

Capt. Wm. B, Franklin
Sec'y Lt. House Board
Washington, D.C.

Sir

In obedience to your instructions (in a memorandum accompanying the
French Moderator Lamps destined for Fire Island), I have thoroughly tested
the lamps in question.

I had one of those mounted in this office, where I can constantly
observe it, and the other two are tested by Mr. Coates.

The one in my office has been run, with oil, for perhaps three weeks,
and for about three days has been kept burning -

The result has been that I have come to the following conclusions.
1 - The Moderator Lamps are subject to a chance of irregularity, in the
possibly defective workmanship of the cylinders and plungers: (in the
Lamps for Fire Island this part of the Lamp, like the rest, is nearly
perfect). 2 - They are not adapted for burning the quality of oil used
in the U.S. Lighthouses, from the existence in the latter of minute
filaments of cotton, which collect around the aperture into which the
Moderator's needle passes to regulate the flow: I found that lamps in
question needed cleaning out at the point specified every day; otherwise
the burning was irregular and there was a probability it might have
ceased entirely,

This is not a defect, provided the Light Keeper's were sensible and
careful enough to clean the tube every day; but the generality of Keepers
will not take the trouble, and it becomes a great objection to the Lamp.

I also have had in operation, both running with oil, and burning, the
1st Order Hydraulic Lamp manufactured by Mr. Coates recently.

It has been burning alongside of the other in this room, and has run
with astonishing regularity: I have observed it for two weeks whenever 1
have been in the office, and have never observed the least variation of
the steam of oil.

The Hydraulic Lamp appears to be a great improvement on the Moderator,
from its burning our oil without ever needing cleaning; or at most, about
4 times a year.

I am sir
Correspondence Received by the : : Very respectfully
Light-House Board, 1853-1900. Your obed. servt.
National Archives RG 26 . ’
Bound in Letter Book No. 70, page 576 J. St. C. Morton
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July 3rd 58

Comdr. T. N. Jenkins
Sec'y. Lt. House Board
Washington, D.C.

Sir

I have the honour to enclose a description of the Fire Island
Light House, as it will be on the 15th October next.

The description of the Light, possibly requires correction, though
I believe that it is right. ‘ ’

The French description, which came with apparatus, is 'de lse
ordre a Eclipses et Eclats de 60" en 60"; and also "appareil cata-
dioptrique a Eclipses et Eclats prolonges de 60" en 60"."

I have no accurate table for computing the distance at which the
Light will be visible, and therefore leave that item blank, supposing -
that you will have no difficulty in filling it . v

I am
very respt.

your obed. servt.

J. St. C. Morton
Lt. Eng'r.

Correspondence Received by the Light-House Board, 1853—1900.
National Archives RG 26
Bound in Letter Book No. 86, page 362
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New Light-house Tower, 150 feet in height, fitted
with a first order revolving Iresnel
“lens illuminating apparatus.

On the evening of Nondn), the Ist day of November next, a first order
reveleing light will be exhibited for the first time, and on every night therc-,
altée Srom aun-t.t to sunvise, from the light-house tower now in course of
vieetion al Fire Island Beach, cast side "of Yire Idand inlet, south side of
# ishd, N. Y. The illuminating appavatus is of the first order tevolving
cat .-Jn-mn‘ of the system of ¥ esnel aml will pxom-ce a hrilliant_fiush once
in every minute, which will not be materially ditlerent in appearance from the
v \mn.; Haht in the old tower at that place, except in the greater bll"’hln(‘:w
‘of the ikeh and inereased range of the new light.

The light-house tower, which is placed about 200 fcet N. E. from the
oid light-house tower, is built of brick, will be 130 feet in height, of
cceant or yehow color, and the light will be about IG5 feet above the mean
level of the sea.

The ol light house tower and keepers’ dwelling will be removed
immalitely after the exhibition of the light from the new tower.

*“Uhe new light shonkl be seen in ordinary states of the atmosphe: re, from
the deck of a vessel 15 feet above the water, from 21 to 23 nautical miles.

Approximate position of the new light-house tower:

Latitude, 40" 37’ 53" North.
Longitude, 73° l?.' 51" West,

Distances from Fire Ishand light-house, to—

Montuuk Point Light-house, 674 nautical mil s,

Cicat West Bay Light-lionse, 35 t i
Sandy ook Light vesse), - 31 s .
Navesink Lights, - - - - 373 w’
Barrcgat Light-honse, - - 66 & “

By arder of the Light-house Board:
d. 8T. C. DIORTON,
: U. 8. Corps Engincers.
Excisuen’s Orric,
Th. 1 5. I Distrist, New York, July 3, 1358.
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July 12th 58

Capt. Wm. B. Franklin
Sec'y Lt. House Board
Washington, D.C.

Sir

The two Moderator Lamps, originally destined for Fire Island, are
now packed, and ready for shipment to Portland for the improvements
you proposed in the cylinder and plunger.

I may have giﬁen you the impression that the Lamps in question were
not of accurate finish in the parts referred to, but if I did it was
unintentionally. ‘

I think the Laﬁps are as good as any of the kind, and the experiments
in the shop showed that all the difficulty in running them would lie in
the tube and moderator.

I would respectfully suggest therefore that these two Lamps should
be kept here, packed up, so as to send to any place where new Lamps. are
needed; or be sent at once to the Lighthouses you refer to (without
specifying them) on the N.E. coast.

During my visit, (on the 9th), to Fire Island, I inspected the
experimental washes of cement on the brickwork of the Tower, and have
concluded that two coats, making a layer of about 1/8 inch thick, will
render the tower impervious to water.

I will have different colourings tried until I find one which will
give_an_agreeable cream yellow colour.

In a day or two I will send you an estimate of the cost of this
sort of coating per sq. yard; and of a similar coat of Roman Cement.

I propose to apply this method at G. West Bay, Lloyds Harbor, and
Fire Island. ' .

As soon as you will inform me whether you approve it, I will send
in the estimate for Lloyds Harbour: a cream colour willlook well
there; and at Great West Bay, the brick colour can be obtained by

mixing umbér with the cement.

I am very respc't

your obed. servt.

J. St. C. Morton
Lt. Eng'r.

683



APPENDIX C55.

P.S. I have to acknowledge the following Dep't Letters: viz
your letter of the 19th & 23rd, and Capt. Jenkins Letter of
July 6th,

J. St. C. M.

Correspondence Received by the Light-House Board, 1853-1900.
National Archives RG 26
Bound in Letter Book No. 86, page 365
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Treasury Department
Office Lt. Ho. Board
July 14, 1858

Sir.

In answer to your letter of the 12th/ inst. on the subject of the
repairs of the Lloyds Harbor Lt. House - I have been instructed by
the Board to inform you, that you are authorized to make the repairs
suggested at the cost mentioned: viz $200. ’

The pistons of the first order lamps, for Fire Island Lt. House
are I think improperly constructed - I wish to have them improved by
the introduction of a valve, and some other alterations which I can
have made at Portland by a person who has altered others -

Your suggestions as to the coating of Fire Island, & Great West
Bay Lighthouses are approved, & you are authorized to carry them out
according to the tenor of your letter on the subject.

There has been no intention of changing the character of New London
Light - The matter will be examined by the Board and you will be further
instructed with regard to it -

Very Respectfully

W.B. Franklin
Secretary

Lieut J. St. C. Morton
Corps Engrs.
New York

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26 ,

Letters from the Light-House Board to the Engineer, 1858, pp. 81-82
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August l4th 58

Capt. Wm. B, Franklin-
Sec'y Lt. House Board
Washington, D.C.

Sir

I believe it 1is your intention to have the 01ld Tower and Dwelling at
Fire Island torn down on the 1lst of November next.

I have therefore proposed to tear down the stone part of the Dwelling -
at once, in order to use the stone in building the foundation of the new
Dwelling.

The old Tower will furnish the stone for the superstructure of the
new dwelling, but it will of course not come in play this season -

The light keepers can live in the workmen's shanty this winter, and
I will have it made perfectly tight and comfortable for them ~ The 0il
room shall be built next the tower of the brick, as there will be enough
for that left: the oil room forms a part of the new Dwelling, but I can
build it sufficiently to answer the purpose, with a temporary roof, during
the winter - '

The above arrangement seems the best I can make, and there is but one
objection to it.

The present Keeper is disinclined to live in the frame part of his
house till he moves into the shanty. In this he is wrong, as the frame
is comfortable enough except in winter, and when that comes, he can move
into a good tight shanty, nearly as convenient as his house.

Should you approve of my arrangements, I would request that the Keeper
may have orders to move out of the stone part of his house at once.

I am Sir

very respectfully
your obed. servt,

J. St. C. Morton
Lt. Eng'r,

Correspondence Received by the Light-House Board, 1853-1900.
National Archives RG 26
Bound in Letter Book No. 80, page 385
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Treasury Department
Office LH Board
Aug. 16, 1858

Sir

Your letter of the 1l4th/ inst. on Fire Island Lt. House has been
received.

I have been instructed by the Board to enclose you an order to the
Keeper to vacate his house when required by you.

In making temporary quarters for the keepers for the winter, it
should be remembered that there will be one keeper and two assistants
required for the light and quarters will be necessary for them all.

Give the Keeper as much notice as possible when you require him to
leave his quarters. :

Very Respectfully

W.B. Franklin
Secretary

Lieut J. St. C. Morton
Corps Engineers
New York

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Letters from the Light-House Board to the Engineer, 1858, p. 108
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August 23, 1858 Letter to Morton from W.B. Franklin

"make your arrangements for building the Fire Id. dwelling this Fall.
I think there will be no trouble about them" (p. 113)

W.B. Franklin

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Letters from the Light-House Board to the Engineer, 1858

688




APPENDIX C60.

Aug. 27th 58

Mr. Ed. Hall
Supt. Fire Isd.

Dear Sir
Yours of the 26th is at hand

I want vou to make 3 round windows one foot diameter each; one to
be above the row of windows on the N. side or opposite side from the door
into the tower and one on each of this, over the blank windows.

The centre of each window is to be in the exact centre of the space
between the brick belt and the lower course of the cornice, and in the
space between the projection.

v

v \

The above sketch shows where I want the 3 windows - viz. in the
centre of the spaces a-b-c-d.

In speaking of the lower cornice of the cornice, I do not mean the
corbel stones - {( [::::;:7 ) but the continuous course.

Yours respectfully

J. St. C. Morton
Lt. Eng'r.

Correspondence Received by the Light-House Board, 1853-1900.
National Archives RG 26

Bound in Letter Book No. , page
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September 30, 1858

Fire Island’

Here has been performed the most important work which I have been
charged with viz: the erection of a 1lst order Light House Tower, and
Keeper's dwelling. The tower is of Brick, with a granite cornice, and
rests upon a foundation of concrete faced with granite. There is a map
of concrete under all the above, which is 6 feet thick and 50 feet in
diameter, and thus gives an ample bearing and support to the super-
structure.

The bed of this concrete is about a foot below low water; and the
brick work of the tower commences at the level of 14 feet above mean
tide.

From the foot of the tower proper to the top of the cornice is 140
feet, and the focal plane of the lens is 12 feet above the last mentioned
level, so that the light is about 166 feet above the mean level of the sea.

A substantial stone dwelling of one story and attic has also been
built containing a large oil room, and separaté quarters for 2 keepers
and their families. This communicates with the tower, and with the
exterior as well as with the.main hall of the dwelling.

There is a terrace around the entire premises which is embanked to
the level of 13 feet above mean tide. This terrace is retained by a
wall of dry stone masonry, the materials of which were obtained from
the demolition of the old tower and Keeper's house.

The tower is round and tapers very rapidly below, the batter however
diminishes until the upper portion runs up nearly cylindrical. The
curve used to determine this shape was a hyperbolar.

The cornice is of the Doric order, and is joined to the tower by six
pilasters which spring vertically from the inclined face of the tower.

The tower is ascended by spiral stairs; the treads of cast iron open
work, rest on wrought iron pieces and these are supported by the cylin-
drical wall of the tower and by a cast iron central hollow column.

The tower is fitted with illuminating apparatus of the lst. order
revolving catadioptric of the system of Fresnel which produces a brilliant :
flash (of white light) once a minute. The weights belonging to the clock
work descend inside of the central iron column.

Report to the Light-House Board
by the 3rd Light-House District
National Archives RG 26
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Nov. 4th 58

Cpt. Wm. B. Franklin
Sec'y Lt. House Board
Washington, D.C.

Sir

I have learned by means of a letter from the New York Collector to
Comdr. Radford that there has been considerable damage done to the brush
facing of the sand beach on which the Block Island Light is situated.

The brush facing was an inclined plane of branches and twigs set into
the sand at the foot, and tied into the bank on top, and appeared to me
when I inspected it last summer, to be intended mainly to keep the sand
from blowing away, and not as a defense against the waves -

An extraordinarily high tide and N.E. storms have together washed it
away as they would any defense of that kind, new or old. :

I report the case without recommending that anything be done this
season to repair damages; I think it had better be left alone at any
rate — for the natural regimen of the sand point will soon be regained
and the same causes that caused its formation will keep it from being
diminished; while the cost of preserving it, if the sea is really
encroaching upon it, would pay for several new Light-Houses.

I am pleased to report that the at S.W. Ledge has been
faithfully made, and set, and that it appears to give great satisfaction.
It has been by anticipation, but in the latest list.

-Iwintend.to-leave.for.FirewIsland"this_afternoqn;_ the Light was duly
exhibited on the lst inst. and burned excellently: I hope to carry with
me to Washington a photograph of the Establishment in a week or so.

The new light at Little Gull was exhibited on the 29th and 1t also is
‘very satisfactory. Those at Norwalk & Great Captains are likewise working
well with the new apparatus.

I am sir

Very resp.
P.S. I have to acknowledge the your obed. servt,
receipt of your letter of the 2nd.
J. St. C. Morton
J.St. C. M. Lt. Eng'r.

Correspondence Received by the Light-House Board, 1853-1900.

National Archives RG 26 :
Bound in Letter Book No. 86, page 414
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Dec. 8, 1858 Letter to Morton from W.B. Franklin

"The other items I am unable to form an opinion upon but the item for
slating at Fire Island appears to be additional..." (pp. 154-155)

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives Rg 26

Letters from the Light-House Board to the Engineer, 1858
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Return of tools, machinery and other public property in charge of Lieut.
J St C Morton Corps. of Engineers & Engr 3d Light House District -

January 1 1859

At Fire Island Lt. House

Pine Tables .with drawers

small Do

Chairs

Benches

Stove & Pipe

Desk

Fluid Can & Lamp

Tape Line

12 New White Wash Brushes

2 old Do .

28 prs 3-1/2" Iron Butts

2 prs 3-1/2" Brass Do

2 papers 1-1/2" Brads

1 Gro Screws

1 doz Door Stops

1/2 doz Knob

Brass Door Lock

14" Flat *?

Spike Maul

Narrow Axe

Marking Pot & Brush

Screw Wrench

lbs. Raw Sienna in cans
" Burnt Do "on
m" Do Umber won

18_Paint Brushes

1-1/2 gal Varnish

1 Keg & 2 Cans Putty

3/4 Keg Ivory Black

1/2 " Red Lead

2 galls Boil'd 0il in 4 Cans

6 Tin Lantern

11 prs. Smiths Tongs

13 Punches & Eye Pins

Cold Chisel

Heading Tools

set Shoeing Tools

Cutters for Anvil

Splitting Chisels

Hammers

Round Swedge

Sledge
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Taper Saw Files
lbs Sulphate Zinc
Rasp
Cocoa Dippers
Paint Brushes
Trumpet
Sell
1bs. Glue
Glue Kettle & Brush
Broad Axe
Hoe Handles
Steel Square
Trowel
Watering Pot
Pails
g Stone Cutters Tools
Triangle 3 ft. 7/8 steel
DO 60 1-1/2 Do
Tubs :
Bellows & hangings
Tuyere Iron
Tap Wrench
Set Stocks & Dies
Drill Brace & Drills
Mandrills
Branding Iron
lot Scrap Iron
Forge Rake
" Shovel
" Poker
Anvil
Vise
Bitch
Fuller
prs Callipers
Gripes
Sgnace (7?)
Coal Boxes
Files
Small Wrench
Large Do
Water Pail
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1 Lot old Iron, Lantern - 24 Blocks

18 Bbls Cement 9 Bundles Lath

3 " Lime 2 Rail Cars

1 Capstar . 1 Pole & Whiffle Tree
1 Sand Screen 1 pr Shafts

1 Mortar Seive 2 Pails

45 01d Sash 1 Hammer

3 Hoist Buckets 1 Hand Axe

3 Do Do heavy ' 200 Spruce Poles

12 Bundles Rope 1002 " " Plank
16 Do Ratline 1/2 good 150 Foot Locks

3 Bags Hair 25 Masons Trupes

1 Tin Dome Cover ‘ 8 ton Bricks

1 Pitch Fork 3 pieces Mast

7 Hoes _ 2 Crop Trus

16 Shovels 1 Broom

5 Crow Bars 2 Wooden Pumps

3 Pinch Bars 2 Ladders

Clock weights Lot 0l1d Plank

1 Barrel Beaver 3 Dining Tables

1 Iron Mortar Tub 10 Benches

1 Pick Axe 6 Stools

11 Wheel Barrows 20 Bedsteads

1 Barrow Tray 3 Wooden Buildings &c

A similar list appears October- 1859, pp. 132-134 and June 30, 1859 pp. 49-51.

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939.
National Archives RG 26

Letters from Engineer to Light-House Board, pp. 434-436.
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April 26th, 1859

Estimate for a new Tower and Dwelling at Montauk Pt. Tower 80" 7" high -
conical - with hollow walls - plan identical with that of Great West Bay
Tower except the height is less, & the cornice suppressed, & supplied by
balcony.

In this estimate several references are made to Fire Island Light House,
as follows: :

1 Iron Girder same as at Fire Island 19.13
2 Iron Columns same as at Fire Island 70.00
2 Flights Stairs as at Fire Isd 70.00

Cranes machinery or from Fire Id Watch Hill 500.00

(Hoisting machinery cordage &t on hand at Fire Id Watch Hill.)
(*Iron stairs as at Fire Id will cost $957.44)

Warning apparatus as at Fire Id 32.50

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Enginegr to Light-House Boérd, April 26, 1859 to January 17, 1865, pp. 3-4
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1862

1863

1865

1866

1867

1868

1869

ANNUAL AND MONTHLY REPORTS
TO THE LIGHT-HOUSE BOARD
FROM THE ENGINEER AND INSPECTOR
THIRD DISTRICT

1860’s

Fire Island. The tower needs painting with 3 coats of oil paint; the pump needs repairing;
and a closet is required in the oil room. The lantern needs curtains. The outside woodwork
of dwelling needs painting. Estimated cost..... $450.00.

(Annual Report for the year ending September 30, 1862, P. 31. Work recommended to be
done.)

Fire Island. Repainting tower and dwelling with oil paint, repairing pump, and putting up
closet in Storeroom. $475.00.

(Annual Report for the year ending September 30, 1863. Estimates for next season, p.
135.)

Fire Island. The outside of the tower at this Station was thoroughly scraped of the yellow
wash; imperfect brick were replaced by sound ones, the joints were scraped and repoint6d
with cement mortar and the whole outside was painted with three coats of oil paint. The
iron stairs also were repainted, and a sett [sic] of heavy springs was placed inside the
newell to guard against further accidents by the falling of the clockweight.

The stonework on the keeper’s dwelling was repainted, the woodwork repainted and the
stone flagging around the buildings were relaid in cement mortar.
(Annual Report for the year ending September 30, 1865, P. 572.)

7.  Fire Island. The slate roof of the keeper’s dwelling having been injured by a gale,
had the damage repaired.
(Annual Report for the year ending September 30, 1866, pp. 140-141.)

Fire Island. The roof of the keeper’s dwelling was repaired and new cellar doors and steps
provided. (Monthly Report for August 1867, p. 71.)

145. Fire Island, New York. This Station is in good condition.
(Annual Report for the year ending September 30, 1868, p. 36.)

144. Fire Island Light House. The tower is in good condition.

The keeper’s dwelling requires light repairing which will be attended to. A new well pump
has been furnished.

(Annual Report for the year ending September 30, 1869, p. 212.)
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Office Lt. H. Engineer 3d Dist.
Tompkinsville May 5th 1865

Sir,

The principal Keeper of the Fire Island Light House reported to the
Lt. H. Inspector of this Dist. that by a recent break of the clock cord,
the iron newell, which supports the stairway, suffered serious damage.
In consequence of the report I visited the station on April 27th, and
have the honor to submit the following report.

The clockweight which runs within the iron newell 1is stopped by the
means of two iron bars running crossways through the newell. In conse-
quence of the parting of the clockcord the falling weight broke the two
bars and also knocked pieces out of the newell, which is a main support
of the iron stairway. To repair this damage, and to prevent similar
destructions in future, it is recommended to put an iron band around the
newell at the injured place, to replace the broken bars by new ones and
to protect the same by a spring sufficiently strong, to counteract the
force of the falling weight. -

I have also to report that the roof of the lantern leaks on the N.E.
side and needs repairing and repainting. The iron stairway also needs
repainting. s

As stated in my annual report and before, the yellow wash on the out-
side of the tower has to a great extent disappeared, especially so on the
sea side, thus causing the tower to appear to mariners like that at Great
West Bay. The tower on the N.E. side also requires repointing, some soft
brick ought to be replaced by new hard brick previous to rewashing the
tower. ' o T T T T T T e

The roof the Keeper's dwelling has suffered by heavy gales during this
spring. Quit (sic) a number of the slates, as also a part of the ridge
lead were blown off. As the repairing of the roof admit of no delay, 1
have sent a roofer to repair the damages. The stonework on the N.E. side
of the dwelling admits the rainwater which besides making the house uncom-
fortable, destroys the plastering. Repointing on this side is required
immediately. The woodwork on the outside needs repainting, the pump of
the well needs repairing. The boat requires repainting and her sails
repairing. The landing is falling to pieces, the ice of last winter
has carried away the front piles and part of the timber.

Refering to my last annual report on this subject and also to the

estimate of cost being a part of the report I respectfully request your
authority to take these repairs in hand during the present season.
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Com. L. W. Powell Inspector of this Dist. has also been informed of
the condition of this Light Station.

Very Respectfully

Your obt. servt,
Joseph Lederle
Actg. Lt. H. Engr. 3rd Dist.

Rear Admiral

W. B. '

Chairman Lt. H. Board
Washington, D.C.

Correspondence Received by the Light-llouse Board, 1853-1900.

National Archives RG 26
Bound in Letter Book No. 168, page 467.
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May 13, 1865

" reporting repairs required at the Fire Island Lt.

seo e

Authorized."

Journals of the Light-House Board, 1850-1908
National Archives RG 26
Vol. 3, page 434
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Treasury Department,
Office of the Light House Board,
Washington, May 20, 1865.

Sir:

You are authorized to repair the Fire Island Light House, as per your
letter of May 5th.

Very Respectfully
W. B. Shuburt
Chairman

Jos Lederle, Esq.
L.H. Engineer
Tompkinsville, N.Y.

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Letters from the Light-House Board to Engineer, Vol. 5

July 26, 1864 to October 10, 1866, p. 68
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Treasury Department,
Office of the Light House Board,
Washington, March 22, 1866

Sir:

Your two letters of March 19th/ relative to repairs at Fire Island
and Montauk Light House, is received. No further work can be authorized
until appropriations are available.

Very Respectfully
0. M. Poe
Engineer Secretary

Jos. Lederle, Edq.

L.H. Engineer
Tompkinsville Staten Island
N.Y.

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Letters from the Light-House Board to Engineer, Vol. 5

July 26, 1864 to October 10, 1866, p. 149
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gyt e

Office Lt. H. Engineer 3d Dist.
Tompkinsville, Jany. 23, 1868

Sir,

There being no reliable data on file in this Office from which the
information requested in your letter of January 22 could be derived,
I have to request your authority to visit Fire Island Light Station
for that purpose.

I enclose herewith a tracihg showing the plan of the tower &
Keeper's dwelling which are connected with each other. The two centres
therefore are only about 55 feet apart.

Awaiting your further instructions I remain

Very respectfully

your obt. servt,

Joseph Lederle
Act. Lt, H. Engr.

’ Poe
Engr. Secrty. Lt. H. Bd.
Washington

Correspondence Received by the Light-House Board, 1853-1900.
National Archives RG 26

Bound in Letter Book No. 210, page 432
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Treasury Department,
Office of the Light House Board
Washington, January 27, 1868

Sir:

In reply to your letter of the 23rd/ instant in relation to the
bearing of Fire Island Lt. House tower from the keeper's dwelling and
enclosing a tracing, I would say that the object in calling for the
information, was to have a view of the station engraved upon a Coast
Survey Chart. '

The photographs of the Station, now in the office are not sufficient.

If the bearing referred to cannot be procured in any other way, you
are authorized to visit the Station for the purpose of obtaining it.

Very respectfully

? Harwood
Naval Secretary
for Engr. Secretary

Joseph Lederle Edq.
Acty Lt. H. Engineer
Tompkinsville

N.Y.

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau

Records of Third Light-House District (New York), 1854~1939
National Archives RG 26

Letters from Light-House Board to Engineer, Vol. 7

November 15, 1867 to August 10, 1868, pp. 54-55
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Office Light House Engr. 3rd Dist.
Tompkinsville April 7, 1868

Sir,

Complying with your instructions of January 22nd 1866 I forward
herewith enclosed a tracing showing the outlines of the tower and
keeper's dwelling at Fire Island Light Station with the magnetic
bearing of the centre of the tower from the centre of the dwelling.-

A copy of this tracing was this day sent to the Superintendent of
the Coast Survey Washington D.C. as requested.

Very Respectfully

Your obt. servt.

Joseph Lederle
Actg. Lt. H., Engr.

Poe
Engr. Secrty. Lt. H. Board.
Washington, D.C.

Correspondence Received by the Light-House Board, 1853-1900.
National Archives RG 26
Bound in Letter Book No. 210, page 635
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1870

1871

1872

1873

ANNUAL AND MONTHLY REPORTS
TO THE LIGHT-HOUSE BOARD
FROM THE ENGINEER AND INSPECTOR
THIRD DISTRICT

1870’s

150. Fire Island. Seacoast of Long Island. Slight repairs to the dwelling and a new pump
are required at this Station. The repairs will be made before the end of the season and a
pump will be furnished. (Annual Report for the year ending September 30, 1870, p. 212.)

Fire Island. A new pump was provided for the well at this Station.
(Monthly Report for October 1870, p. 265.)

170. Fire Island. Long Island. The outside painting on the tower is very defective and
does not appear any more in the color as represented in the Light-house List. Many bricks
are decayed and require to be replaced with sound hard brick and this done the tower is to
be repainted. Speaking tubes and an alarm bell are also needed to communicate from the
watchroom with the Keeper’s dwelling. Other slight repairs are also needed at this Station.
(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1871, p. 330.) ‘

Fire Island. Repointing and cement washing the exterior of the tower at this Station, and
repainting of the stonework of the Keeper’s dwelling.
(Monthly Report for September 1871, p. 425.)

Fire Island L.I. This Station has been repaired, the tower repainted and crumbled brick
replaced. A cement wash of Portland Cement two coats, has been applied. Speaking tubes
and alarm bell have been attached to the tower.

(Monthly Report for October 1871, p. 431.)

174. Fire Island L Isld N.Y. New pump has been pléced at the‘Svtwaii;n~ and the tower
cement washed in yellow color. (Monthly Report for October 1872, p. 299.)

180. Fire Island Lt. Sta. The pier or foundation of the light house has been repaired and a
fence surmounting the pier is in progress of erection.
(Monthly Report for May 1873, p. 119.)

180. Fire Island Lt. Sta. The fencing at this Station has been completed.
(Monthly Report for June 1873, p. 214.)

180. Fire Island. Long Island, New York. A 1%/order flashing white light, Funck lamp,
exhibited from a brick tower with keeper’s dwelling attached. ,

Wash on tower to be renewed; a storeroom should be put up, and the closet in the oil room
enlarged by being carried up to the ceiling; cisterns need cleaning out, and pumps to be put
in proper order. (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1873, pp. 32-33))
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1874

1875

180. Fire Island Lt. Station. No work has been done at the above station during-the
month. The balance of appropriation for the repair will be needed for work to be done as
soon as the mechanics can be spared elsewhere. (Work Scheduled for Sauds Point and
Great West Bay, as well.) (Monthly Report for November 1873, p. 153.)

180. Fire Island Lt. Sta. N.Y. Small repairs have been made to the pump platform and new
pump furnished. The balance of special appropriation is required for coloring and
recementing tower next spring. (Monthly Report for December 1873, p. 298.)

180. Fire Island Lt. Sta. The small balance of special appropriation is needed for repairs to
be made as soon as weather permits and for part payment of contingent expenses of this
office. A new pump and platform have been erected at Fire Island Lt. Sta.

(Monthly Report for January 1874, p. 443.)

180. Fire Island It. Station (and Great West Bay). The balance of the special
appropriations is needed for recoloring the towers of these stations and for proportional part
of contingent expenses of this office. (Monthly Report for February 1874, p. 53.)

180. Fire Island Lt. St. Cement and coloring matter have also been sent to this station for
cement washing the tower re the work to be attended to during the month of May.
(Monthly Report for April 1874, p. 202.)

183. Fire Island. At Fire Island orders have been given for cement washing the tower and
attending to certain carpentry work in fitting additional closets, etc.
(Monthly Report for May 1874, p. 247.)

183. Fire Island. Some repairs have been made to the roof of the dwelling - closets have
been made in the oil room, and lantern room, for tools, stoves, towels, cleaning materials
etc.

Locks etc. of the building repaired and three coats of paint to the buildings throughout,
besides the pointing and cement washing of tower and building.

(Monthly Report for June 1874, p. 355.)

183. Fire Island. New York. A 1%/order flashing white light, Funck lamp, exhibited from
brick tower with the keeper’s dwelling attached.

The lightning conductor is not properly led. The tower needs yellow wash and leaks badly.
The walls in the assistant keeper’s dwelling require repairs. Fairly Kept.

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1874, pp. 139-140.)

183. Fire Island, New York. The repairs at this station authorized under the act of June 10,
1872, have been completed, and the station placed in good condition.
(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1874, p. 14.)

187. Fire Island, New York. A 1%/order lens; Funck lamp. Repairs made. New rudder to
boat; solar lamps repaired.

Required.

Kept in good condition.

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1875, p. 309.)
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1876

1877

187. Fire Island Light Station. New chimney cap has been set up and stove pipes adjusted

and overhauled. Measurements made for repairs &c, of revolving machinery of lens, and
roof of lantern patched. (Monthly Report for October 1875, submitted November 9, 1875,
p- 341.)

190. Fire Islénd Lt. Sta. Some painting of inside work has been attended to by the
Keepers. (Monthly Report for April 1876, submitted May 12, 1876, p. 407.)

190. Fire Island Lt. Sta. The materials have been ordered for resheathing the watchroom
floor and repairing the lantern roof and the chariot rollers are being prepared for the repairs
of the lens apparatus; - the work will be done during the month of June.

(Monthly Report for May 1876, submitted June 15, 1876, p. 424.)

190. Fire Island Light Station. The watchroom floor has been resheathed, the flashing
machinery of lens has had new rollers fitted to it and the apparatus has been repaired and
put in good running order — the tower has been cement washed anew as well as the
hallways, too. (Monthly Report for June 1876, submitted July 10, 1876, p. 436.)

190. Fire Island. south side of Long Island, New York. A 1%/order flashing white light;
Funck lamp. Supplies furnished. - Rope, blocks, boat-anchor, boat, sails, repairing dock,
coal &c, costing $416.22.

Repairs made - tower painted.

Required. - The roof of the keeper’s dwelling requires repairs, and some plastering.

In the matter of keeping the Station, since the date of last report, has much improved.
(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1876, pp. 45-46.)

190. Fire Island Lt. Sta. The flagging of the top of the pier upon which the house stands
has been repaired - and pointing attended to. The slating of the roof and plastering of some

rooms has also been repaired.
(Monthly Report for July 1876, submitted August 1876, p. 450.)

190. Fire Island. The flagging of the top of i)ier Whicil has been inhvéry bad condition has
been repaired and some other masonry work attended to.
(Monthly Report for September 1876, submitted October 13, 1876, p. 462.)

189. Fire Island Lt. Ho. The roof of dwelling, brick and flagging of pier, pointing around
windows - walls of dwelling, &c, have undergone repairs.
(Monthly Report for April 1877, submitted May 9, 1877, pp. 36-37.)

189. Fire Island - The planking for a walk from the light house to the beach has been
delivered and will be laid in a few days.
(Monthly Report for May 1877, submitted June 11, 1877, pp. 54-55.)

189. Fire Island. The plank walk from the beach to the light house 675 feet long has been

properly laid. The tower has been thoroughly cement washed - chimneys pointed &c. -
(Monthly Report for June 1877, submitted July 9, 1877, p. 70.)
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1878

1879

189. Fire Island. south side of Long Island, New York. A 1%/order flashing white light.
Funck lamp. Supplies furnished - curtains, paint, lime &c. $97.09.

Repairs made.

Required. One pump needs repairs, and slight repairs on roof. The Station is well kept.
(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1877, p. 191.)

189. Fire Island, N.Y. The lens apparatus at this station was seriously damaged during the
month - for the repairs of which instant measures were taken.
(Monthly Report for August 1877, submitted September 12, 1877, p. 155.)

189. Fire Island Lt. Sta. N.Y. Made and fitted new rail posts for gallery around watchroom
on outside of tower and repaired the railing - Repaired and refitted “Pickering” pump &c.
(Monthly Report for September 1877, submitted October 8, 1877, p. 176)

189. Fire Island. - The bell springs have been repaired and lamp reservoirs and dampers;
and rubber coated cords fitted to the lantern curtain rollers.
(Monthly Report for December 1877, submitted January 9, 1878, p- 206.)

188. Fire Island - The tower has been pointed and cement washed - and the pier flagging
pointed and repaired. (Monthly Report for May 1878, submitted June 8, 1878, p. 241.)

188. Fire Island, south side of Long Island, New York. A 1%/order flashing white light;
Funck lamp. Supplies furnished. - Telescope, boat, stove-pipe, lime, paint, oars, coal
&ec..... $543.80.

Repairs made. -

Required. -

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1878, pp. 343-344.)

188. Fire Island. The Keeper has been furnished with boards &c for covering for his boat.
(Monthly Report for November 1878, submitted December 14, 1878, p. 366.)

188. Fire Island, south side of Long Island, New York. A 1%/order flashing white light;
Funck lamp. Supplies furnished. Rope, blocks, thermometer, fuel &c.....$38.24.

Repairs made.

Required - The tower needs to be repainted.

The Station, as to keeping, is in excellent order.

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1879, pp. 45-46.)
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Sept. 21 1871

Mr. H. 0. French
Keeper Fire Isd. Light
Clock & Bros.

Islip, LI N.Y.

Sir -

Your letter of the 20th/ is received. Agreeable to your suggestion
a man will be sent to your station as soon as possible to make the
repairs needed to the Dwelling & tower -

Very respectfully
J. C. Woodruff ,
Lt. H. Engineer 3rd/Dist.

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau '
Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Arhives RG 26

Miscellaneous Letters from Engineer, March 30, 1871 to

October 26, 1871, p. 410
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October 16 1871

Mr. Isaac Sweezey
Keeper of Gt West Bay Light
Good Ground, Suffolk Co NY

Sir

You will please forward without delay to H. C. French the Keeper of
Fire Island Light House - at Bav Shore Station L.I. the cradle and

barrel of tools left by the cement washer at your station - The expense
of sending the tools & cradle you will please include in your bill for
board for Mr. ? - which should be sent here for payment.

Very respectfully
J. C. Woodruff
Engr 3d Dist.

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Miscellaneous Letters from Engineer, March 30, 1871 to

October 26, 1871, p. 468
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APPENDIX C78.

Fire Island Lighthouse
Dec. 31st, 1875

Captain A.C. Rhind, U.S.N.
Inspector 3rd Dist.

Dear

I
when
last
year
wick
deal

Sir,

have to report in relation to the new wick, that from Nov. 10th,

they were received to, Nov. 30th, they burned 51 Gals. & 2 Quarts
year there was burned 49 Gals. & 2 Quarts the month of Dec. last

there was 80 Gals. Dec. 75 there was burned, 86 Gals. The new

do not carbonize as much, as the old; but get mushrooned a great

more. I do not think that the flame is as brilliant as when the

old wick was used.

Yours Respectfully

Seth R. Hubbard

Correspondence Received by the Light-House Board, 1853-1900.
National Archives RG 26

Enclosure to Letter Bound in Letter Book No. 379, page 258
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Office of Light-House Inspector
Third District

Tompkinsville, N.Y.

Jany. Sth, 1876

Sir:

Herewith, please find enclosed copies of reports from the keepers
of Fire Island and the Highland Light Stations, respectively, on the
subject of English wick.

The former commends it in a qualified form, while the latter
praises it highly.

Very respectfully

"Your obedient servant,

A. C. Rhind
Captain USN
L.H. Inspector

Professor
Joseph Henry, LL.D.
Chairman, L Ho. Board

Correspondence Received by the Light-House-Board, 1853-1900.
National Archives RG 26
Bound in Letter Book No. 379, page 258
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Western Union Telegraph Company
New York. July 17, 1877

Major Peter C. Hains,
Light House Board,
Washington, D.C.

Sir:

Referring to the interview which you did me the honor to grant on
the 13th instant, and pursuant to the suggestions which you were kind
enough to make on that occasion, that I should put the application then
submitted in writing, I now beg leave to say.

In order to make the telegraphic connection which this company
has recently established with Fire Island as valuable as possible to
the shipping interests of this City we desire permission to run a wire
from our Fire Island Station to the Balcony of the Light House there,
and to connect the same with a small telegraphic apparatus on the
balcony, to the end that when even the signals of a vessel are made
out from the Balcony that said vessel may be reported directly from
the point of observation to New York City. The station is located
about one-eighth of a mile from the Light House, and the saving of time
in transmitting the report directly from the Balcony will be at least
fifteen minutes. 4

The transmitting apparatus can be so arfanged as to occupy a space
.0of but a few inches; and if it shall be found that the space available
is too small to admit of placing the apparatus on the Balcony it will
be possible for us to accomplish our purpose (although with less prompt-
ness and convenience) by the use of a pocket relay which can be attached
and detached as ‘occasion requires. -

I beg to add, in this connection, that the employes (sic) of the
Company who will have charge of this work at Fire Island will be
experienced, careful, and trusty men whose conduct will conform to
allthe regulations of the service.

It is understood that if the above request is granted, the per-
mission will be revokable at the pleasure of the Light House Board.

I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully
your obediant servant
President
'Correspondence Received by Light-House Board, 1853-1900

National Archives RG 26
Bound in Letter Book No. 447, page 389
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Aug. 27th 77
Sir,

I have the honor to report that the lens apparatus at Fire Island
Light Station was severely injured by accident on the 23rd -
the only explanation given by the Keeper being that, while showing the
lens to some visitors he placed his hand gently on the center of one of
the panels when it gave way, breaking the flashing prism -~ or bull's
eye and concentric prisms surrounding it in the panel -

was despatched to the station as soon as
notice of the accident reached me - He has made a careful examination
of the extent of injury done and remarks as follows:

"The lens was made by (no date) the circumference is formed
by 8 panels, one of which is about three fourths destroyed the outer
prism — or bull's eya and the four concentric rings fell into the lens,
striking on the iron deck etc. There is also a prism in the lower panel
in the next section badly broken, caused I think, by one of the pieces
of glass falling on it. '

There was also another panel in a dangerous condition, the glass
nearly ready to fall out. To prevent further accident I have glued
several strips of cloth on different parts of the lens - where I thought
it very necessary. (Because each piece will impair the efficiency of the
lens). I have taken exact measurements of panel and prisms, and brought
away pieces of each (of the center panel) destroyed -

I would suggest that a notice to mariners to issued by the Board

if deemed necessary of the fact that the Eighth flash will be invisible
in consequence of the broken panel; that is - there will be seven
consecutive flashes at intervals of one-minute - then an interval of two
minutes before the next flash will be visible. I would state in this
connection that there are spare panels in store at this depot which will
be prepared at once and sent to the station to have the damage repaired
at the earliest possible moment.

Very respectfully
Your obt. servant

J. C. Woodruff

. Engineer 3rd L.H. Dist.
Professor Joseph Henry, LLD
Chairman L.H. Board
Washington D.C.

Correspondence Received by the Light-House Board, 1853-1900.
National Archives RG 26
Bound in Letter Book No. 428, page 65
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August 31st 7

Prof. Joseph Henry, LL.D.
Chairman L.H. Board
Washington, D.C.

Sir:

The following telegram was sent to the Board this morning: viz:

"Broken panel at Fire Island lens repaired and refitted with new
panel on twenty ninth August: On that night the flashes were
complete."

This information was not received at the depot until a late hour

last evening; otherwise it would have been sent to the Board at an
earlier moment.

Very Respectfully

J. C. Woodruff
Eng. 3 L.H. District

Correspondence Received by the Light-House Board, 1853-1900. f
National Archives RG 26 i

Bound in Letter Book No. 428, page 75
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Fire Island Lighthouse
December 28th, 1877

A.C. Rhind, U.S.N.
Inspr. 3rd Dist.

Sir:

In reply to your letter in refference (sic) to the telegraph, I have
to state that, the wire leads from the south east, and south west, upper
windows, they are led through the caseings of the windows, and meet in
the watch room, and are attached to a small sounder.

When the men of the telegraph Co. come to put it up, I told them,
that I understood that, it was to lead to the lower north window thence
up the tower to the balcony, I told them, that I did not think that it
was intended to go inside the tower, they said they could not do it in
that way as it a ground. I went to the main land after the
mail, when I returned I found they had placed it inside the tower, in
the form that I have stated to you.

I don't know as it is of an inconvenience to as it is so small, it
is about one foot long 6 inches wide, and placed on the shelf in the
watch room. '

Very respectfully
(signed)

Se;h R. Hubbard
Keeper

Correspondence Received by the Light-House Board, 1853-1900.
National Archives RG 26
Bound in Letter Book No. 426, page 411
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Office of Light House Inspector
Third District

Tompkinsville, N.Y.

Jany. 2nd, 1878

Sir:

Referring to the Board's letter of July 18th, 1877, granting per-
mission to Wm. Orton Esq., President, West Un. Tel. Co. to run a
telegraph wire from the Fire Island Station of the company to the
Fire Island Light-house, with the understanding that the wire is to
be carried up to the gallery on the outside of the tower, and that
the apparatus be placed in the balcony of the tower, and not in the
watch-room, I enclose a letter from the Keeper of the Light reporting
that the apparatus has been placed in the watch-room; but he adds,
that it is no inconvenience to the Keepers.

Very respectfully

Your obedient servant
A.C. Rhind '
Commo., U.S.N.

L.H. Insp. 3 Dist.

Professor

Joseph Henry, LL.D.
Chairman

'L.H.” Board

Correspondence Received by the Light-ﬂouéevBoard, 1853-1900.
National Archives RG 26

Bound in Letter Book 426, page 411
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1880

1881

1882

1883

ANNUAL AND MONTHLY REPORTS
TO THE LIGHT-HOUSE BOARD
FROM THE ENGINEER AND INSPECTOR
THIRD DISTRICT

1880’s

192. Fire Island, south side of Long Island. New York. A 1%/order lens; Funck lamp.
Supplies furnished — Rope, oars, fuel &c .... $69.38.

Repairs made — Sundry small repairs have been made.

Required - The dwelling-house leaks and should have attention in that respect.
The Station otherwise, and as to keeping is in good condition.

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1880, pp. 201-202.)

191. Fire Island, south side of Long Island, New York. A 1%/order lens; Funck lamp.
Cash expenditures. - Salaries, stove, rope, blocks, and freight .... $841.79. The tower needs

rewashing, and it leaks in the roof. The dwelling-house needs repairs, one of the walls of
the assistants room having been thrown down during a recent storm, and the flagging
having settled in places. The pumps are entirely worn out. The steps leading to the deck
need renewal.

In all other respects, the Station is in good condition, and is well kept.

The dwelling-house erected during the year, on the light-house property, without
permission, by the keeper of the Life Saving Station, was removed under instructions from
the Superintendent.

The other liberties taken by the crew of the Life Saving Station have all been corrected by
the proper authorities, and the Light-Keeper will be required to encourage friendly rations
(sic) with his neighbors.

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1881, pp. 411-412.)

194. Fire Island. east side of Fire Island Inlet, New York. A 1%/ order lens Funck lamp.
Cash expenditures.

Repairs made. - There were furnished during the year two new pumps, materials for new
flooring the entries, and a new boat-sail. -

Required. - The circular windows of the Station need new sashes. -

The Station is in good condition and the light is well kept.

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1882, pp. 43-44.)

194. Fire Island N.Y. A new set of Lamp burners have been furnished his Station.
(Monthly Report for November 1882, submitted December 12, 1882, p. 84.)

194. Fire Island N.Y. New burners for this Station have been supplied.
(Monthly Report for January 1883, submitted February 8, 1883, p. 93.)

194. Fire Island N.Y. The illuminating apparatus at this Station has received a lampists

attention during the month.
(Monthly Report for February 1883, submitted March 6, 1883, p. 99.)
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1884

1885

193. Fire Island N.Y. The necessary painting of this Station has been provided for during
this month. (Monthly Report for April 1883, submitted May 8, 1883, p. 113.)

193. Fire Island N.Y. Some necessary lampist work has been attended to.
(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1883, p. 155.)

193. Fire Island N.Y. Some necessary work upon the lamps has been done during the
month. (Monthly Report for July 1883, submitted August 8, 1883, p. 202.)

193. Fire Island N.Y. The lamps and lens apparatus have been overhauled and repaired.
(Monthly Report for August 1883, submitted September 10, 1883, p. 207.)

193. Fire Island N.Y. The Station has been visited by a lampist to attend to some needs of
the illuminating apparatus.
(Monthly Report for December 1883, submitted January 9, 1884, pp. 228-229.)

196. Fire Island N.Y. The work of laying plank walk at this Station has been finished.
(Monthly Report for March 1884, submitted April 8, 1884, p. 252.)

196. Fire Island N.Y The plank walk at this Station has been renewed and extended.
(Monthly Report for April 1884, submitted May 9, 1884, p. 259.)

196. Fire Island on east side of Fire Island. south side of Long Island, New York. A
1%/order lens; Funck Lamp, June —30th.

A 1*/order mineral oil lamp was put in place, and lighted for first time, on the 8th instant.
Supplies furnished. Rope, stove and fixtures, boat lime and uniforms... $267.02.
Salaries.... $1,535.32. :

Some repairs were made and others were required.

The Station is in good order.

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1884, pp. 258-259.)

196. Fire Island. On east side of Fire Island Inlet, south side of Long Island N.Y. The
plank walk from the Station to the boat landing has been rebuilt during the year and some
general repairs of locks &c of doors attended to. First order mineral oil lamps to replace
those burning Lard oil - have been made and sent to the Station.

The Station is in good order.

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1884, p. 309.)

196. Fire Island N.Y. Some necessary work for the strengthening and better securing the
lantern at this Station is being attended to.
(Monthly Report for July 1884, submitted August 7, 1884, p. 372.)

196. Fire Island. On east side of Fire Island inlet, south side of Long Island, New York.
1¥"/order flashing white light; mineral oil lamp. -

Supplies furnished. Fuel, fire-brick, Stove-pipe, boat sails &c $56.23. Salary.... $1499.24.
The dwelling needs painting; repairs to window casings; plastering inside and pointing
outside, and leaks to be stopped on the southeast side.
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1886

1887

The tower is slightly cracked in places, and the bricks on the outside are considerably
chipped.

The flagging and the brickwork on the pier have sunk in places. The pumps of the cistern
are worn out.

As to keeping, the Station is in good order.

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1885, pp. 51-52.)

196. Fire Island. On east side of Fire Island inlet, south side of Long Island, N.Y. At this
station mineral oil lamps have been set up during the year. Repairs have been made to

doors, windows, locks &c
(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1885, p. 33.)

196. Fire Island N.Y. A new pump has been furnished this Station.
(Monthly Report for November 1885, submitted December 8, 1885, p. 115.)

197. Fire Island N.Y. Some repairs of the Keepers boat have been made.
(Monthly Report for April 1886, submitted May 8, 1886, p. 146.)

197. Fire Island. On east side of Fire Island Inlet, s. side of Long Island, N.Y. A new
pump has been furnished this Station.
(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1886, p. 185.)

197. Fire Island on the east side of Fire Island inlet, south side of Fire Island, New York.
A 1%/order flashing white light. Funck lamp. -

Supplies furnished - Lime; rope, glass and glycerine, - $172.69.

Salaries .... $1496.41.

The roof, window frames, gutters and plastering of the dwelling need repairs. -

The Station generally is in good order.

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1886, pp. 231-232.)

197. Fire Island N.Y. The light house lantern at this Station has been thoroughly
overhauled and refitted with new screws. The lamps and burners have been overhauled and
repaired. The dwelling will undergo some necessary repairs during the coming month.
(Monthly Report for August 1886, submitted September 7, 1886, p. 250.)

197. Fire Island N.Y. At this Station some general overhauling and much needed repairs
have been commenced and well advanced during the month.
(Monthly Report for September 1886, submitted October 5, 1886, p. 255.)

197. Fire Island N.Y. The very thorough repairs of this Station begun in September have
been finished during the month.
(Monthly Report for October 1886, submitted November 9, 1886, p. 260.)

203. Fire Island N.Y. The plate glass for the lantern repairs at this Station has been
procured and will be forwarded at an early day.
(Monthly Report for May 1887, submitted June 10, 1887, p. 317.)
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1888

203. Fire Island. On E. side of Fire Island inlet. s. side of Long Island, N.Y. Some repairs
and other improvements have been made at this Station during the year. The slates of the

dwelling roof which gave much trouble were removed and shingles, substituted. The
plastering of several rooms was repaired - the walls were pointed. The flagging of the pier
were relaid and the sides of the pier pointed. The lantern which leaked badly was reglazed
and new screws substituted for those worn out by rust. The illuminating apparatus will
receive attention and refitting in the next month.

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1887, pp. 363-364.)

203. Fire Island, on the east side of Fire Island inlet, South side of I ong Island. New York.
A first order flashing white light; Funck mineral oil lamp.

Supplies furnished. - Lime - marker rope, medicines, stoves and fixtures & paint $147.13
(or $177.13?) Salaries .... $1558-39.

Four rooms in the dwelling were painted and whitewashing was done by the keepers.

The window frames on the east side of the dwelling need repairs as they are in poor
condition. Two storm doors are needed and also pumps for the cistern on the east side of
the dwelling. Some of the lower beams on the east side of the house appear to be decayed.
The Station is in good order.

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1887, pp. 399-400.)

206. Fire Island N.Y. A supply of glass, valve leather, pump, nails, bolts, screws, window
frames, storm doors, hinges, locks, knobs, lumber, cement, & lens protector has been
delivered at this Station for general repairs.

(Monthly Report for April 1888, submitted May 2, 1888, p. 106.)

206. Fire Island. On east side of Fire Island Inlet, S side of Long Island, N.Y. Glazing of
lantern repaired and roof put in good order. Storm door to the entrance of the watch room
has been repaired and refitted and material for repairs to dwelling and pier delivered at the
Station. (Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1888, p. 172.)

206._Fire Island, on_east side of Fire Island, south side of Long Island, New York. A first

order flashing white light; mineral oil Funck float lamp. -

Supplies furnished. Blocks, stove fixtures, lime - marker, Spirit level.... $74.89.
Salaries .... $1634.90.

Repairs made.

Required. The doors and windows need repairs; the tower leaks.

The Station is in fair condition.

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1888, pp. 67-68.)

206. Fire Island N.Y. The floor timber of the oil room have been repaired and carrying
timbers properly shored placed next to partition; made outside door frame and set
trimmings, put in new sill and fitted double door. Locks, knobs, &c. overhauled and
rehung two storm doors and made one new one. The brick paving of pier relaid where
necessary. Cemented around base of tower and joints of the foundation of the dwelling.
(Monthly Report for July 1888, submitted August 15, 1888, pp. 197-198.)
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1889

206. Fire Island. N.Y. Set three boundary posts; made and fitted 2. window frames, one
new sill outside; repaired 2. window frames; made and fitted 96 feet of %" round moulding,
laid in white lead around the windows of the tower and dwelling; got out and fitted 10 feet
of moulding taking off old and renailing same. Repaired and rehung outside cellar door;
fitted 200 feet of weather strips. Built one new set of steps and railing and repaired others.
Repaired fence; flashed each side of windows. Pointed tower deck and around windows of
the tower and dwelling.

(Monthly Report for August 1888, submitted September 11, 1888, p. 206.)

206. Fire Island, N.Y. Material has been collected and prepared for shipment, for boat
house and boatways at this Station.
(Monthly Report for October 1888, submitted November 13, 1888, p. 240.)

206. Fire Island, N.Y. Material has been delivered and 90 feet of boatways and a boat
house 14' x 30' with shingle roof and batten sides built.
(Monthly Report for November 1888, submitted December 10, 1888, pp. 251-252.)

211. Fire Island, N.Y. A boat cradle sixteen feet long and five wide has been built and is
ready to ship to the Station.
(Monthly Report for December 1888, submitted January 10, 1889, p. 269.)

206. Fire Island, N.Y. Lumber and other material for extending the boatways have been
delivered - also a winch to be used in connection with the ways.
(Monthly Report for March 1889, submitted April 10, 1889, p. 306.)

214. Fire Island, N.Y. A coal bin has been built, one boat winch and material for
extending boatways delivered and work completed.
(Monthly Report for April 1889, submitted May 11, 1889, pp. 323-324.)

214. Fire Island. Repairs have been made to the keeper’s dwelling and tower. A boatway
120 feet long, boat house fitted with winch, and coal bin have been built.
(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1889, p. 396.)

214. Fire Island, on east side of Fire Island Inlet. on the South side of Long Island, New
York. A 1*/order flashing white light, Funck float lamp.

Supplies furnished. Medicines, range, boat, rope, blocks, fuel &c .... $707.45.

Salaries ... $1608.52.

Repairs made. The dwelling was ___? - house and ways were repaired. New coal-
house was built and the lantern received new lining.

Required - The outside of the tower needs to be cement-washed. The station - the boat-
ways lengthened 3? feet.

As to keeping the Station is in fair condition.

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1889, pp. 305-306.)

214. FireIsland, N.Y. Oil house has been completed and repairs made to boatways.
(Monthly Report for November 1889, submitted December 12, 1889, p. 15.)
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. NOTE.

This form is desigaed mainly to gaide in preparix; g accarate descriptions
of new light-statioas, but will be used also iz describing those that have beeu
long established, when required. Those blanks which cannot be filled by the
officer preparing the description should be left blaak, to be filled at the Light-
hoase Board froxm data on file. Screw-pile structures aud lights on kceper's
dwelliogs should be fully described without reference to this furm.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
OrfFiceE L. E. BoarD, S2pt., 1871,
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Tower or otler meaus uswd for supportiug the lantern aud apparatus. ..~ “ - ..
~3Y
Number of separate lights. @O-L AU SN e e e e e

YWhen first built or establisbed. / {2 6

When last thorou ~hly rebmlt, repaired, or reuovated

Condition at this dati;—/éﬂu’“—/\\ L . ..

Sbape of tower in plan ’éx«W

. Height of tower(fyom  base tN of lant:.m&.\- / ﬁ W

Height of focal plane of laotern above the mean sea or lake level. / / 5 u/k"'

Back-gronud of the h«ht house, npon which it is pmJected as seen from the sea or lake.

.Céloaxj_o'f towerﬁ... A <4 7,5/6,(4—“/- L T

Color of tower, how produced. éM ~4((/9«.»4—-6 - o

- Tower—connected with l\eepers’dwelimg, and how, or detached, /é Ot u(J 7 CMI
ﬁ&w m \7(.&&%1&4 @((% LY

Oluect sea-coust, l.\ke-(:;;}b'z), barbor, chanael, or ravge; for general or loeal navigating .purposes.”

4
Coa_. Co—_cr %7 p Lokl (3—' ,{u\/é.w
\l.uermh of which the tower is built. d < c,/\\ oz ‘RM CMJ_,- ’1

«w/ L Ll for = émm:r—-

Generul description, cisbwcing—
Thickuess of walls at base. C/oo fc_,.../ LuMc,. terofhc.. (/0 / ]
Tbickness ol walls .xt parapet. Z;.» “ rkg.. “ LJ .,{)

Disnncter of tower at bhase. N —_ . .
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) Clenegr /dﬁ. e .
Ditnucter of tower at pauapet. 4
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3
Kind of stauway and steps. /éM" Q"""W

;\':um‘.n-r of kunlings of stairway.
Ak L cwﬁ fotin @
Bize of 2lass fur ﬁi:xzin;: tower-windows. . . ce e e v e .
<
Nuwber of windows iu tower, and size of sasb. /Mw Lo “""‘/;« Frnawel 2 S oA
Nuuviber of doors. (Z?o...-. - . -

Kind of {u: n}xoj.wn and dcplh below the surface.

. > -
s /o / —
/f;,aub Ll 71: JM/{///%

Character of soil at and surronndisg the light-bouse. .. & M/7 e -

Miscellaneous remarks upon tower and site. — S, - — —
- v - - - - - - - —— - - - —ewmy —
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4
. LANTERY AND LANTERY FIXTGRES. .
. Order or class of lantern, :'Z/L:/l (Q-:,/&f .-
Diameter. @CZe«w](P /’-/:—w m.o,é_ ( // yl ) 4,...ZZ:I<
Number of sides i in plan. é‘—j/ C&M (/d) -
Height glazed, Mo, /&.‘//- IS cﬂ.ozé_, (Z fJ

~ Number of plates in‘heigut._ 7 Oy S

Number of plates in each side,_ 7‘«&&_ L -

Tbickness of plates. =~ = }(f’«a& . : R N
-~ 27 % . £ , <
Size of different plates. e ><7_, At tb Z/f %‘—" . / A
: 0y /1 37" 24/74
Number of storm-panes of glass. m_.‘_,_ﬁ_.-, e e e e e e e

Unglazed side of lantern in plates or dégrees of are. o o .

Materials of which the lantern is constructed. VL
Dome - /é /94,,,\, e e

CO\\l ) /é W . - -
Lightnivg-couductor spiudle. /é %{L‘/ fd.//z_f M“ o

Ligltning: condm.tor, of what material; Low attached to spindle; Low led aud how far Lelow the surface of ;

* dry earth, or otberwise, as the case,may be. L . e
__.-.-_-__-._'__-—/éaﬁ[”‘/ 7\1—/0—@4— ’f/»é Z‘-uw—w

Balustrade and outside gallery.

- -— - — L.
— . s ¢ te e - mane . e P

Lantem~door$,am1 how fitted. 7'/}/;;-'»-:)"%,..\;/ tv-t 'Z;\_’Z C‘;7-/7{1// .

7

’ ’ /" . s . - .7
Floor of Jauteru—of what materials. ér/[/(q/c,« o< v(/ Cf;“_.,//--‘-yljlp.... Py o 4
[ 3 M .
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)

Wateh-room duor leading into the Janiern. unl how fitted.

2.7\7£,/,._~ r/.(/cw.-»—f LA,/ /mvé /,_./

YENTILATORS.

In pampet, v ﬂ) or lower part of lantern. : R ol

~/Lv'~('/ ( ‘r7 ..-é e v./ N g~ v 3
Lautern-ladders for cleaciug plate-glass outside. ( (2 2 .- ;%c.n_f.t' “ ,,,(;/,// N

. '

Curtain-hooks inside of lantern—how ftted. »-’//osucs_(,._‘

WATCH-ROOM.

- HoW ptted.

- c- - - - - eme wse . sae et i mewm

Bell-wires, or speaking-tules, for calling relief keebg_rg{—_-_ki_gc}_._ S~

.

" ILLGMINATING APPARATUS, &c.

Order and characteristic distiuction of apparatas.

) @I

- cmmeire - a—— .. . ree e om . - . o —

1f movable; time of revolutiou, and jntervals between aud duration of flashes.

~ . A}
& e
L Ca g 7‘\(/\’«-(,4(_ < /7 C aca A LA .

10 fined, or Bved varied by teshies; arc of fineld part in degrees, and between what poiuts of the coupss seen,
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Lautern-ladders for cleacing plate-glass outside.( (2 2 .- ;%-m_wv,,(é Nree
. - 7 .

Curtain-hooks inside of lantern—how fitted. \--7/t~rc\_(_.._

WATCH-ROOM.

%,éﬂxw e )\—a—r NERENAN P TS

How_ gittAed.

" ILLGMINATING APPARATUS, &c.

Order and characteu:.nr distiuction of apparatus.

JM @V M
J/w/ bl

1f morable; time of revoletion, and |mcr\ als between and duoration of ﬂashes

. O oS st 4
LA 3 Tl CommA LA A

If fived, or fixed vavied by faxhes; are oru\ecl part iv degrees, and betwean what poiuts of the COUIPISS sden
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6
Number of paucls in the lens apparatus. m .
Number of. prisms of A'each pauel above the dioptric drum or ceutral belt o&ﬂe leus,

Number of prisms of each pauel below the diopiric dram or ceutral belt of thelens: ... ...

Pedestal e e
Service table. - . C e e e e L . -

»

Tube leading' through the centre of the upper metal ring of the leus into the cowl, to carry off the gasesof

combustion aud to assist in producing a proper dranght in the lantera—of what material, diameter, aud how &tted

and conected with damper-tube when in place.

1f_revolving, revolving machinery. e B L —
Revolring.cord or chaiu—how led. . : o e e

Length of drop-tube.

Lengih of time revelving machinery will reu atier being wound up,
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How machivery js protected. - . ... . . . . i e e o e

How regulated; describe. . R s e e mies e e e

.
~—- . e . - . RPN C e i imeits eeree - . . e cm e ——— e . acc B emaE e ———— - . cemmsis -
—— .- - - - @ e e . — e . W . - - —— -
-
e rmion ms & - o . L R - - e e e m e e e mE = ¢ S R o . . w ¢ = & —————— ——

How the flashes are produced: By the whole apparatus.revolving; b}' the central belts_ouly revolving; By

panels of vertical elements revolring outside of fixed lens, and, if so, the number of such panels, or Low?

-

1F COLORED LIGHT.

Howuthe color produced’ Describe. 7’7 4‘,,&/ e e e e e

-~ -
- . . - D N - . .- . - e e e ce s - B - — — —— -
memlm e ceerie e b ima e ee ca tmees eee e e . ee senen e e me r e e tim e e e e e -0+ —ma ————— - ——
—————— o o wn — ——— - - - ——- e v b aatn e cmmems A et e e c— cm b ae—— et

; —_—

LAMPS AND BU'RNEBS. .

De_scnpnon.oﬁla.mp in mse. aannmber of wicks to burner....

Xumber of_spare lamps at the station.

Nuwmber.of spare lamp-burners at.the station.. - e — -

TOOLS, IMPLEMENTS, AND ACCESSORIES.
Lantern-cartains.

Lens-covers. : : . _ v

amper-tube and key

Spare damper'and Eey. i ( ‘ e

Carillon, or alarm-bell, for overtlow Jamp. ' \&K\L- N
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" Tiwme-marker for revolving light. = . . . .. e e et iemenin

Gauge (250.grum measure) for regulatiug the overflow of oil through buruer.

© Spare lamp ready for use.. R —
Rod lamp ready for use. . : e e e e

Curtnili-hanger for putting up aod taking down lantern-curtains. -_ ,:_1_ .
Heater, (it required.) U o L V..t.-. -
Spare lamp-cover._. . ~ e . e
Lawp-stand. . .. . . U o
Mechanical lamp-cords or chz;ius. e - e e -

Revolving machinery cords or chains. . ... e e e o

Revolving machivery weights. e e

Clutcl for resting weight.on. .. e e e
Spare fly or govermor. _ . . . ... e .
Gange for oil-cistern of lamp. ' e .. .;- e e
Feather bmshes.. : e R e s
Li'nén,towels. T ‘ e e
Sponges.. . . . . . . e
"Chawois-skins. . . ' . _ . .
Seissors. . .. .. . e e e - _ ..
Chimney-lifters. _ _ ____ ... ..

Coupling-plyers.. _ __ _ ... "o . ... e

Service basket and implements. _

Cleaning materials. il e e

Keeper’s aprons, &¢., (see‘ list)  _ _ _

P - JERpe—— o m—ie  seme s o . e v - e————

- e - .- B Y emem o o ee s s e o me e

CLOSETS IN TOWER.

How ﬁttgd and used, /G-~ S 735
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9 -
OITI~ROOM OL CELLAR. v
Describe where pliced and how Stted. |

€ om e K L—eanc L ol L :

Tegulation 100-galluir oil-butts—number. * é -
Regulation 30-gallon oil-butts—unmber. / . ) _ » .
/2P gallon oil-cans—number. / //a:/ Looiate, . B
- ) .. . .
Oil-butts—bow placed. Q_ M«/—M Mo{w _ L _

CLUSETS AND STOREROOMS.

Wt;ereplac_ed,_hpwﬁttedandused. L L -_____ e

Da;np or drv, suited or unsuited to the purposes for which they were designed. ,@ }‘—'W

FOG~-SIGNAL
Describe iu detail, embracing—
Kind and characler of instriument.
Characteristic distinction of.
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10
Loceation, with reference to the light-house, toa particular dauger or chanuel, or to the special ol;jeéi for estab.

lisbing it. ...

- emier g ome s e - .- r— e . —. cw e o e—— - . — -

Distauce from the light-house.

' TWater supply for it.

Hor it is reached from the light-Louse.

Kind and size of fog-signal building or buildings.
DWELLINGS FOR K.EEPERS.
7 ].ocatxon, with reference to the h'*bt-house tower. e

\Iatéxia.!s of which built. ¢ / .v—f/ @«/\}—/VMJ,‘;“” @_\_.. A_.._)\»-u.c 4..4/
Number of rooms in each dwelling. z—vzﬂ{zd:‘f %«' Va 3&%‘7—%;; 2&7:
'\B-C—"/UWC W maw%mﬁ'm—-/g;.{)z/] /‘/eéha,_é
Number of keepers and assistants to each dwelling. . L
e @‘-W a.—«..,f-,_‘éq-o ' L%- —
Oxut-houses. @;M el [ RO

Paths or walks on the l)fexxlises. "/} o~ . . . e e .

.

Aden of premises enclosed, nud how, /\'K//”// ‘.-4' ps/é (QAM i’ﬁu& 3
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Area in timLer or shrabbery, . _,

Area susceptible of profitable cultivation,
* .

Area cultivated or prepared for cuitivation.

Cbaracter pf adjaceut surrounding country: Soil sandy, clay, marsh, swamp, wood, fast groand, or shifting

sands. "**-Jﬂ—::f:\l% K .. e ' e PR, — e e e

+ aaloe

, . .
Distance to the nearest post office. Z" 6 o /7 LS 7 Q‘Mel—v L .

Distance to the nearest village or town. - V W
Facxhbes for reaching the light-station by public conveyance. / / 3\ /é""_"c“ H"‘?"""‘"

Facilities for reaching the Iigbt-station by private conveyance ftom the nearest village, town, rax]road-staﬁon,

or steamboa}-landing, and the distance. . .. ' - ——

WATER FOR DBINKL\G AND DO)IESTIO USES GE-L.ERAL ..

How procured. 7\»—/0.’-&% tan. m%’/u——ﬁ( r-z.‘/-\\/(}

Quality. .. _. /Z/,,.,_—f?* —m e e e e e

) Quanuty ample or not for the station at all seasons of the year. { N e e e et e
Liable or not to be injured by the mroads of storm-tldes and seas... . @’ i e ...-__'.-A:.._. e e

If raiu-water in tanks or cisterns, what precautions have been taken to m=ure its puntv. . o

Capacity of tanks or cisterns, and where p'dcnd &)
,))
\
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If from a well, describe aud give depth. M o -

Diameter.

Lined or uot. ' . ) . S

Water obtained by pump or bucket. "%" &-«..‘74.. L
L/L K.(k,c\ l/. . .

Distauce from keeper's dwelling.

HEALTH OF THE LIGHT-STATION ASD VICINITY.

Geuneral opinion in regard to the healthiness or anhealthiness of the light-station and vicinity.

Are there any local causes, such as swambs,\\

are likely to Le the cause of these diseases? .
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"ould draining or other artificial means employed on the light-Louse premizes e likely to improve the sanitary

conditionoftbelighb-stadon!# . S R

- - -— - - —— - —

pe— - - - - - — ——
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c eme ame s ae s mreemn s e i erewmms m s we o - e eemie e o e nen - - e————— - - ——
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14
.\I'ISCELL.A.XEUUS REMARKRS UPON THE GENERAL CHARACTER AXND.COXNDITION OF THE
PREMISES, TOWERS, BUILDINGS, AND ILLUMINATING APPARATUS AT THIS DATE.
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December 8th 83

Sir:

For the information of the board I have the honor to submit the
following statement relative to the greatly increased consumption of
lard oil at the Fire Island light-station: -

On the first instant, the Keeper reported to me that, during the
month of November, there had been consumed at his Station 126 gallons
of oi. - As the maximum quantity of lard oil which the improved first
order burner has consumed in the lamp shop, and under the most favorable
circumstances, is one quart an hour, that quantity was fixed upon as the
allowance which should not be exceeded at lst order stations where the
improved burner is in use. -

During the month of November the light should have been burning
422 h. 8 m. The allowance of oil for that time being gall. qts. pts. gills
. 105, 2. 0. 1.
The excess of consumption was 20-1/2 gallons, or more than 19 percent
over the allowance.

I informed the Keeper that there was some mistake in his measure-—
ments or calculations, and directed him to burn all the o0il he possibly
could for one week, and report the results in detail. - His report
corroborated his first statement. -

I arranged that Mr. Joseph Funck should go to Fire Island, and
observe the working of the light. He spent the night of the 1lth
instant there, and, on his return, gave me the following data, which
show that the Keeper was not in error, and that the circumstances
connected with the increased consumption of oil are peculiar to Fire
Island. -

Dec. 11. - Lamp lighted at 4.30 p.m.
Dec. 12. - Lamp extinguished at 7.13 a.m.
Was burning.......... 14 h. 43 m.

Galls. qts. pts. gills

Consumed.seesssessccsesosccnccsssss 5. 0. 0. 2.
Allowance, at 8 gills per hour... 3. 2. 0. 2.
Excess over allowance, .sececeses 1. 1. 1. 0.
Or, in excess, at the rate

per hour of.c.veeeeeecieoanceonnas 0. 0. 0. 3.

Further investigation shows that pipes for the purpose of increasing?
the draft of air in the lantern, have recently been put in at Fire
Island, and that on November lst last, a burner was put in which had
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been changed so as to increase the size of the tube supplying oil to
the wicks., - The increased consumption of o1l can therefore be
attributed to the improved draft, and to improvement in the burner
by the increase in the size of the supply tube. -

Mr. Funck reports that during the night he was at Fire Island, a
steady solid flame, (without points) of over five inches in height was
maintained, and with no smoke. - The instructions state that the flame
be 3-1/2 or 3-3/4 inches high.

Regarding the Fire Island light - as the most important one in this
district if not on the whole Sea-Coast, I have instructed the keeper to
maintain the highest flame he can, without regard to the quantity of oil
consumed, until further instructions.-

Mr. Funck's opinion is that a solid flame of 5 inches in height yields
a power of over 500 candles.-

Persons residing on Long Beach, 17-1/3 nautical miles to the westward
of Fire Island, say that until during November last, they could see the
Fire Island light only at intervals, and that when it was seen, they
were certain that they were to have an easterly wind; but that during
November the light was visible at.all times in clear weather.

This is an evidence that there was an increase in the brilliancy
of the light during that month.-

I would like to be instructed as to whether I shall direct the Keeper
to lower the flame to the regulation height, or allow him to continue to
show the best possible light.- This I ask, in order that I may be able
to give my authority for allowing an expenditure of oil in excess of
present allowances.-

" Fire Island. Expende. of 0il.- T

Very respectfully
your obedient servant,

Capt. U.S.N.
Inspr. 3rd. Dist.

Vice Admiral
Stephen C. Bowan, U.S.N.
Chairman, Light-House Board

Correspondence Received by the Light-House Board, 1853-1900.
National Archives RG 26
Bound in Letter Book No. 587, page 918
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U.S. General Light-House Depot

Office of Light-house Inspector
Third District

Tompkinsville, N.Y. July 11, 1884

Sir

I have the honor to report to the Board that the mineral oil lamp
at Fire Island light-house was put in use, for the first time, on the
night of the 8th instant.

Very respectfully
your obedient servant

Capt.
Inspr. 3rd Dist.

Vice Admiral
Stephen C. Rowan,
Chairman,

Light House Board

Correspondence of the Light-House Establishment, 1789-1850.
National Archives RG 26 -

Vol. 617, page 58
LHB Department
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Cost of maintaining Fire Island Light Station
from Nov. lst, 1884 to Oct. 31st, 1885.

1884-5 Supplies - Salaries
Nov. 12 Fire brick 2.15
Dec. 31 Salary of Keeper 185.00
oo " lst. Asst. Keeper 112.50
noon " laborer, actg: 2 asst. 100.00
Jan. 13 Stove-pipe and elbows, 1.56
April 7 Copper paint 1.70
" 12 Salary of laborer, actg: 2 asst. 13.19
March 31 Salary of Keeper 185.00
" " " 1st. asst. keeper 112.50
" " " 2nd. " " Laborer 100.00
April 17 Mainsail & jibs for boat 35.00
" 11 telegram .32
June 30 Salary of Keeper 185.00
" " Ist asst. keeper 112.50
" " 2 " 1" 86.81
$40.41 $1,192.82

November 3rd, 1885
Sir:

I have the honor to forward herewith-in compliance with the Board's
letter of the 3lst, ultimo lists giving, one, the cost of all supplies,
including coal, issued to the electric light-station at Hallet's Point,
- the other, the cost of maintaining the first order light at Fire
Island, both for the year ending October 31st, 1885.

Very respectfully,
your obedient servant

A. N. Berham

The Chairman of the Captain,
Light-House Board Inspr. 3rd Dist.

Correspondence of the Light-House Establishment, 1789-1850.
National Archives, RG 26
Vol. 647, page 8
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1886.
Fire Island - repairs of dwelling.

Shingles, brick :ement, lumber and hardware.
1 lot. '

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau ‘
Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Letters from the Light-House Board to Engineer, Vol. No. 44

Approval for supplies listed below:

April 1887
Page 107. Fire Island Light-Station, N.Y.
Material and labor for repair of lantern and tower peaks.

May 1887 ,
Page 170. Fire Island Light Station.
3 plates of lantern glass.

Field Records of the Light~House Board and Bureau

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Letters from the Light House Board to Engineer, Vol. No. 47
January 5, 1887 to May 18, 1887
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21 Sept. '87

Sir:

The following memorandum was made by Inspector of the 3rd Light-House
District, in the report of this inspection of Fire Island Light-Station,
N.Y., dated 6 Sept. '87.

"Yindow casings in 2nd assistant's kitchen are rotten. Slight
carpentry repairs needed, locks &c. A Storm door to Eastern door
would be a great improvement. A pump for Eastern well would be a
convenience as the sand is apt to cut out pump boxes and the
present pump is frequently out of order."

The Board requests you to make the needed repairs, in accordance with
the suggestions of the Inspector.

Very respectfully
R. D. Evans
Commander, U.S.N.
Naval Secretary

D.P. Heap U.S.A.
Engineer 3rd L.H. District, -
New York, N.Y.

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Letters from the Light-House Board to Engineer, Vol. No. 50
August 23, 1887 to November 27, 1887
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July 25th, 1888

The Chairman of the L.H. Board
Washington, D.C.

Sir:

Referring to my letter of 29 June 88. I have the hdnor to request
authority to commence the work mentioned below. As will be noticed it
is all mason work and it is my intention to send a gang from station
to station until it is completed.

Unless I can do so soon my gang will be broken up as they will be
seeking work elsewhere and besides I can get better men at lower wages

if I can assure them continuous employment - list of work, including

Fire Island. Point House, also Lantern deck and parapet - plastering
of dwelling and repair of deck of pier.
- Respectfully yours,
D.P. Heap

Major of Engineers
Engineer 3rd L.H. Dist.

24 July 88 Advice of appt. of Ezra S. Mott Keeper Fire Island Lt.

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau
Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
Vol, 28, Letters to the Light-House Board June 28, 1888 to Oct. 19, 1888
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7 November 1888

"The Engineer Secretary read a letter from the Engineer of the 3d Light-
house District, dated 24 Oct. '88, requesting authority to build a set
of boat-ways, a boat house and cradle for the Fire Island light-station,
N.Y. and stating that he had authorized the work whereupon, it was
ordered that the action of the Engineer Secretary, as stated stand."

Approved.

Journals of the Light-House Board, 1850-1908
~ National Archives RG 26
Vol., 12, page 529
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1890

239.

239.

1891

ANNUAL AND MONTHLY REPORTS
TO THE LIGHT-HOUSE BOARD
FROM THE ENGINEER AND INSPECTOR
THIRD DISTRICT

1890’s

239. Fire Island, south side of Long Island, New York. A first order flashing white light,
Funck float lamp.

Supplies furnished. Fire-brick, paint, oars, stove-brick, fuel &c .... $143.04.

Salary.... $1812.52.

Repairs made.

Required. The outside of the tower, in which the bricks are weatherworn, and the pumps
need repairs.

The Station is in efficient order.

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1890, p. 99.)

Fire Island, N.Y. An oil house has been built; boatways lengthened; lantern glass and
1*/order burner delivered at Station.
(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1890, p. 94.)

Fire Island, N.Y. The kitchen pumps have been fitted with new parts, overhauled and

repaired.
(Monthly Report for October 1890, submitted November 10, 1890, p. 163.)

239. Fire Island Lt. Sta. N.Y. This Sta. has been supplied with six new rim locks for doors
of dwelling.
(Monthly Report for January 1891, submitted February 14, 1891.)

243. Fire Island, south side of Long Island, New York. A first order flashing white light.
Funck float lamp.

Supplies furnished. Paint, lime, oils, rope, medicines &c .... $63.17. Salaries .... $1690.00.
Repairs made. The wells [?] of the Station were repaired.

Required. The outside of the tower needs paint or wash to protect it from deterioration.
The pointing is falling out and the bricks are chipping off. The interior of the tower needs a
hand railing to staircase, and there should be a new plank way to boat-house.

The Station is kept in good order.

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1891, pp. 319-320.)

243. Fire Island. N.Y. The material for changing the tower to horizontal stripes white and
black has been delivered and workmen are engaged putting it on.
(Monthly Report for August 1891, submitted September 10, 1891, p. 277.)

243. Fire Island, N.Y. Painted tower alternate bands of black and white.
(Monthly Report for September 1891, submitted October 1, 1891, p. 288.)
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1892

1893

1894

243. Fire Island Lt. Sta. N.Y. Repaired the plank walk.
(Monthly Report for September 1891, submitted October 1, 1891, p. 288.)

266. Fire Island. N.Y. A new collar has been fitted on the lantern dome to hold the pipes.
(Monthly Report for July 1892, submitted August 5, 1892, p. 386.)

266. Fire Island Lt. Sta. N.Y. - The work of repairing and lengthening the boatways is now
at hand. .
(Monthly Report for May 1893, submitted June 10, 1893, p. 443.)

274. Fire Island Lt. Sta. N.Y. Completed lengthening & repairs on boatways.
(Monthly Report for June 1893, submitted July 10, 1893, p. 451.)

Fire Island, N.Y. - A new collar has been put on the lantern dome to hold the pipe.
(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1893, p. 475.)

276. Fire Island, N.Y. - The work for the proposed change of the characteristic of the light
is well advanced. The material for the electric building has been mostly collected at this
Depot. The plant contracted for and the 4™ order Lantern to be used while the change is
being made is nearly finished. :

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1894, p. 50.)

276. Fire Island Lt. Sta.. N.Y. - All the material for the railroad; platform for 4™ order
lantern; cement for foundations and floors; frame of building, except sills and plates;
corrugated iron for covering same, together with necessary rigging, has been landed and
750 feet of narrow gauge track from the shore to site of plant building, built.

(Monthly Report for August 1894, p. 79.)

276. Fire Island Lt. Sta. N.Y. - A platform on the level of the main lantern deck has been
built, and a 4% order lantern set up with the exception of the roof. Foundation for the

power-house-completed,-frame-set-up-and-boarded _to_the_eaves,_the_concrete_floor in the

portion to be occupied as a coal bin completed. 750 ft. of track built from near boat-house
on the Bay side to power house. 1%/Ass’t Keeper Quarters has been partly replastered &
repaired. A

(Monthly Report for September 1894, submitted October 9, 1894, p. 85.)

No. 276. Fire Island Lt. Sta.. N.Y. The repairs on the walls and ceilings in the Keeper’s
dwelling have been completed; electric power house is almost finished, - walls filled with
sawdust mortar; two boilers, one engine and one dynamo set in place and the pipe
connection now being made. The temporary 4™ order lantern is now ready to receive the
lantern glass. The electric lamps to be used, - or proposed to be used, are now being tested
at this Depot.

(Monthly Report for October 1894, submitted November 10, 1894, p. 89.)
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1895

No. 276. Fire Island Lt. Sta., N.Y. The engine and boilers have been connected and
tested. A retaining wall has been built north of the power house. Keeper’s coal shed
moved near the railroad track. Railroad completed to the power house. Power house
finished and painted. Cisterns of 10,500 gal. capacity built. Walls and ceilings of Keeper’s
dwelling patched. Deck of the tower grouted. Lantern glass and roof of the temporary 4th
order lantern fitted.

(Monthly Report for November 1894, submitted December 14, 1894, p. 93.)

No. 276. Fire Island Lt. Sta.. N.Y. - Patterns have been completed and castings made for
the necessary changes in the electric apparatus to adapt it to the present lantern at Fire
Island. The work of fitting the castings is now at hand.

(Monthly Report for January 1895, submitted February 6, 1895, p. 100.)

No.274. Fire Island Lt. Sta.. N.Y. - The new deck & other castings necessary for the
Electric plant & appa. are being prepared.
(Monthly Report for February 1895, submitted March 7, 1895, p. 102.)

No. 276. Fire Island Lt. Sta.. N.Y. - The new parts of the pedestal & deck for the
Electrical apparatus have been completed.
(Monthly Report for March 1895, submitted April 8, 1895, p. 106.)

284. Fire Island, N.Y. - The ceiling and walls of the dwelling have been repaired and
patched. The watch room deck pointed and grouted. The following work preparatory to
establishing the new electric light proposed for this Station, has been completed.

A powerhouse and coal shed was built.

Two boilers, one engine, one dynamo and one exciter were put in place A narrow gauge
railroad built from the beach to the coal shed. All the iron work necessary to adapt the
lantern to the new apparatus has been fitted and is now stored at the Depot ready for
shipment. A 4™ order lantern has been temporarily placed on a bracket on the south side of
the tower to serve until the new light is established.

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1895, p. 140.)

No. 284. - Fire Island Lt. Sta.. N.Y. The work of repainting the tower and other repairs is
now in hand.
(Monthly Report for August 1895, submitted September 6, 1895, p. 165.)

No. 284. - Fire Island Lt. Sta., N.Y. The tower has been pointed and the electric power-
house painted; portable boatways built and ready to be delivered.
(Monthly Report for September 1895, submitted October 9, 1895, p. 170.)

No. 284. - Fire Island Lt. Sta.. N.Y. Tools, rigging &c, left at the Station when work on the
electric plant, &c. was suspended, have been brought to this depot.
(Monthly Report for October 1895, submitted November 9, 1895, p. 177.)

No. 284. - Fire Island Lt. Sta., N.Y. Three lengths of portable boatways have been
delivered at the Station.
(Monthly Report for December 1895, submitted January 7, 1896, p. 189.)
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1896

1897

No. 284. - Fire Island Lt. Sta. NY The pump braces and valves have been repaired; steps
leading to the pier rebuilt and leaks in the east side of the dwelling stopped.
(Monthly Report for May 1896, submitted June 9, 1896, p. 221.)

No. 305. - Fire Island, N.Y. Tower pointed and electric plant house painted; pump, pump
braces and steps leading to pier, or platform repaired and leak in E. side of dwelling
stopped. Decision has yet to be made as to what shall be the disposition of the electric
plant whether to be used at Station as may seem unnecessary in view of the establishment
of a light-vessel 9 miles seaward, or to be transferred for use at some other station.

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1896, p. 257.)

No. - Fire Island Light-Vessel. To be established July 10, 1896.
(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1896, p. 257.)

No. 305. - Fire Island Lt. Station, N.Y. An inspection of this Station was made on Aug. 7
and Report of same with recommendations &c are forwarded to the Board on Aug. 17.
(Monthly Report for August 1896, submitted September 8, 1896, p. 342.)

No. 305. - Fire Island, N.Y. Furnished new govemnor, brass bushings for clockwork of
lens, one drill and one tap. Clock repaired; lens leveled; 16 new bolts put in lantern braces,
and lining and iron door of lantern repaired; two damper pipes overhauled.

(Monthly Report for September 1896, submitted October 13, 1896, p. 351.)

No. 305. - Fire Island, N.Y. - New bell pull for tower furnished.
(Monthly Report for October 1896, submitted November 11, 1896, p. 361.)

No. 305. - Fire Island. N.Y. - The entire steam and electric plant and one 4™ order iron
lantern removed and brought to this Depot on Dec. 31. Overhauled lamps and fitted
packing rings on pistons.

(Monthly Report for December 1896, submitted January 11, 1897, p. 377.)

No. 305. - Fire Island. N.Y. - Furnished 9 plates lantern glass.
(Monthly Report for January 1897, submitted February 1897, p. 383.)

No. 305. - Fire Island, N.Y. - Furnished with one barrel cement for pointing pier, and 50
shingles for roof of water closet.
(Monthly Report for April 1897, submitted May 8, 1897, p. 400.)

No. 305. - Fire Island, N.Y. - Pointed sides of pier; repaired roof of water closet.
(Monthly Report for May 1897, submitted June 9, 1897, p. 406.)

No. 305. - Fire Island, N.Y. - Leveled lens; repaired 2 lamp dampers.
(Monthly Report for June 1897, submitted July 8, 1897, p. 414.)

753



APPENDIX C94.

1898

1899

No. 305. - Fire Island, N.Y. - The steam and electric plant established at this Station was
returned to this Depot on Dec. 31, 1896. Braced and secured lantern and repaired door.
Furnished 9 plates glass for lanterns, new governor for lens; leveled and repaired lens
apparatus and lamps; pointed sides of pier, repaired roof of water closet and furnished new
bell pull for tower call bell.

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1897, p. 438.)

No. 305. - Fire Island, N.Y. - Overhauled revolving machinery of lens and made necessary

measurements for supplying new parts.
(Monthly Report for August 1897, submitted September 9, 1897, p. 489.)

No. 317. - Fire Island. N.Y. - New chariot for lens furnished and fitted.
(Monthly Report for January 1898, submitted February 9, 1898, p. 22.)

No. 317. - Fire Island, N.Y. - Telephone connection established with this office May 5th,
Station supplied with the following signaling outfit &c:

1 binocular marine glass,

1 set (19) International Code Signal Flags,

1 copy of the International Code of Signals,

1 copy of the Instructions for Signaling,

1 set of signal halyards and blocks,

(Monthly Report for May 1898, submitted June 9, 1898, p. 47.)

No. 317. - Fire Island, N.Y. - Rebuilt chimney and repaired 4 window frames of dwelling.
(Monthly Report for June 1898, submitted July 8, 1898, p. 54.)

No. 317. - Fire Island. N.Y. - Made and fitted new chariot for lens. Rebuilt chimney and
repaired 4 window frames in dwelling. Telephone connection with this office established
May 5, ’98. May 18, Station furnished with signaling outfit as follows: 1 Marine glass, 1
set code signal flags, 1 set halyards, 1 copy International Code of Signals, 1 copy
Instructions for Signaling.

Telephone connection established May 5, *98. Station connected by telephone with Life
Saving Service line so that messages can be sent to Quoque Life Saving Station and
connection made there with Central Station at Quoque so that messages can be repeated at
the Life Savings [sic] Station direct with this office.

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1898, p. 92.)

No. 317. - Fire Island, N.Y. - 6 plates lantern glass and 4 steel set screws for lens furnished.
(Monthly Report for October 1898, submitted November 8, 1898, p. 159.)

No. 325. - Fire Island, N.Y. - 2, 1%/order damper rods for lamps furnished.
(Monthly Report for December 1898, submitted January 11, 1899, p. 174.)

No. 325. Fire Island, N.Y. - 10 plates lantern glass and 4 storm pane clamps furnished.
(Monthly Report for January 1899, submitted February 9, 1899, p. 183.)

No. 325. Fire Island, N.Y. - 1 steel bolt for lens pedestal furnished.
(Monthly Report for February 1899, submitted March 9, 1899, p. 190.)
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No. 325. Fire Island, N.Y. - New clock for lens completed and shipped to Sta., 29th.
(Monthly Report for April 1899, submitted May 9, 1899, p. 204.)

No. 325. Fire Island. N.Y. Made and fitted new clock for revolving lens.
(Monthly Report for May 1899, submitted June 8, 1899, p. 211.)

No. 325. Fire Island, N.Y. New revolving clock for lens, made and fitted; 16 plates,
lantern glass, 4 storm pane clamps and two 1%/ damper rods delivered.
(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1899, p. 280.)

No. 341. Fire Island, N.Y. 12 balls for bearing of lens chariot wheels furnished.
Authority to use a building and to erect a pole for experiments in wireless telegraphy
granted to War Dept. Signal Office.

(Monthly Report for September 1899, submitted October 9, 1899, p. 346.)

No. 341. Fire Island, N.Y. Furnished, fitted and painted 13 board shutters for windows;
pointed two sides and end of dwelling; furnished and fitted new joint for, and reset old
smoke-jack - $89.00.

(Monthly Report for November 1899, submitted December 9, 1899, p. 361.)
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WGwWwer seascs the vieloity i» moch [requented by
plessare sealters, but a3 other tiwes Mr. Kvegso aud
bis family osly bave lor peighbore the lighihiouse
kesper and bis fauuily and the orew of tbe Hesaring
ststion, while [ with tbe wainland, e3.
a0t by lelagrapb. s vot freqoect A coastast walch
has to be kept for Incomioy steamere

Many of the vesswls are {rom Of1een 0 sightesn wiln
away, aod somes go by io the oight aod o fogs and
cloady weathsr. So ektilial bas Mr. Keegno becowe
1o the work of detscting Lhem, that duriuy the whols
time thas he hes been ai bls post, he bas oaly made
ooe wistaka, acd thet was o wing 10 the substitutivo of

1y \his Sord 18 inTalushin 110 130 larpem o oy
18rni pashcation 18 Lhe Purd

Magie sopies B ronia  §) maid, 1o wnp pars of Lhe Tastes Saten. Conads
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lghthk the light of wbish is & revoiviog one; then
about thirty milss west Quogue light is seen, which is

.1 @ stoedy one; then comes the revolving light at Fire

Idland, and floglly the Navssiok light oo the Jersey
oonst. Bsospiing there be denss fogs, & vessel up-
bing sbe pars of New York is peverout of aight
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of oos of thess lighta and is thos sefsly guided (o its
devtingilon. Mootaak Poins light is white varied by
& white Gash svery L wo minutes, le 1801¢ feet above the

| we level. snd e light can be -een 194( iniles.  Yoogue

light is & Sz white, 100 fest above sea level. and can
be spon 18 wilsa Fire I2land hae & Assbing whits
light svery minute. is 168 fess above L1he sea level, and
%8 Do 0sen 1844 miles. while the Navesiok light le 248
feet pbOve thy omas, aad the light a0 be seen for W'

)

wadd Pire Jsiand lighthoase which precedod the
prespos sirgetur was oreeted In 18M. It was oeta-

o sheps, boilt of stooe and whitewashad It

atoat a bopdred yasds (rowa the preseut structare
ynd immedistely npon the shore of the inles, which is
20w more than (wo iwlles to the west ward, the Inser.
Tening 1pane hyvine beso Alled In with sana by the

sdother steamer for the rewulas oge on the Breweo
{loa His soqualstancs with steniners bas been forned
rolirely by noting thelr pesuliarities at long range.
Ooly cooe has he read tbhe pDawe of o pamiog vewel
apd that was aboat thres yeare ago, when the Auser-
ique eame withio thres milesof the shore. Mr. Keegun
keepe & carsfol resord of the departure of all regolar
steamern, also reports of storws adverse winds, ice
bergs, and sverytding which would be likely to cause
delay : and froce bis koowledge of Lbe steamers ave-
rage speed, be ximates ber arrival, and deerdes
whea he must be 00 the W63kout. At Digbt all stesww-
ers, wheu opposite Fire Ialand, se0d up & sigoel. Thas
of tbe Inmaxn lios is two blue and lights followed
by & rocket showiog bioe and red stars.  The Cooard-
ers burn two Rowan candles showing siz blos balls
Tbese signale wersly indioats the Jioe to which tbe
vesss! belongs.

To nake sare of the nawe of the stasmer, carefo}
observation mast be made of the aide aod stero ligbta
It is oftens with the grentast difBeulty that tbelr signals
ase be distiogeished st night. ae they are 0ok always
displayed st ezactly the same point, so that as 5000 a0

of the soa thus waking s

the sowes io aight, the cbeerver must 83 bis

of the beech. Thep was p d is
1834 aod is bull'ol brick, lald oo solid stooe founde-
Hoge, and the principle of scostroction is the same as
shad upon whicli Bmeaton boilt the Iawoos Eddystune
plane is 158 feet high. Thelight is s

gaze dily upon obe of the lights until the sigoal i»
given, which makes the work very tadioos lodred.
Duriog the day the sigpals are given with Jiffervot
colored Sage, but these have beed found to be very
deceptive, as the colors appear difersatly under differ-
st dt of the b »

Freosl of the Bret order. Tbhie is a b ion of
prigws aod e by whieb the brillianey of efeet |s
0 [neressed thit cowpared to & siwple reflectiocn it ls
pretoons Thh ases of the refiectors are all parallel
. the bey of refl ueed d ds upoa the

Yollow Is the color which can be the moss dletinctly
8000 00 the ocean, and s 8ag of three oolors, one of
whieb is yollow, will appeer 1o be all of that color st a
loog distanes. No sigoals of this kind cao besses at &

deyired Intprval between the Assbes. The x
of 19 revoived by olockwork, aod th
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.| aps whish is socesntmaied sod Sasbed out io this

ner hgs bepn fonnd to be wmaek strooger thas o

A3)d con. ' It Ippecmesry tg keep certalos before the | p

leqses during jbe day. besacse they concsotrate the
nm(ununpmhu tant s to igoite the wicks
of barper. The heas tHns coneepirated Is 50 pow-
orfol thas Jt is impomible te cocupy the space within
thp lantery for 'lnnlng or.repaire unless the curtalns
arp drawm - .

The thick lenses of the lantern are seen to be craeked
uﬂcblwadoq o and the Reeper of the lighs-
hquse states thes hag ‘besns cansed by doeoks and

| geme 10 their migretions Bying through the giass

whish covery<6é outaide of the laotero, and whicb fo

nm|ag eighth of g0 inch thigk, and strikiog the beavy

lensss with thair bills.  Hesays thas he bas frequently
oawe up to the jactero and found ooe or wore dacks
o7 genea fiying pround, wonnded frow the broken glase
88d spattering tbe tnpchivery, lenses and foor with
1helr blogd. The large wetal ball w2ich sorwoants the
#gastare bas Dpen beot and nearly twihited from Its
peaition by flocks of brent, which is a spesies of wild
coming jo contaot with It Sizty dead ducks

70 basy up o the ground about the base of

the lightbongs 60 & single morniog, sod at other timss
orer s buodred birds of varioos kinds have beso found.
W of the very intsresting infornustion
pobl by United Btates Agricuitoral Depars.
menl on: the pigTaiion of birds is wads up of fsots
obiained from {be Keopess of the various lightboasss
] llﬁl confumes 3,330 gallons of minerl oll eash

| & shart df
the mapise of

1o the rd of the lighth »
aslon stetion of ihe Westera Union
18 ls & woodeo bolldlog abont fqrty

ot bigh and sends back fro the sarf oearly two

fest. Four large wire cables sirengiben the

Rreater dist than Ove milea In cocsequence of
tbla, Mr. Heegan has been cowpelled 1o rely upoo
ooting and bering the Nari of the sev-
eral steamers, and tn dolog this he has galned great

Gcisscy. These pecuita oonsist !o the geoersl
outline of the vemsel, position of the amoke siack.
cabina, lifeboats, natore of ibe snoke, ota., as well as
the coore of the vemel The Cobard steamers gever-
ally pass the obeervation station in the svening, while
thoss of the Freoed live pam early In the morvios.
On oue of'the smoke stacks of the Servia is & aquare
whits wark, while oo the others of the Cuoard Rewt
the 10ark {s odbloog. Certain vesssls carry their sash
o & pecaljar way, while ons steamer has a desrick in »
certaln place. while there are a nowber of otber pr
caliarities which assist in their identification. Vewels
sre often distinguisbed werely by the smoke.

On ooe |ine & certaln kind of suit coal s dorned. and
the smoks is 30 pessiiar that the approach of tbe ves
sel is koows st Fire liland before the halls are seen.
The fast: liners are stesring larther and fartber
away {rom Fire Island lo order 10 shorten their

ocoarws, and the difficalsy of reportiog them ks conss - :

quantly inoreassd.

Last Decsmber the life-eaving stations from Copey
Istand o M k Polnt were d by talepho
20 thas 10 case of disastar beip can be qolekiy summon-
o from cse or mare of tbe adjoiniog stations The
obssrvatory bas beso wade the central staticn, and all
news of disasters is telegrmpbed to Now York, and thus
the owuers or consigness of vemeis know of a dissster
asywhere ca the Loag lsland eoast almost as gaickly
a8 i it bed bappensd io Naw York harbos.

12 bas bith [ d tbat the
depth of the Mediterraneso was 10.788 feet, betwesa
Bicily and S8andl L ’ hl, of Italy.

M
has foand & dapth of 10580 (eet, betwees Malta and
Condla.<-Revns Geogrephigue.
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~1Enclosure. N IER AL A O - February: 16, 1891.

-Subjeobs ~Fire: {sland. Pressroing Tower..

The Light: Houss Board,
WGahtnoﬁon;D.c.
Sirs;

[. havs thc~hon0f’t0‘a&a&c-th;tLIOt goms- t4me past. the brick in:the Fire
Island iowct havs been: crumbling owing to thc:%ftton:o!;tha-sqlt.air.

I-propoae,uutb5the=cppr0uot oI'tha:Boardito at;smpt.to'rcmady this by applyinyg
a coat-of auphalltpatnt-.'v This will have to be done .during warm weather when
the bricks are frie !r;n~aoiatuta.'

As the Asphnl‘-wa(ntoltvblack.ihia»femady,willfChancs‘tRC'OPPCOfanco of the
towar-as a day nark,. At present. it e indisténct. -1 J itfdeairad'to<make it un-
mistakadls tnsapizaiiuaniiﬂ;ulithli’ht-ahkdﬁg’htctancotl.woutd recommend. that.
§it..be painted utth two bauds:cfsvbcte.a.general,‘dea 0J how it would look from

ssaward i8 sShown: in: ths: cocomponutna Y

f
V).

Mador y Bngineery: s Ue Se s

tch. -

V7r Aapect nt Ve

Eup‘lnur INbrd L. H.Distriot,

Correspondence - ‘Received by the nght-House Board 1853 1900.
National Archives RG 26

Bound .in Letter Book No. 885, page 230
' 757
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March 2, 1891

"The Naval Secretary read a letter from the 3rd Engineer, 16 Feby. '91,
stating that the brick in Fire Island light - tower are crumbling,

and proposing to apply a coat of black asphalt paint, during the

warm weather when the bricks are free from moisture, thus changing

the color of the light-house to white and black alternately."

Approved.

Journals of the Light-House Board, 1850-1908
National Archives RG 26 ' i
Vol. 17, page 296 ‘
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7 March 1891

Major D. P. Heap U.S.N.
Engineer 3rd Light-House District
Tompkinsville, N.Y.

Sir:

Referring to your letter of 16 Feby. 1891, the Board at its session
held on 2 March 1891, ordered that the téwer of the Fire Island, N.Y.,
light-station be painted with two bands of black and two of white,
alternately as shown un the tracing accompanying your letter.

You are requested to take the proper measures to have this order
[}
by the Board carried into effect.

Respectfully,

Commander, U.S.N,
Naval Secretary

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau
Records of the Third-Light House District (New York), 1854-1939
Vol. 68, Letters from the Light-House Board, March 6, 1891 to May 18, 1891
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- RECEVE | a1
AUG 8 189 O TO MARINERS'

(No. 82, of 1891.)

e

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—NEW YORK.

| Change zn the Colpr of the Tower at Iire lsland‘ Light-Station.
Notice is hereby given that, during the month of August, 1891, the color o‘f

the tower at Fire I.sland Light-Station, south side of Long Island, N. Y., will be
changed from yellow to alternate bands of black and white, two of each color.

Each band will be about 35 feet wide.

" BY ORDER OF THE  LicET-HOUSE BOARD:
JAMES A. GREER,

Commodore, U. S. Navy,

: Chairman.
(OFFICE OF THE LiGHT-HOUSE BOARD,

Washington, D. C., August 6, 1891.
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Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau.
Records of the Third Light-House District (New York

National Archives RG 26 )
. Letters from Light-House Board (July 29, 1891 to October 26, 1891), Vol. No. 70

This page and previous page (notice to mariners) are from
the same volume. ‘ 761

), 1854-1939
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7 May, 1894

"The Committee on Lighting, to which had been referred the papers relating
to the proposed installation of the bivalve lightning light, to be
operated by an elecgric plant, at the Fire Island Light-Station, N.Y.,

returned them with the following favorable report:

Washington 5 May, 1894
The Light-House Board:
Sir:

The Committee on Lighting, to which were referred on 21 April '94
the papers relating to the advisability of installing the bivalve
lightning light, now at the General Light-House Depot, at the Fire Island,
N.Y., light-station, has had them under comnsideration, and returns them
with the following report:

In accordance with the joint report on this subject, made by the
district officers 19 April, '94, your committee recommends that proper
measures be taken to have the bivalve lightning lens in question installed
at the Fire Island light-station, and that electricity be used as the
illuminant, with steam as a motive power.

Recommendation is also made that a dynamo be set up and tested at
the General Light-House Depot, before it is placed at Fire Island,
the boiler and engine ordered for the electric light plant at the
General Depot to be used to furnish the power.

Respectfully

J. C Mendenhall
Chairman Com. on Lighting

Jou:héls of the Light-Housé Board, 1850-1908
National Archives RG 26
Vol. 16, page 358

762



APPENDIX C102.

# 1All communications should pr addressrd to " THE LIGHT-HOUSE BOARD.™)
Lreasury Depavtment,

MWftice of the Tight-House woavd,

wlashinpton, May 17, 1894,

;terly end of Fire Island, on the east side o‘f Fire Island
;_t, south side of Long Island, New York’.

The Light-House Board proposes to substitute an electric
ht for the one now in use at this statioms

The electric lighting of Fire Island is in the nature of an

Werinent, This light, wken established, will be the only one of
F account of imperfect machinery, risk of failure be avoided. -
=§his end, tke best amd not the cheapest appliances should be
A'sed, and the engines, boilers, dynamos aml electric fittings

:"'_- , ard have given satisfaction,
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' ‘,‘l'his is a case in whiek contractycannot be made without

Captain ', Corps of Engineers, Ue.Se.A.,

Erg imer Secretary.

4 Correspondence Received by the Light-House Board, 1853-1900. A
National Archives RG 26 4
Bound in. Letter Book No. 1025, page 408
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3 May 1897

"The Chairman called the attention of the Board to the fact that the
electric illuminating apparatus which it had ordered should be placed
at Fire Island, and which order it had afterward rescinded was not now
in use, and he suggested that the proper measures be taken to place it
where it would do the most good."

Referred to the Committee on Lighting

Journals of the Lighf—House Board, 1850-1908
National Archives RG 26
Vol. 18, page 439
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Sept. 9, 1899

Fire Island Lt. Sta.

Material & Labor for repairs to dwelling 89.00

Abstract yr. Enclosed bids.

Benjamin S. Raynor - Islip L.I. $ 89.00
A. W. Barto, Bayshore L.I. $ 95.00
W. H. Foster $115.00

Correspondence of the Light-House Establishment, 1789-1850.
National Archives RG 26
Vol. 1321, page 600
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1900

1901

ANNUAL AND MONTHLY REPORTS
TO THE LIGHT-HOUSE BOARD
FROM THE ENGINEER AND INSPECTOR
THIRD DISTRICT

1900's
No.341. Fire Island, N.Y. 8 plates lantern glass (4) 27 '/16" x 38 */s", (4) 27 ''/16 x 39

/8" and 5 pairs knobs and 3 catches for doors furnished.
(Monthly Report for March 1900, submitted April 9, 1900, p. 386.)

No. 341. Fire Island, N.Y. Overhauled revolving machinery of lens.
(Monthly Report for May 1900, submitted June 8, 1900, p. 401.)

No. 341.  Fire Island, N.Y. Furnished, fitted and painted 13 board shutters for windows;
pointed 2 sides and end of dwelling; repaired and reset smoke-stack; 5 pairs of knobs, 3
catches for doors, 6 plates lantern glass and 12 balls for lens chariot bearing furnished, lens
machinery overhauled.

A series of experiments in wireless telegraphy were made at this station by the signal
officers of the War Department, - Use of building and grounds for the purpose being
granted by the Board under date of 15 September ’99.

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1900, p. 32.)

No. 348.  Fire Island, N.Y. Plunger valve of lamp repaired.
(Monthly Report for November 1900, submitted December 8, 1900, p. 437)

No. 348. Fire Island. N.Y. Repaired one burner, 1¥/order lamp.
(Monthly Report for March 1901, submitted April 8, 1901, p. 468.)

No. 348. Fire Island-N.Y - The-work-of removing damaged brick wall, on south side of
foundation, and replacing it with a new 12" brick wall 54" in length, and portion of same
on east side, the relaying of flagging on pier, and building a new fence on repaired parts of
wall - authorized Nov. 13, 1900 at cost of $540 - has been completed.

Float chamber for lamp repaired and returned to station.

(Monthly Report for June 1901, submitted July 8, 1901, p. 493.)

No 348.  Fire Island, N.Y. 1 burner and plunger valve and float chambers of lamp
repaired and returned to Station; 54 lineal ft. of damaged foundation wall, on south side,
replaced by new 12" brick wall; east wall repaired and partly replaced by new brick wall;
flagging of pier relaid and pier fence repaired and portions rebuilt. Work authorized by
Board Nov. 13, 1900, at cost of $540.00.

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1901, p. 127.)

No. 348.  Fire Island, south side of Long Island, New York. A first order flashing white
light; first order S wick burner. Salaries .... $1690.00. The supplies furnished were paint,
brushes, putty, medicine, fire brick, stove castings and lime. The pier was rebuilt on two
sides. The repairs needed are a new door, storm panes and clamps for lantern, new railing

767



APPENDIX C105.

1902

for tower deck, new window frames for dwelling, and repairs of pumps and frames of
wells.
The Station is in very good condition.

(Annual Inspector’s Report for the year ending June 30, 1901, p. 44.)

No. 358. Fire Island, N.Y. Repaired brick wall damaged by lightning $14.00; 3 cells of
Victor dry battery furnished for telephone.
(Monthly Report for August 1901, submitted September 9, 1901, p. 210.)

No. 358.  Fire Island, N.Y. Made new rachet pawl.

(Monthly Report for October 1901, submitted November 9, 1901, p. 231.)

No. 358. Fire Island, N.Y. Sent a machinist to Station to measure the new iron rail on

lantern.
(Monthly Report for November 1901, submitted December 9, 1901, p. 242.)

No. 358.  Fire Island, N.Y. Made and furnished two new ratchet pawls for 1¥/order clock.
(Monthly Report for December 1901, submitted January 9, 1902, p. 250.)

No. 358. Fire Island, N.Y. Made one new, and repaired old hammer of Keeper’s call
bell in tower. The iron railing authorized Dec. 30, 1901 is nearly complete.
(Monthly Report for January 1902, submitted February 8, 1902, p. 260.)

No. 358. Fire Island. N.Y. Two new No. 2 well pumps with platforms and covers
furnished and fitted.
(Monthly Report for April 1902, submitted May 1902, p. 286.)

No. 358. Fire Island. N.Y. Two oil carriers and one 1%/order bumner repaired and

returned to Station.
(Monthly Report for June 1902, submitted July 8, 1902, p. 306.)

No. 358. Fire Island, New York. Fumnished and fitted 2 new #2 well pumps with
platforms and covers and repaired brick wall damaged by lightning, July 3, 1901.
Furnished 3 cells of Victor dry battery for telephone and made two new ratchet pawls for
first order clock, and repaired and returned 2 oil carriers and I first order burner; also
measured for new iron rail on lantern and repaired keeper’s call bell in tower. New iron
railing finished and waiting to be sent.

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1902, p. 360.)

No. 358.  Fire Island, New York. A first-order flashing white light; 1*/order lamp.
Salaries .... $1690.00.

A range and fixtures, medicines, rope, oil and paints were supplied.

A new wall was put up in place of the one destroyed by lightning, July 3, 1901.

The needs are a new railing on deck of tower, (awaiting transportation), the gutters and oil
house to be patched and the Station boat to be repaired.

The Station is in good order.

(Annual Inspector’s Report for the year ending June 30, 1902, p. 73.)
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1903

1904

1905

1906

No. 358. Fire Island, N.Y. Fitted new iron railing on lantern deck and repaired plaster in
dwelling.
(Monthly Report for October 1902, submitted November 8, 1902, p. 460.)

No. 358.  Fire Island. N.Y. Furnished two ratched pawls for lens clock.
(Monthly Report for January 1903, submitted February 7, 1903, p. 485.)

No. 369. Fire Island, N.Y. Fitted new iron railing on lantern deck and repaired plaster in
dwelling. Furnished two ratchet pawls for lens clock.
(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1903, p. 83.)

No. 369. Fire Island, N.Y. Fitted new iron door to lantern and two new rollers on
outside storm door of lantern, repaired curtain rollers of lantern.
(Monthly Report for September 1903, p. 171.)

No. 369. Fire Island, N.Y. Repaired one 1%/order lamp.
(Monthly Report for October 1903, p. 178.)

No. 369. Fire Island. N.Y. Furnished 6 plates of lantern glass.
(Monthly Report for November 1903, p. 184.)

No. 369. Fire Island. N.Y. Two brass speaking tubes from tower to watch room
furnished.
(Monthly Report for May 1904, p. 234.)

No. 369. Fire Island, N.Y. Fitted new iron door to lantern and two new rollers on
outside storm door to lantern. Repaired curtain rollers of lantern. Repaired 1 first order
lamp. Furnished six plates of lantern glass. Two brass speaking tubes from tower to watch
room furnished.

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1904, p. 299. )

No. 372. Fire Island, N. Y Fitted three sectlons of new hmng in dome of Iantern, also
new smoke stack, and repaired copper roof of lantern. Extended and completed survey of
the Light-house reservation. .

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1905.)

No.372. Fire Island, N.Y. The work of repairing retaining wall of light-house pier,
cellar window embrasure, surface flagging of pier and pier railing, under agreement with
Joseph Hein, in the sum of $235.00, as per Board’s authority of Sept. 8th, 1905, was
completed on October 30, 1905. Furnished new kitchen sink and fittings. Furnished 10
plates lantern glass.

(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1906, p: 260.)

No.372. FireIsland, N.Y. Two (2) new dampers and rods for 1% Order lamps furnished.
(Monthly Report for December 1906, p. 370.)
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1907

1908

No. 382. Fire Island, N.Y. Furnished 3 pairs sash with train &c., and materials for
repairs to plaster in dwelling.
(Monthly Report for June 1907, p. 411.)

No. 382. Fire Island, N.Y. Furnished two new dampers and rods for 1* Order lamps,
and 3 pairs sash with trains, &c., and material for repairs to plaster in dwelling.
(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1907, p. 70.)

No. 382. Fire Island, N.Y. Fitted new window frames and sash; new steps at kitchen
entrance of dwelling; repaired and reglazed old sash.
(Monthly Report for July 1907, p. 418.)

No. 382. Fire Island. N.Y. Installed new vapor lamp.
(Monthly Report for November 1907, submitted December 9, 1907, p. 167.)

No. 382. Fire Island, N.Y. The new vapor lamp installed in the month of November
went into operation December 3rd. The duration of flash was reduced to 4 seconds and the
dark interval increased to 56 seconds.

(Monthly Report for December 1907, submitted January 9, 1908, p. 175.)

No. 382. Fire Island, N.Y. Installed new vapor lamp; fitted new window frames and
sash; repaired and reglazed old sash. $540.00.
(Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 1908, p. 257.)

770




APPENDIX C106.

March 5, 1901

The Lighthouse Board
Washington, D.C.

Engineering Record of March 2, 1901 has a description of the method
used to protect the Light House Tower at Grande Pointe au Sable, 9th/
District.

For some years the brick tower at Fire Island Lt. Sta., NY has
disintegrated in the same way.

I respectfully reaguest a copy of the plans and specifications for
the protection of the Light-House at Grande Pointe au Sable as the same
method may be used at Fire Island.

Lieut. Col.,

Corps of Engineers, U.S.N.
3rd L.H. District

CorreSpondence of the Light-House Board, 1901~1910
National Archives RG 26
Box 50 E48 Fire Island File #220
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APPENDIX C107.

Motal Casing for Light-House Tower &t
Grande Pointe au Bable.

The question as to repairs or rebullding ot
a brick lght-house tower is one of the per-
plexing problems of the ‘light-house engincer.
A tower has been standing, say, from 30 to 40

THE ENGINEERING RECORD.

have breen actlve fn disintegrating the old brick
would be !mmedlately operative upon the new
ones, renderiog them porous within o few ycury
and s0 uccessitating a repetition of the chipping
and resurfacing process.

Second. Putting a system of horizontal banda
around the tower and conpecting these by ver-
ticul members or stays to which guy rods are
attached to increase stability of the tower. This
was done at Twin River Point, Wis,, in 1892
under the direction of Brig.-Gen. William Lud-
low, at that time light-house engineer of the
Ninth District. The tower was 100 feet high
from baso to focal plane, and 19 feet 2 inches in
diameter at the Lase. Tho 8 x G/1G-Inch hori-
zontal bands were 8 fcet apart, and the eight
vertieal stays were 2% x ¥-inch tees. The guy
rods were 1%-inch wirc ropes leading to stone

"anchoruges in the ground. Two yenrs after

thus repairing it several new cracks appearcd
and necessitated the erection of a new skeleton
tower. The upper portion of the old structure
wus taken down and the lgwer part comverted

TIE ENCASED TOWXR AT GRANDE FPOINTR AU SABLE,
.

years, During the last few years complaint af-
ter complaint has been coming In regarding its
condition. The bricks are disintegrating, cracks
appear in the surface, the water soaks in, fears
are expressed regarding its stability, and so
on. Minor repaira have Leen made, the tower
has been pointed up, cement has been used
liberally, and for a short time the tower gives
satisfaction. This has been done year after
yoar until finatly it s found necessary to cither
mike some radical repairs to the structure or
Luild an entirely new tower. Rebuilding s ex-
pensive and only w be resorted to in extreme
eaxes, Several methods have  been propusced
for repairing and strengthening a tower at a
mocdarate cnst, s0 that for a considerable time to
come It will remain {a good condition and sub-
serve all the functions of a new tower.

First. Removing the outer layer of brick over
the entire surfaco of the tower and relaying
new and bard brick o its place. This scheme
has not been popular, as the same causes which

into living rooms embodied in the design of a
new keeper's dwelling.

Third. Encasing the tower with a metal struc-
ture. This scheme has been adopted during
the past year at Grande Polinte au Sable, Mich.,
and it Is Lelleved will prove satisfactory.

This light-houss has a conical brick shaft
701 feet high resting on a stone base and
capped by o third-order lantern. The tower I3
100 feet high from the base to the fuenl plune,
19 fect 2 tnches in dlameter at the base and
12 feet 8 inches in diameter at the top of shaft,
heing practically similar to the tower at Twin
River I'oint, Wis. It was erccted In 1867 and
after a time its bricks began to disintegrate
and cracks appeared, making It necessary to
point it up almost every seasoa, After each of
the severe rainstorms which are of common oc-
currence in the nelghiborhood water would seep

" through the brick and the tower would become

damp and “sweat.” It was finally decided to
encase the conical part of the tower with a

" the brackets and planking.

Vot 43, No. 9,

metal shell, and to fill {n the space between it
und the tower with a flne concrete grouting.
‘T'he plates of each section are arranged to bolt
to one another by vertical angles and to the
sections above and below by borizontal angles
riveted to them. The sections are cylindrical,
each having a radius 2 inches shorter than that
of the scction next below, g0 that the lines join-
ing the tops of the plates are parnllel to the
conlcal surface of the tower. The offset of 2
inches was made by using a § x 3-inch flange

Elevation.

DETAILS OF CABING.

angle at the top and a 3 x3-inch angle at the
Lottom of each rplate.
The tower is connected with the dwelllng by

: o covered pasage-way 8 feet wide, and the two
. lower sections of plates are cut away to pass

around it.
Each horizontal section was put up a plate at
a time and after the eight plates had been

. tightly bolted together the space between them

and the tower was fllled with concrete thorough-
I¥ rammed in.

‘I'he erection seaifolding had brackets made of
2% x Y%-inch fron bolted to the vertical flanges
of the plates and supporting 2 x 12-inch planka.
ANl hoisting was done with a bloek and tueklo
swung from the top of the tower. One man was
kept busy all the time arrnnging and shifting
In changing tho
brickets he was hoisting in a boatswain’'s chair
and getting his knees under one of the planks
he would be swung up and pulled to ono side
Ly two men with a tag rope until the plank
could be shifted so as to be supported clear of
the bracket intended to be removed. He would
swing to the bracket, unbolt it, and be raised
to the new position for the bracket, bolt it ia
place and, after similarly moving the second
bracket, would carry the platform plank by
plank to 1t8 new position.

it was found after the metal work was re-
ccived that there was a list to the tower, and
that in some places its diameter was greater
than had been assumed, making it necessary
to chip oft some of the brickwork. This chip-
ping, however, is believed to be useful in im-
proving the bond with the concrete flling.

Circnlar windows were provided opposite the
old wimlows of the tower, tho openings for

these being cut through the plates In the fleld. :
The casing was examined after erection and :

openings In it were filled with lend whenover

ponsible; It wiy then pristed with threo hord-
zontal stripes—white, black and white—as a

characteristic day mark.

The work wns designed by Mr.
Woodruff, M. Am. Soc. C. I, assistant engl-
neer, under the direction of Captain James G.
Yvarren, Corps of Engineers, U. S. A, engineer
of the Ninth Light-House District, Milwaukeo,
and was erccted during May and June, 1900, by
a superintendent of the Light-House Service.
The structural steel was made by the J. G.
\Wagner Company, Milwaukes, Wis., the con-
tract price belng $3,170.56. The total cost of
the work was $4,925.21, Inclusive of board for
the men.

light-house tender.

This amount is exclusive of trans- -
porting the material from Milwaukee by the.
i

Sdward 1.
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~l CC"“mun'¢l .3t 3hou il Be addresssd dp “’"in‘b’t'ﬁ"psb 4.: !1\'~'L«T‘l m.f‘lh,

sht-House r19|nee Third Districi,

‘ Gouaegval Zinot,

©Ifz of Laginecy. Thivd Bisizict,
e 8 Inclosures.

Tomokinsville, 3. 9., Dec,27, 21901,

_ Fire Island Lt.Sta.-
Jihiieg: Bids - Railing,&c,

The Lignt-House Board,
Wasﬁington, D.C.

Sirs:

I have the honor to enclose, herewith, seven bids receive
Dec. 24, 1901, copened at the tims and place stated in the advertise-
ment, for furnishing cast-iron railing posts, railing,hc, for Fire
Island Light Station, N.Y., - also, abstract of sams. |

The bid of the Allentown Rolling Mills is the lowest in
price, and being reasonable in smount and &dvantageous to the Govsrn-
ment, I respectfully recommend its acceptance in the sum of $124.06,

~_Although this bid was received at 2:15 p.m, by the reguls

mail (after the time of opening) it was impossible for the bidder to
have mads any alteration in it, as it was received at the Post Office
at 12 o'clock noom, and could not be deliversd at the time stated,

Appropriation from which above will be paid, is : Repalr
&c,0f Light-Houses, 1902, from funds already allotted.

Rospectrully youra,

/‘,} ru" /’f**t{? & (" f"'

Major, Corps of Engineors, Ue.8.A,
A+ReB. Rngineex‘ drd L.H.Diltrict. ’_; i X
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N
J}L
ABSTRACT OF BIDS POR CAST IRON RAILING, POSTS, &C. FOR FIRE ISLAND

LIGHT STATION, N,Y, OPENED IN OFPICE OF ENGINERR SRD LIGHT HOUSE
DISTRICT AT HOOB OF DBCEMBER 24, 1901,

SazsSIIIsSIEITSI SIS = IITIIZIIT[II[NIIISST AR SRR SE SIS TIARIRIIAIISN SIS

Bidders. Amount

Allentown Rolling Mills, Allentown, Pa.. receivu Dec.u
at 2:15 p.m. by mail * . + | $124,06

Xlicott Macnine Co,, Baltimore, Ma, LA *.] 189,00
N.J.Poundry & Machine Co,, 26 Cortlandt St., N.Y,City * 198,00
Morton Iron Works, 100 Greene St., Brooklyn, N.Y, * . 223,80

Chamnblin & Scett, Richmond, Va.; received Dec.24 1901 by
mail, by spocia.l delivery, at 2 p,m. * _ 241,88

West Side Foundry 0o,, Iroy, N.Y., * » » * * 310,00
Houston & Co,, 26 Cortlandt St., New York City . ¢ 806,00

R TR S A S SN S S ESRIARIRNIT ISR IITIAIII =B=B==—==...:-.=========é=============:

Correspondence of the Light-House Board, 1901-1910
National Archives RG 26
Fire Island File #220
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Statement of Cost of Supplies, etc., furnished
to the Engineer 3rd District, during the
month of September, 1903.

1413. Blacksmith making ironwork Fire Island Lt. Sta.

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau
Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939

National Archives RG 26
Letters from the Light-House Board to the Engineer, 1892-1908
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Copy

Department of the Navy
Bureau of Equipment

Washington, D. C.

Lt. Col. W. T. Russel, U.S.A. .
Engineer 3rd Lighthouse District. 4-205-06

Sir;

1. Referring to my vieit to Pire Island to select asite for a wireless.
station, with Mr. Lamy; I am of the opinion that a suitable site can be found,
within the 1imits of an area of 500 square feet, bounded on the east by the east
boundary line of the reservation, the 1ine bounding ths north side of the
square being at right angles to the boundary line and cutting it at & point 250
ft, south of the stone post marked A on the chart of the reservation, dated
June, 1905. _ ‘ ,

2. The total area occunied will be mmch less than the urea referred to,
probably not exceeding 1 acre, but if permission is given to erect masts and
buildings at the most suitadle points in the urea reviforrod to above, it nay

obviate difficulties nct now foreseen but which may arise, if the exact site
for masts and buildings is now designated.

3. The entire are. of 500 ft. square appears to be now unoccupled. Its
nearest pcint to the light tower and dwelling is 275 feet distant and its south-
ern boundary is nearly east of the light tower so that no interference with the
light can result.

4. It is upderstood that fight ¢f way to the beach, and the privilege of
erecting a boat house, if found necessary, is alsc requested.

5. The buildings to bo erected will be a 1§ story combined dwelling and
operating house, a pcwer ncuse, storehcuse and wuter closet, similar tc those
now at Montauk Polnt.

6. The masts will be two in aumber, approximately 180 ft. high and from
150 to 200 ft. apart, with guys oxtending about 60 ft. farther on each sido.

7. The Jdwelling house will not be more than 100 f£t, from the center of a
line Jjoining the :uats and the cther buildings will be in the immediate vicinity
of the dwellings

8. If the lcocaticn in the area proposed meets wita uur apyroval mfctne
Lighthouse Board's permission to proceed with the erecticn c¢I tac stétion will be
requested.

National Archives

RG 26

Site, New York No. 40 : 717
Title File
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Copy
Bureau of Bquipment
No. 132,094. Washington, D. C. May 5, 1906
SSR...ALO
sir:

1. The Bureau encloses herewith, for your information, a copy of a letter
from the Light-House Board relative to the establislment of a wireless telegraph

station at Pire Island.

2. An officer from the Bureau recently visited the FPire Island Light-
House Reservation in company with a representative of the Engineer of the Third
Light-House'Pistriot, with the result that permission has been given to build the
wireless telegraph station at the most suitable place that can be found witda -
the area enclosed by pencil in the northeast corner of the reservation, this area
being marked "W,T.” and shown on a blue print of the resorvation enclosed here-

with.

3. This area is comparatively level, unoccupied, and not more than 10
foet above permanent water level.

4, In accordance with the Board's letter, the exact position «f the masts
and buildings will be furnished as soon as they have finally been decided upon.

5. When completed the Fire lsland Staticn will have two masts 180 feet
high and about 200 feet apart, with a shi, type aerial leading to an operating
room near the center of the line Jjoining the masts. The staticn will be d¥signed
to commnicate, day and night, with Rewport, R. I.; Navy Yard, New York, and Cape
Henlopen, Del. It will be provided with & motcr-generatorof 5 KeWe maximum
output, with the sborage batteries cf the Lontauk Point and Highlands stations
combined, and with the present engine and dynamo at Montauk for charging the
‘batteries. In this connection estimated cost of 10 H.P. o0il ehgine, direct
conneoted to 5 k.w., 60 cycle, 110 volt alternator, is requested.

6. The buildings will be of the same general type as those at Montauk
Point and Highlands.

7. The masts will be stayed independently and will have conorete founda-
tions and fowr conorete anchors for each. Spread of rigging about 50 feet from
mast on each side, one lower, one topmsst and one top-gallant guy set up to each
anchor. All rigging of wire, top-gallant guys, ln three sections; topmast guys
in two sections, and lower guys in one. Approved strain insulators between sec-
tions of guys and all guys set up with hemp lanyards. (Information concerning
wooden strain insulators can be obtained from the Navy Yard, Boston. Deadmen of
sufficient size can be used in place of concrete anchors if desired.)

8. The Bureau wishes to erect the buildings and one mast, utilizing all
available material from lontauk Point, and get the station in operation before
discontinuing the Higulanda station.
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3.0, 6817 / ~b "Tg

sugust 28, 19C6

JMu-F

Sir:

1. TReferring %o letter Ho. 159303, 6/7/C6 (K.C.6248/G6) of
Puresu of Squipmext in reference to Wireless Telegraph Station &t
T re lelend Beach snd Havy Yerd, Brooklyn, L.7., apd Burean of
Bquipmert's 1st endorsement 10.139914, cf 6/15/C6 (E.C.6496) on
sams sub Jests.

2. The Equipment (fficer hpor%e eg followe irn regard %o Pire
1sland Beash d%atlionm:

5. Geneyal Plap of Sive.

A agpy of print 1B818-J has been previously forwarded (E.i.
6574, 8/21/C6).

The bearings of stations at E-Xewpbrt, X.1.; Bostchb, lass.;
Cape Jcd, Hass.; Eavy Yard, BrooXiyn; Jape Henlopen are indicated.

?he Lighthouse is in a dead angle and 1% is oonsidered that
the metsl pars »? the etrnoture =nd 1is lightnine condustor wili be
of but mipnor ebsorbtivs effwct at this ongle and distance (576 £%.)
1% is oonsidersd shot the proposed serial ot ship type will be
efficient for trapsmission asi yeoeption 1n the disposition as shown,
relative $c the oommuniocating etations.

4. FenceN.

Eo fenee hes beer inclufed in the specillostions for thess
grounde,—as—there—is-no-fence _separatinz the 1iznthouse Zrom the Surf
Fotel grounds and nopne seems reguirsd.

6. Comemnication Baupe.

1t is desirabdle that the following estations e within the
renge of thoroughly reliable commanioation in winter and summer, with
moderate atmospheric disturbances. :

Savy Yard, Broocidyn, F.Y. 46 miles
Rewpors, H.1. 117 "

and under the sams oonditioms the following be within the range of
reliable transmission:

vape Henlopen, Del. 164 miles
Bogton, Masse. _ 163 "
Highland light, Horth Truro,

Cape Moes. 8 "

vt
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. The asrials of these two stations to be of simllar type and
designed, oconstruocted and adjusted for natural wave lengths of 65C
meters.

$he &djustment to 425 meters to pe made dy inetslliation of
Oagaoity and increass to 95C meters t0 be made by inetallatiern of
inductance.

The arrangement of the appliances to0 be such that all these
ad Justmente ¢ made from the floor lsvel without the use of ledders,
eto. )

A Bpare laydern jar to be furnished to replace that ir asriel
wvhon required.

To be sonstructed at Navy Yard.

The desipgn to provide for 2 natural wave iength of 556C moaters
(Sote rar.23). :

The dispcsiticn has been arranged with reference to the communi-
cation stations $o0 provide for a high degree of efficiency inm trans-
mitting and receiving. : ’

The sontrastor will, however, report to the Burean as to any
alterations in sonstrustion desired in sesrials used in conneasticn
with this contract.

7. Lightning Switah.

To be ocopstructed and installed so that it can be operased from
the floor level of the cperating rocm, without sxposing the oper-
ator $o danger, while tho transfer of serial to ground i3z baing made.

70 bde furnished dy this Department.
©. Grousd.

The recommended oonstruction is as shown in print 16814-A pre-
viously forwarded with 2.0. 6874, 8/21/c6.

I1f later found neocessary, buried wires and pipes oan be in-
gtalled as suggested by the Tele:unksn Co.

9. Power House.

The dimensions of the house shown are those oconsidered suitable
for the inelusion of the 5 X.W. belted catfis.

, As otated in E.0.4776, 6/16/0§, no data would be obtained from
the makers ags to the dimsnsions of the set, under the requirements of
direct connsotions as indicated in Burecu of Equipment 132094, B/B/06,

(E.G.aml.
-2 .
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10. Cirocuits from Power House to Operating Room.

These are recommended to be of lead ocovered wire, led in a
trench under ground %o prevent indnstion from asrial.

11. ZEngine and Dynsmo of Generating Set, Direoct Connected.

These have deen reported on im E.0.4%76, 6/16/06.
It is8 oconsidered that the gemerat$uy should be direct current.

12. Storage Battexy:
The present proposition %o comprise:
- Burean of Bquipment 132094, 5/5/C6 (%.C.3642)
12C eslls, 6C in twc parsllels, the ratings being

£.24 X7 at 8 hour rate 117 volts ave. 2C aap.
4.68 3 4C
9.56 pY ' 8C

alsc an eguslizing reeistance on Req.1284, 6/12/G6, Bureau of Zquip-
mont (3.0.38C2).
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Statement of Cost of Supplies, etc., furnished
to the Engineer 3rd District, during the
month of June, 1906.

3870. 36 panes glass 8" x 10" Fire Island
10 1bs. putty

Ky

Field Records of the Light-House Board and Bureau

Records of the Third Light-House District (New York), 1854-1939
National Archives RG 26

Letters from the Light-House Board to the Engineer, 1892-1908
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Aepartment of Commeeer aud Labnr
LIGHT-HOUSE ESTAELISHMENT

t of 1lst Crder OFrFize 3f Excaneei, 30 DISTRICT

>

05
gmp i1lumineticen . TOMPKINSVILLE, N. Y.

1=

“overmber 16, 1¢07.

The Light-Hovse Bourd,

uh‘nbton, .2,

I have the honor to ecrxnowledge rece it of Torrd's tel-

egruzm of November 18th, 1907, reading thus:
Sstetenant 0f coet of ins
r “ire Island, end conmpa
gineer ;ecrnterv "

Board rexucst
tenance cil vagpor 1?:
cld system. “asey, Tn
In complience vwith this regvest T will stete thal the cost

the installation of the vapcer lemp at 7ire Tslerd will be 8s

*follows:

¥
A
o0
-3

.
ot

2 lumps - conmplete - with Sanks end fitiings 2e<
o .. ....fail fittirngs in duplicetel . . _
Txpress cherges Strten Island to Fire Tslernd

60 mentles ¢ /53 esch. Vesrly suprly

10 gals. alcohol C'U/M " "

Travelling exreanses, -b}sr ead bourd [Qne en

4
AN
* °
0w,
OO0

6 deys) 20 .00
Contingcncies 2000
(The o0il is ot the steticn) ————

# 1e8.¢8

™nder similer corditions, withovt teking In eorsideraticn

the cost o“ oil, the i-stsalleticn ¢f the kerosene 5 wick pl:nger

- Gy f i vt e D

/0. d’:,ed"7§1:1.a.
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vearly)
Supply;

withovt taiirg

-

1 set of 2 larps - *211.89 e&ch

50 vds wick (17 rds of each £1,2,3,4

o 5)

60 chimneys with brass ring - 65¢ each

rabor, travelling expenses, bosard
~xpressage for sending lemps
Contingencies

m
&

the same Por both:-

in considarction tho gerersl

w

444 da

he vernrly maintena~ce o both lemps will be ac

follows -

upplies wvrich &are

r~ s -
vapor Lamp. 355 n/m naeantle
ol R + = s . o /‘ / - 1. Y- =
575 gullons minersal oil 8 93/100¢ rer gellon VS:.EO
FC mpntles ™ 53 esch 22.00
10 pals, aleornl U7 J rer gallon 2.70
- D~‘-—\,u [ RPN SN 3 - . ¥ - £ - ¢
Tacidentals £0.00
22108.05
5 iex Plunger Tem
~300 gnllons minersl oil 3 8 80/1007 per gel. £205.39
0 ords vwick - = 44 per To. o2.00
£) ahimners - > 637 mean =9.60
Tngldantals 20.00
*RE .39
Tespent Uil )
Tn the ahsenes gnd ¥ oapprovel of ins
“neincer, Srd LUFL Tistriot. .
" “.l’
1 , 2
'!.l ! :N’ /'.{A_,". R
- ¢$ % -
- - {__ v
Jsst. Dogineer,
Correspondence of the Light-House Board, 1901-1910

National Archives RG 26
Fire Island File #220
Box 50 E48
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National Archives RG 26
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1 ‘ \‘\ . i
AN . Washington, D.0, e
1h?y \V Ligd

LR S OSR  S

PEONPUPUYS S JPRIL NS VS 44

L\l

Sir “ e

.,‘

Trhe undereigned steamship companies, swmens—<ard
anenl i ol -eaibling weeasls, and marine insurance companies,
respectfull} represent:

That it has been the enlightened policy of the United
Statea Government to meet the requlremente of the growing
traffiec of the Pori of New York by providing for the safety and
accespibility of the approaches and channels of this harbor;

That the light on Fire Island is the objective point
which is made by all vessels approaching Jew York Harbor from
the East after making Nantucket South Shoal iigﬁt-Vessal;

That it is of the greatest importance to the safetx,andfxi/
uninterrupted.courae/o: navigation that the light on‘Fire
Island should be of a character equal to that of the best
lights in existence elsewhere,

That the present light on Fire Island has not been changed

for many years, is not a modern light, and is not of such powar

.as-should be.provided for a lignt in this important positicn.

The undersigned, therefore, respectifully urge upon your

Board that the light on Fire Island should be broughi

ighest standard of lights on this coast, and that its
visibility and power should equal the atandard of the light
on Yavesink.

And wvour memorialists will ever pray.

2w York, June £, 1908. )ék‘i&&f& d té : B

4'1)?‘ “ﬂ‘ m u"\‘!QF Bﬂl\ﬁu,

. 1
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: (_%cz u..:v---. 24"'(0(—11.‘(_( . //_:‘ /-

%Qf¢7 of C//n(cav/'v-, e
\-7,-1/)?—{— s {‘-C. 4‘((—1 :l_/ . )”( r’s L.,' _A/L P v’ «

V—M M&/"{ , é.n .

SICULA AMERICANA
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e
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:h‘purhunut of Comuerre and Labor R [LE 38 _ A
i

. - _ )
ire Islend 1.9, OFFICE OF ENCHGIEN, 37 iETAIeT

TONPKINSVILLE, N. v

4]

Februery 1, 190

"he Light-Fouse Boerd,
cshington, 7.C.
Sirs:

Referring to Boerd's letter of February &, 160§, File
¥o. 520, asking for the candle power of tho 51d and new LIRS
ot Fire Island Light- Sta ation, F.., T heve in2 honcr %o stete
hat )

The 0ld 5-wick lamp was 450 to 500 <o.p. o

The new 55 mm. vapor lenp is 10060 ¢.p.

’;"hr-. 1rte;‘s-Tr of Jhe‘ f‘ash ,_"-:'i t}";"“;-!l? 217 Geviiok ‘

lemp WaS---------- it Dttty 123,000 2.6, _

™ith the new vapor lenmp 4 is --900,307 c.z. [abomt?

Tespectfully rruirs,
Tn the ehsenz2~ & by approvel &7 ik«
Fnginecr, 3rd L.E, Tistrict.

B (W’
Japy £
1 P g —_—

— sst. Engine=r.

787 Ay

Correspondence of the Light-House Board, 1901-1910
.National Archives RG 26 '
Box 50 E48, Fire Island File #220

o




APPENDIX C114.
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, ~ %15: ';;;3
“ \(, ‘N / Drpartment of Commerre aund Labun g?x 5 gﬁd
\} LIGHT-HOUSE ESTABLISHMENT
“JOINT REPORT. A 2
f’; / ,‘“;.3 pryanea 28 w &-;:‘;?-mo
BREAN Pire Island Light - SN
\ / Inerease in :lntennlty . Orsi1ce oF EncinEER. 30 DigTRICT™
i / 5 TOMPKINBVILLE, N. Y.
encl. June 22, 1908.

- The Light-House Board, Entd gy 24 i S0P
Washington, D.C.

Sirs:

Replying to the Board's letters of June 10 and June 13,
1908 (file No.220), the former containing a petition for the
increase of jintensity of Fire Ieiand Light, ¥.Y. — we have the
honor to submit the following report :

In a letter from the Engineer dated June 6, 1908, he
recommended a 2nd order bivalve with a vapor lamp which would give
about 2-1/% times the intensity of the present light, but the
petitioners ask for a light "equal to that of the beat lights in
.existence elsewhers”. |

Another objection to the simple bivalve lens proposed by
the Engineer 1is the féct that its characteristic would be similar
to Navesink and Mn;tauk Point and it is believed that these three .
important lights, either of which may be the first thing seen, aften
a long voyage, should show something moro distinguishing than tha{
mere number of seconds interval between regular flashes. i

The simpleat way to do this is to make the flash doublo,%
but if that be done with the 3nd order hivalve lens resommended by'
the Engineer, the intensity of the flash is at once out down to 7
14/12 of its present intenalty, ‘instead of 28/12 which it would
have ai,h the simple bivalve 7&;Thia could be increased to adbout
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19/12 by using a lens of two 120° panels set at an angle of 60°
between their axes, which would give a e.p. of 1,135,000 with
flaahes at 1nt§rvals of 1/6 to 5/% of the time of revolution —
(See estimate No.l).

But tne use of the oil vaqr lamp is out of the question
if we have any idea of reaching the condition asked by the
petitioners — we must go into electriec iighting.

We have considered many styles of lenses, hut have
decided that the best combination will be the two 120° panels set
at an angle of 60° between axes and revolved in 12 or 15 sec. and
giving intervals of 2 ses.— 10 seo. or 2-1/2 see.~12-1/2 sec. Ve
would not recommend making the short interval greater than 2-1/2
sec. lest it be confused with the 5 see. flash of Navesink. Having
determined on the style of lens, it becomes a qnoatioh of the order
of the lens.

The French engineers have found that the larger lenses
do not produce, with the electiric lighin, the ecandle-powser that
fﬁeory"would‘figure”them to have;*and'thgy—uaewa—apeciaimsomoulr
focal distance lens for the electrie 1ight —between a 3-1/2 and a
_ 4th order lens.

: There is an objection to the use of so mmall & lens as
~ this at Fire Island b;cause it is a difficult place to get to in
case of a breakdown in the electrie plant, and it should have a
"~ lens which will give a good light with the 5-wiek 0il lamp.

The 2nd order lens will eost, with electriec plant eom-
5 plete, about $38,000 (see estimate No,.83) and will giye a working
candle-power of probadly 56 million candles.

The 3rd order will cost, with electrie plant eomplete,
about $30,000 (see estimate No,3) and will give a workirg candle-“/
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. 3.
power of probably 48 million candles.
' The electric lens (30 ¢.m. fooul distance) will cost,
with electric-plant complete, aktout $25,000 (see estirate No.4) and

will give a working candle-power of about 28 million candles.

Takirg irto acoount the fact that ihe French engineers
have found that the larger the lens the less the electric light
holds up to its theory, and the fact that the amall lens will not
lend itself so well to the possible suhstitution of the S5-wick 0il
lamp, we believe and reccmmend that Fire Island Light Station,N.Y.
be supplied with an electrie light placed in a 3rd order lens made;
up of two 120° parels placed at an angle of 60? between axes and
revolved in 12 seec., giving a double flash every 12 sec .— the
flash being eeparateq by 2 sec. interval.

There are no funds availakle from which this work could'

be done and we recommend that Congress be asked to make an

-approﬁriation of $30,000 for the work.

Four es*imates on form 83 are enclosed (No.3 being the
one racommended) and the petiticn sent with thg Board's letter is
returned,

Very respectfully,

'ZQ\A_,T

Inspector 3d L.H, striet,

%M/ S -

S Major, Corps of Engineers, U.B.A.
ARB Engineer 3d L.K.Distriest,

790
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THE CARNEGIE FOUNDATION 1it ] 100
FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF TEACHING - bt
OFFICE OF THE . )
PRESIDENT 5768 FIFTH AVENUE #T) S -
' NEW YORK NO . o ',:’ 5
. 'l - - - - - .-

' July 3, 1908.

gt 30 i
Chairmen, Light-Youse Board, .
Sir: .
' NU. e mmmmm v o

Respectfully returning herewith the papere relative

to tre propcsed incresss in intensitv of tre Fire Island Lizal,

v

the Committee on Lizhting begs %o recommend:
1. 1In view of t:e importance cf this light, it ought in

- s

dzment of the cormittee o0 ve of the hichest efZiciency;

ct
3
o
{ 37
for]

2 "he committee aprroves the recommendation of tze joint
repert to the effect thsat tne stetion be supplied with ern elec-
trie light placed in & 3kird orier lens at the estimpted coet oFf

230,000, and that Congress te reguested tc meke the necegsary

azrrepriation.

RespectMlly youkrs,-

S~
£
By
<

.

—
-
>~
=N

T
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artmer! of Conueerre any Lxbus
Oepartmer! of Canueerrr a

LIGHT-HGUSE ESTA SHMINT

Joint Pasart. .
Pire Island iS¢, 3 .
increase ir ipferas %‘5% W

-1
1% incl. '\t IGS_E_C@(?{/Y,\ /u”" " Se_tecYox T2, 100G,
- p / i

STE -:!'EQ(;‘.F»-'M!.'“?" s m

TONPKINS UL E N -

mashington, .0 T At Fau dos mtic 27'5 W“:":pz"
Cugt £ ftw(h & {Uﬂw{f/"%’“’”&{ﬂ

2 ¢ 3 T AT o Syt ad Topte ne
1. Replying to lst irdersemert detad Terntacher 27, 1

[File 220) on onr Joiwt RPepor*) o Tune 52, 1908 relstive to
<re increasad e ficlienayr of Tira Talind Tigrt, we heove the Loner
to subtmit $he Pollovizgorerorh,

2, It is noc* geen how furtYar studring cen Trlp tho oslit-

- - b R - V4 A~ fayratien
P anmcidepotism ol ths o mEttor. TH i true tral o fserficeruvoon
- 0 - &>
cor met mimgr An TiAREIoa wdy pagteTars g Yot methad o7 light-
— — v .. - - " - -—A—U - -

ing was entirely ovt ~f fthe gne s:t'in'--n__..

3. mhe conditions asksd Pfor b the ratiticners ahsclulely
preclude the carsidere tion o? acetrlare. acatrlere in the
largest grourning rnow uced S ves & cleimed cendlo power =7 sheut

™ e oy len:s gives X000 c.p.

300 with a lorpe diveorcanca,

wi 4r auch lesyg divorgange. The iretedletim oemticned in the
par. 3® ovr rezert (estimets Mo. 1) will give many tires more

intensity than cer possitly te gotten from any ecae*rlene conbin-

ation end w12 acet atrort 2.1 ats. per hour for oil, while the

/-‘%/l*&f‘oféwm/z/wv‘t%t/& 6‘
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-
gcetzlene cortira*tim wrwld st B5F par hour for cus.

. “re irte .1,‘.;_; nt ot e M ¢ dTwevealvopresortional fo Y
divergarie. Tro ddvergence lu pTobrtIy odwise £ omvol Yt
gronp o7 17 Yurmers oo% ouwp Yoo ofhe Tweodlsh 0T Srs oI T
Tuve veoaeatly murehas o ot & group, o i cR A S ivarsorna

0® the 53 m.m. vapor lamp. The group hec orl[ /0 tre aprdls
v =/

~omer . Trerefare *re intensity of the Zlesh world be only I,V
v o /

IR

-—% .. & oy < e -1 + < - b o " 2 &3 « e . o < -
Syt oynian wmoenld re miwar b tie nstelleticon Irev ey N

- ~ 4 4 » - - ~noA ~~ 3 - ledl s o Va Ve -
orr os*izute To. 1, or 0G4,000 ageainst 1,170,000 cof.
= -~ o~ D - 1 42 A . B ) -
5., The out”it “®xr guch en irstella*ion world certainly zost

ete Jo. 1 to 818600,
out®it : Instelling ; Intensity : Soc*t rjor L. Jest 31007 ecplhour
rcet=lnne ;. #16800.0C ; 284,000 22y :  .08098¢

Te.0r ;. *16000.00 1,135 200 . 1.1/ R LOCAT7¢

~herefore acetrlene camrst caxpete w th the vapor lemp in
economy or effioianoy.

6. But the vapor lamp does not give anrthivg ke viretl the
petitioners want end therefore we aid not rocomend 1t.

7. ™he electric rlant recorrended will cost A30,000.00 end
will give a flesh of 48,000,000 which we helleve is wret is
wanted. The cost of mainterarce o this plent would figure atout
the seme as the acet;iene plenf discussed abeve witﬁ an intersity
o 48 7111 loms &5 compared vith 284,000 or an intenmsity of 170

& 2

times as grost at eqtel cost af main‘ecnarce.
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8, W asciwe thiat ve are

there fore gte' & that we believe the Boerd will meke & micteke

ir recormending Tstimate 4 as voted by the Chedrmern, &¢ this
1z for an electriz lens vhisk will not teake an oIl lanp in case
of reakdown.

b

Referring to the remarke by F.H.B. ip regerd to mirvor, it
mey bo steted thet the 1,3 loss iv radused to 176 Y the fect
thed only 1200 reflect while 2477 ere diract. Thie 1,6 will be
lergelr loan% Y the mechenism of the electi>ic 2ight i
stnt it 222 e=3 it I9 not bdclieved thet its coet over
estestos curtaias with Pree access to the ligh® will Y¢ warraanted.
5. me do nct fesk thet Swiher study will ave i1 anrthin
If we cTe to 3o in%to & light such as asked for (48 mil
it must tr dare Y oleetric lighting and nothing cen teke 1
piece. IS Tc ura %o Te 3rtisfied vE th an ordinerr I crt{1-1,4
‘millien c.pe) es?,.‘.m:'te 0. I will ~gver 1% in ths most encnon-
icel manrer &s to installation on? mairtenance. Acetrlene ~en-
nct compete with the vapor lemp for ordinery intpn sities and

no thing can compete with electricity for high rower.

The papers ere returned herewith.

Tery reevextfully,
O 7/ L £

Naptein, U.S.

Inspector SrGMr*M.

i
i
H
|
'
I
i
l

rajor, Sorrs of Tppinecrs,U'.S. A...

Tngineer 3rd L.F. Diatriet,
796
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LIGHT HOUSE RQARD,
Bepartment of Commerce and Lahor RECE" YD

|
: LIGHT-HOUSE ESTABLISHMENT SEP 30 Ku8
. i SRt memen e o :
Fire Islend nght , OFFICE OF ENGINEER, 3D DISTRICT :
intensity. : TOMPKINSVILLE, N. Y.

September 29, 1908.

The Chairman
Light-Fox'e Board,
Yashington, D. C.
8ir:-

Replying to your le‘ter of September 28, 1908, (File
220) relative to remarks in regard to increasirng intensity
0? the Fire Islend Light, I would say thet the entire re-
sporsibility for those remarks rests with me and not with
the Inspector, as I wrote the report.

It is an unusuel thing for the Boe rd to send us the
vote of the Executive -0fPicers-and -I covild only-assume - - - - -
thet it was for a purpose, to show us how they had voted
and for us to consider those votes. We could not refer to
paragraphs as it was nbt in the report but on a separate
sl p.

| We hed four estire tes with ovr original report --

the thi rd/,which we recormended was for $30,000 and the

/
4th, which we did not recommend, was for %25,000.
Unless I read the vote wrong, the Cheirman voted ' -

"Ask Congress for 825,000" or words to that effect and

&% /oA //Mcm ¢ trm A . 4 DTS~

-
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-0
the other Txecutive Officers voted to study the question of
acetrylene. I had shewn tlet acetylene wes ovt of the ques-
tion and did not wish to lave the Boerd make & recuest for |
estimate No. 4 (and T cx1ld only assume thet the Chairnan's
vote for 825,000 meant a vote for that estimate) as the ap-
paratus allowed for in thet estimate worla be, in my opinion,
a bad 6ne to put in for the reasons stated.

In short the vote was sent us ané it was assumed thest
we were to take cognizance oX the same and the nost natural
methond of refefring to them was by the name of their office.§
No personal names were used end no personal criticism was |

intended.

Very respect’ullv

Majer, orps o; Englneers.U.S.A..

Fngineer 3rd L.E. District.

798
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fonpkinsvilie, Ne Y.

Qot.g o8,
a5 jor Oharlen.Ls Potter, U. S. Aes |
Third
B To~vkinaville, H, V.

- needed -
¥ire Island
Sepfember 8 , 1909, '___ o

When unpacxea','the tops and bails nf 12 man*lda were found

broxen, 10 in one oox. Tae slﬁavo around vaporizer nozsle burningl

i~
L2

out 1n servico burner. COal shed ahould he repa red Just before
" next supplies are furnished. Kitohen pumpa and ain(s should be
furnished both asaistant Keepers,.

Correspondence File ca. 1909-39 T .
626 Aids to Navigation & 601 Operations ‘ -
Records of the Third Light—House District
National Archives RG 26

Box 8 . 799 _
' ‘ captain

mhird



626 Aids to Navigation & 601 Operations
Records of the Third Light-House District
National Archives RG 26 :

‘Cdrrespondence File ca. 1909-39
Box 8

8ible.

APPENDIX C116. 7 7

File. iioe é/ ' | Q W

ceot. 23, 1909,

Lzre S. Hott, Keeper,
Fire Island Jight-: tation,
Bayshore, L. I., N. Y.

Sir:-
Inclosed herewith is your Annual Zrorerty Zeturn on

which you feiled to take up the following articles in column

"received": -

fail

Tost

Hoonm

onff

aet ids,cenicrs an? ovey door for range
2% ibs. .dinc

gal. roen peint

bbl. “cnment

Coal hods

sl Zopal varnish
4 Shades for tubulaw lamp

S e e e

- m::}w-}

You exgond the folloving for vihich there is no rcoeipt:-

24 Cleaning bﬁhbes
2 Batteries
1 Hail hammer
2 "ir presscure pumps
Please state what disvosition wes made of the above art-
icles, correot your mincral oil acc.unt (seo pencil figuros),

and return the enclosed form to this office aa soon &0 pos-

%@,@;@. o

Nantadn T, ¥aver Trnanantaw,
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RN :
ntome\énﬁo)n £xTRA supplins 3

\)&\\w‘!:::l% . Bepartmnt of Gommerre and Tabor ‘%:_
m:g '”3 LIQHT-HOUSE ESTABLISHMENT :
FEB 1 . g .- :
/ .

RECEIVED

The Light-House Inspector,
Thir-d District,
Tompkinsville, N.

Sm:
Please furnish for use at the station above named the supplies enumerated below.
Respectfully,
5 . .
I R P W
v o =-14-09 " ol
?:qum'n " Naus or Sorrum. |  Punross yom wmicx Requmso, Quirmry xow Conpition.

e e e

KonfotiinZag tanlioml. /8\150s Lpodl
Ko furnTrgaomslligy 5 b .,

Forfuinlngroisens |y Rully
Fon wehonds  |2YY

Loford onfoiinls 8 fs | 1
fW%MmM}/VM 0
' %VWW e |

" The lnspedors Approval

is respectfully rec(o%:ujnded

Superintendent. : '
| Am
APPROY
~ m@& L
TAY .‘AIN.U{ 8 N
o —— “ L Ht : .

- ¢ gy ———

Correspondence File ca. 1909-39

626 Aids to |Navigation & 601 OperationL -
Records of the Third Light-House District
National Arghives RG 26

Box 8 .

801



1 REQUISITION FOR EXTRA SUPPLIEY ¢QIZ<DIX C118

Bepartoent of Gommuerer and Labnr

(403 Taeiblobids
- ok /ef__,..__.,zuéﬁ

Ploase furnish for use st the statfon sbovo named the supplies enumerated Below.

$J
[&]
0 ot
g u
o
o 0
& oo
)
H
v o
[ 30 =7
N o 3
c}n-c':g'
S0
O W
-~
3 0
. ~ O
R
- U.s.ou
. TV
: —~ @
- 802
g g
i EEY
£ S0
: 0 N
T 0y <
' \ & n
AP e EEE
gt pp™® sk o
\“5\\‘ O U 0
Y 0N O o
‘P Mﬂ oz

Box 8

-
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ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATICNS TO

“LLGHT-HOUSE INSPECTOR, THIRD DISTAICT, e / v
- e ..

TOMPKINBYILLE. N. Y. A

I \ e PVP Bepartment of Commerce and Lahor
> _

¥

LIGHT-HOUSE SERVICE

GENERAL DEPOT
QFFicE OF INSPECTOR. 3D DISTRICT
TOMPKINSVILLE, N. VY.

May 8, 1911.

The Commissioner of Lighthouses,
Jashington, D.C.
Sir: -
1. I have the honor to recommend than an annual allow-
ance of three tons of ccel be suthorized for heating the
wztch room at Fire Islend Light-Station.
2. There is no fuel sllowance for this purmose at rresent

Respectfully,

A& Tty 2

l/uwft\ I LR OR IE AR
0

Correspondence of the Bureau of Lighthouses
U.S. Coast Guard Files 1260-1265
National Archives RG 26

Box 923 E50, File 1264-D
803
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OFFICE OF LIGHTHOUSE INSPECTOR, Thi'rd DisTriCT,

Tompkinsville, M.Y.,
P say 29th, i 1

THE COMMISSIONER OF LIGHTHOUSES:
The following recommendations are submitted for the consideration of the Bureau:

. Name of aid and locality: ¥re Iel&snd lLight-station, N.YX.
Proposed work: * See below.

.lOb—o

Appropriation: -Repairs of Lighthovses,191l,~Funds heretofore allotted.
Estimated cost: &%) 589,42 .

Authority is also requested to purchase the material needed, and not now on hand, at an estimated cost

" of 8 , in accordance with law and regulations, and to do the work by
- ~ , this method of performance being considered the cheapest and most
& 93’5’99&2&%115 gor&% Service. 4 :

6. The reasons for requesting authority to do this work by hired labor rather than by contract ave:

It 1is the moro economdosl and advantageous,ae m”i{"al and facllities
for transportation are in hand and workmen available.

7. Addittonal information:

o o

Reghingling roof, new guttera and

nA strengthening o0ld floors,

new doors to cellar -
new door to
tract, eto.,eto.

* General repeirs to dwelling: -
leaders, layigg/new'and repairing a
farnishing and fitting gtorm sash to win%gws.ea.}
of dwelling; new doors and repalrse t? ont oneiq_, B
watehroom of tower; repairs to plinkwalk, raliwny

:\‘
.
. ~

\

V\/IL«,J wiy wit e oo

Cchu»LL'V"’ é{/\ | m"&

captain, U.S.N., Inepector.

M Bepartment of Commeree and Laboy
BUREAU OF LIGHTHOUSES May 31, 1911.

. Washington,
Returnéd to the Inspector, authorized as requested, except as notm.l.x You will proceed with the work
and report its status, until compl